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1. The Big Picture 

July 16, 2019

 France confirms ownership of missiles found in Gharyan 
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KEY POINTS 
• French ownership of Javelin missiles 
• Attempts to shutdown Sharara & Al-Feel 
• Threat of IS attacks in Sirte & Sabha 

The Government of National Accord (GNA) has yet to move into 

Tripoli despite claims by Prime Minister designee, 

Fayez Seraj, their entry was imminent in a television 

interview given on Mar 17. Similar announcements 

have been made previously. Whispering Bell is 

aware of GNA attempts to negotiate safe entry into 

the capital, and that many Tripoli-based militias are 

gradually supporting this, albeit not always publicly. 

If the GNA can ensure that local militias are 

consulted prior to entrance, their security role will be 

maintained and they will continue to receive salaries 

then further endorsements are likely. Also, in a 

positive development for the unity government 

leaders claiming to represent various civil groups and 

local militias from Sabrata, Surman, Ajaylat, Riqdalin 

and Al-Jmail reportedly declared their support for the 

GNA. Similarly, Misrata’s Municipality also released 

a statement endorsing the government. The UNSMIL 

also announced its decisions “to extend until 15 June 

2016 the mandate...to enable the Mission to continue 

to assist the Presidency Council in further work in 

establishing the Government of National Accord.” 

However, the fundamental obstacle posed by heavily 

armed Tripoli and Misrata militias who adamantly 

oppose the new government and continue to resist 

its establishment remains. As such, declarations of 

support by various groups across Libya do not 

always reflect the views of the entire population they 

claim to represent. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

As the Libyan National Army’s (LNA) Tripoli 
offensive entered its fourteenth week, an 
absence of significant changes to the status quo 
was witnessed on the ground. Whilst the LNA 
advanced on Tripoli’s Khallat Al-Forjan front and 
South of Gharyan, pledges to push towards the 
centre remain unfounded despite reports of 
reinforcements continuing to arrive. Meanwhile, 
multiple road closures in protest against water 
and power outages were reported in central 
Tripoli, indicating the potential for increased 
sporadic security incidents in the short term. 
Similar local grievances across the country could 
result in increased attacks targeting water sites 
and power stations. Beyond, following 
widespread speculation, this week France 
acknowledged the ownership of four US-made 
Javelin anti-tank missiles found in the now GNA-
controlled city of Gharyan.  
 
France’s Defense Ministry confirmed a report by 
The New York Times citing an unidentified 
French advisor confirming French ownership of 
the four Javelin missiles, costing over 170,000 
USD, though he stated they were damaged and 
no longer operational and were therefore being 
“temporarily stored” in a warehouse awaiting 
destruction. The adviser denied the missiles 
being transferred to local forces. In a statement, 
France’s Defense Ministry denied supplying the 
missiles in support of Haftar’s LNA units in 
breach of a United Nations (UN) embargo, noting 
that French forces operating in Libya “lost track” 
of them after they were found to be inoperable. 
However, the statement failed to mention how 
the missiles were misplaced, subsequently 
boosting suspicion of France’s support for Haftar 
on the ground, particularly among GNA officials. 
The latter was proven true when the GNA’s 
Minister of Interior, Fathi Bashagha, disputed 
France’s claims of the missiles being inoperable 
and stated that his government called on experts 
from the UN and US to examine the status of the 
missiles found. Further, the GNA’s Foreign 
Minister, Mohammed Sayala, requested for his 
French counterpart, Jean-Yves Le Drian, to 

provide urgent explanation on how the 
missiles reached Haftar’s units, in addition to 
how and when they were delivered.  
 
Meanwhile, on the domestic front, local 
grievances are expected to increase 
resulting in further road closures and 
possible protests across Tripoli and beyond 
due to deteriorated living conditions. 
Criminal activity will likely also increase 
during this period. Recurrent attacks on 
water sites and power stations have resulted 
in outages and blackouts across the country 
and are expected to continue as local 
demands go unheard. This week saw the 
“Anger of Fezzan Movement” attempt to 
close the Sharara and Al-Feel oil fields in 
protest against deteriorated living conditions 
in the South, though reports indicate LNA 
units thwarted the attempt and no 
disruptions occurred as of 15 Jul. 
 
In the Sirte district, the city remains on high 
alert amid reports of potential Islamic State 
(IS) attacks, corroborated by remarks made 
by Sirte’s protection Force (SPF) 
spokesman. Similarly, the state of 
emergency was raised to critical in Sabha in 
anticipation of possible IS attacks. I 
 
In the East, the most significant 
development to hit the city of Benghazi since 
the LNA launched its Tripoli offensive 
occurred on 11 Jul when a vehicle-borne 
improvised explosive device (VBIED) 
detonated targeting the funeral of a former 
Special Forces assistant commander, 
Khalifa Mismari, killing four & wounding 33 
others, including LNA’s Special Forces. A 
probe into the attack is underway.  
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Shahat Security Directorate 
announced a suicide bombing 
attempt was foiled on 08 Mar. A 
13 year-old Egyptian national was 
reportedly arrested carrying an 
improvised explosive device 
(IED), which he planned to 
detonate in a busy market, in the 
city’s Souq Al Jum'aa area. No 
further information available. 

Sources reported Al-Kaniat militia field 
commander, Mohsin Al-Kani, refused an 
offer presented by the GNA to 
handover Tarhunah and turn against the 
LNA in exchange for 30,000 US dollars 
(USD). Sources reported Al-Kani 
responded by stating that Tarhunah is 
not like Gharyan, in reference to the 
recent anti-LNA attack launched from 
within the city on 26 Jun. 

The GNA’s Western Military Region Joint 
Operation Room, commanded by 
Osama Juwaili, suspended air traffic 
at Bani Walid Airport on 08 Jul and 
warned over actions that will be taken 
against violators, whilst calling on all 
civilians to immediately evacuate the 
airport. In response, dozens of Bani 
Walid locals protested inside the airport 
in rejection of Juwali’s decision at dawn 
on 08 Jul, stressing that the airport is for 
all Libyans and demanded its exclusion 
from all conflicts.  
 

 
 

2. National Security Map 
Juwaili suspends air traffic at Bani Walid Airport; Sharara Oil Field closure denied 
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Conflicting reports emerged 
over the closure 
of Sharara and Al-Fell oil 
fields by the “Anger of 
Fezzan Movement” in 
protest against deteriorated 
living conditions in the South, 
though the latest reports 
suggest LNA units thwarted 
the attempt and the filed 
remains operational as of 15 
Jul. 
 

On 09 Jul, Sabha’s Military 
Region raised the state of 
emergency to critical in 
anticipation of suspicious 
Islamic State (IS) movements 
on the outskirts of the city.  

Local reports from 09 Jul 
indicate LNA-affiliated 
security forces, along with 
locals, repelled an attack by 
Chadian gangs in Murzuq. 
The United Nations Support 
Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) 
called on all parties in 
Murzuq to “exercise 
restraint” and return to 
dialogue.  

 

Local outlets citing an 
unidentified military source 
reported 250 members of the 
LNA’s 104 and Omar Al-
Mukhtar Brigades 
in Tobruk mobilised towards 

the Ajdabiya area on 07 Jul. 

The forces are reportedly 
prepared to receive orders to 
advance towards the Oil 
Crescent region in place of 
the existing battalions who 
are due to carry out other 
undeclared operations else. 
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3. Nationwide Security Analysis 
Majority of fatalities in Tripoli district followed by Benghazi due to VBIED attack 

  
     

   

   
  
 

 

Nationwide fatalities by 
type of attack (Past week) 
 

 

Nationwide incidents by 
type of attack (Past week) 
 

Nationwide incidents by 
national district (Past week) 
 

   Nationwide fatalities by 
national district (Past week) 
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Nationwide Fatalities by Type of Attack (Past 27 Weeks)  
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Data Analysis 
     

WB recorded this week a total of 60 confirmed deaths in Libya, which compares to 266 deaths reported last week and 51 the week before. 
This week marks a sharp decrease in nationwide fatalities recorded. Similar to previous weeks, violent clashes in Tripoli resulted in the 
highest number of fatalities, followed by isolated gunfire-related incidents, an IED/VBIED incident, and three bodies found. Beyond Tripoli, 
fatalities were recorded in Benghazi, Murgub, Sabha, Al-Wahat and Murzuq districts. Whilst there was a decrease in airstrikes, this week 
saw an increase in violent clashes and arrests. A VBIED incident was also recorded in Benghazi this week, accounting for four fatalities. 
WB recorded sporadic security incidents across all of Libya’s Western, central, Southern and Eastern regions over the course of the 
reporting period. Several security incidents were reported throughout the country including, 14 violent clashes, 14 airstrikes, 10 arrests, 5 
cases of isolated gunfire, 5 attacks, 4 mortar/rocket shelling incidents, 3 protests, 3 bodies found, 1 arson, 1 kidnapping, 1 robbery, 1 
IED/VBIED explosion.  
 
In Western Libya, WB recorded a total of 51 incidents, including 36 incidents in the capital city, Tripoli, marking a decrease in security 
incidents reported in Tripoli and the Western region. In Tripoli, local reports indicate migrants held at the Tajoura detention centre protested 
in rejection of a decision issued by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to evacuate 55 out of over 310 migrants 
at the centre on 09 Jul. The migrants also protested the recent airstrike targeting the detention centre which resulted in 53 fatalities and 130 
injuries on 02 Jul. Meanwhile, Reuters citing an unidentified local official at the detention centre, stated that “they opened the gates and let 
them go” after only 55 migrants were included on the UNHCR’s evacuation list. Separately, the National Oil Corporation’s (NOC) General 
Trade Union protested in front of the NOC’s new building in Tripoli at approximately 1200hrs on 13 Jul in solidarity with two colleagues who 
were abducted whilst performing their duties in the Sharara Oil Field in Jul 2018. In the wider West, local reports indicate an armed group 
stormed two power stations at the Al-Khoms Power Station and subsequently closed the plants which caused a state of panic among 
workers and impacted the performance of the electrical grid on 08 Jul. Meanwhile, local reports indicate an armed group stormed Al-
Zawiya’s Al-Harsha Station and opened fire after physically assaulting its workers on 09 Jul.  

 
In the central region, local reports from 08 Jul indicate a security patrol positioned on a road South of Sirte, arrested three LNA-affiliated 
units, including two forces and a brigadier. The LNA units came from the East and were headed to the Western region in support of the 
LNA’s Tripoli offensive, and were found with 50,000 Libyan dinars (LYD) and a bank cheque worth 1.5 million LYD. Separately, Sirte’s 
Protection Force (SPF) spokesperson, Taha Hadid, warned over Islamic State (IS) attacks in an effort for the group to expand its 
geographical presence.  
 
Turning to Southern Libya, beyond sporadic security incidents recorded across the region, in the latest Islamic State (IS) Al-Naba newsletter, 
the group included a lengthy biography of one its prominent leaders, the head of the group's Information Office “Information Diwan”, identified 
as Mohammed Bin Ahmed Bin Ali Al-Fallata of Sudanese nationality, who was killed by LNA units in Southern Libya. Referred to as "Abu 
Assam Al-Sudani", reports indicate he was born in Sudan after which his family moved to Saudi Arabia to learn the Quran. Al-Sudani was 
later influenced by the Jordanian militant, Abu Musab Al-Zarqawi, during the US invasion of Iraq in 2003. 
 
In Eastern Libya, this week was marked by a vehicle-borne improvised explosive device (VBIED) detonated targeting the funeral of a former 
Special Forces assistant commander, Khalifa Mismari, resulting in four fatalities and 33 injuries in Benghazi’s Hawari Cemetery on 11 Jul. 
 
 
 
 

 
In Eastern Libya, reports suggest a man’s body was found with signs of torture in Benghazi’s Sidi Faraj area on 24 Jun.  

 



Libya Weekly Political and Security Update 
Further distribution without written consent of Whispering Bell is strictly prohibited.  The Whispering Bell Libya Weekly Political and Security Update™ does not constitute advice and must not be regarded as a substitute 
for detailed advice in individual cases. It is provided “as is” and without warranty of any kind. Whispering Bell shall have no liability arising from any use made of this report, or any part of it, to the fullest extent 
permitted by law. No part of this report may be reproduced in any form. Copyright © 2018. All rights reserved. 

5 

 
 

 

Whispering Bell July 16, 2019 

4. Tripoli Neighborhood Report 
LNA advances in Khallat Forjan; local grievances due to power/water cuts 

 

 

 

 6 Militiaman kills policeman at gas station 
WB sources reported two men were killed, and 
another wounded, at the Al-Rahela Gas Station in 
Tripoli’s Qerqarish area at approximately 1630hrs 
on 11 Jul. Initial reports indicate an unidentified 
militiaman killed a policeman who prevented him 
from filling gas after he attempted to bypass the 
queue. In response, sources reported a funeral 
prayer of the policeman was held at Martyrs’ 
Square in the afternoon on 12 Jul. Separately, 
sources reported sporadic gunfire heard in 
Tripoli’s Hai Alandalus area at approximately 
224hrs on 11 Jul. Initial reports indicate the gunfire 
occurred in front of the Black Ggergarsh Fast 
Food in the Qerqarish area. The gunfire could be 
linked to the security incident at the Al-Rahela Gas 
Station. 
 
Road closures in protest against power cuts 
At approximately 1230hrs on 11 Jul, sources 
reported dozens of Tripoli’s Souq Al Jum'aa locals 
closed multiple roads in their area, including 
the main road of the Souq Al Jum'aa area, under 
the Souq Al-Souq Al-Jum’aa Bridge of 20 Ramadan 
Road, by erecting dirt barricades and burning tires 
in protest against ongoing lengthy power cuts. At 
approximately 1415hrs, sources reported the locals 
gathered at the Souq Al Jum'aa Municipality after 
which the latter issued a statement in support of the 
locals' demands and called for the dismissal of the 
General Electricity Company of Libya’s (GECOL) 
Board of Directors, as well as charging them with 
corruption and the misuse of public funds.  
 

LNA advances on Khallat Forjan front 
In the latest development on the frontlines, sources 
reported Libyan National Army (LNA) units advanced 
South of Gharyan and controlled the Al-Ghadamas 
Checkpoint located on the bottom of the Western 
mountains at night on 13 Jul. Earlier between 10-11 

Jul, WB sources reported the LNA advanced on 
the Khallat Alfurjan front, controlling most of the area, 
whilst Government of National Accord (GNA) forces 
retreated and were stationed in front of the Salah 
Eddein visa and passport office in Salah Eddein area.  
 
On the domestic front, LNA spokesperson Ahmed Al-
Mesmari, stated rooftop antennas installed on 
Tripoli’s buildings stand as legitimate targets for the 
LNA’s Air Force (LAF), including public buildings, 
should they fail to be removed. Following the 
circulation of the threat, Al-Mesmari rephrased his 
remarks by specifically stating that military antennas 
will be targeted, whilst linking it to a recent LNA 
airstrike it claimed destroyed the main unmanned 
aerial vehicles (UAV) Operations Room in MJI on 07 
Jul. Separately, the LNA’s Military Information 
Division (MID) alerted Tripoli’s residents to take 
precautions and avoid the engagement areas and 
military camps, particularly the areas of Salah 
Eddien and Alhadba Alkhadra. 
 
On 09 Jul, the German Chancellor Angela Merkel, 
called for an unconditional ceasefire in Libya whilst 
addressing foreign ambassadors serving in Germany 
at an annual reception held near Berlin. 
 

KEY INCIDENTS 

1. (06-7 Jul) No changes; sporadic 
clashes in Wadi Al-Rabei & Ain Zara 

2.  (07 Jul) Armed robberies targeting 
wholesale shops in Al-Kreymiya 

3. (07 Jul) LNA spox threatens to target 
rooftop antennas on Tripoli buildings 

4. (07 Jul) Tripoli Security Directorate 
arrests remaining gang members 

5. (07-08 Jul) LNA claim repelling GNA 
attack in the Wlidlife Garden area 

6. (08-09 Jul) LNA vows significant 
changes as reinforcements arrive 

7. (09 Jul) Migrant protest UNHCR 
partial evacuation of detention centre 

8. (09-10 Jul) LNA’s 9th Brigade 
mobilises towards Khallat Al-Forjan 

9. (10-11 Jul) LNA advances on Khallat 
Forjan front; GNA retreats  

10. (11 Jul) Funeral prayer over man 
killed by militiaman at gas station 

11. (11 Jul) Souq Al-Jum’aa & Hai Al-
Islami locals’ close roads  
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5. Benghazi Neighborhood Report 
VBIED targets funeral of former SF assistant commander; LNA casualties 

 

    

 

  

(HoR) head, Aguila Saleh, the Interim Government 
Prime Minister, Abdallah Al-Thinni and the LNA head, 
Khalifa Haftar, in the LNA’s HQ in Ar-Rajmah  on 12 Jul. 
The meeting discussed the latest developments in the 
Libyan conflict with no further details provided on its 
outcome. The LNA’s Chief of Staff, Brig Gen Abdulrazaq 
Al-Nadouri, began a probe into the VBIED attack across 
Benghazi's security services on 13 Jul. The incident 
marks the most significant attack to hit Benghazi since 
the LNA launched its Tripoli offensive on 04 Apr. 
 
Al-Werfalli promoted to Lieutenant Colonel 
Reports suggest the LNA’s General Command 
promoted the LNA’s Saiqa Special Forces Commander, 
Mahmoud Al-Werfalli, to the post of Lieutenant Colonel 
on 07 Jul. Al-Werfalli is wanted by the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) for his involvement in alleged war 
crimes, including extrajudicial killings and summary 
executions. The second ICC arrest warrant against Al-
Werfalli was issued on 05 Jul 2018. 
 
Deputy UNSRSG conducts eight-day visit to East 
The Deputy Special Representative of the United 
Nations Secretary-General (UNSRSG) for Political 
Affairs, Stephanie Williams, is conducting an eight-day 
tour to the Eastern region following the recent opening 
of the United Nations (UN) office in Benghazi. William’s 
visit and several meetings with political and social 
figures comes as part of efforts to strengthen the 
mission’s presence in the region and support local 
authorities in uniting the social fabric of Libya. 
 
  
 

VBIED targets funeral of ex-SF commander 
A vehicle-borne improvised explosive device 
(VBIED) detonated targeting the funeral of a 
former Special Forces assistant commander 
under the Gaddafi regime, Khalifa Al-Mismari, 
held at Benghazi’s Hawari Cemetery, resulting 
in at least four fatalities and 33 injuries at 
approximately 1430hrs on 11 Jul. Reports 
indicate the current head of the LNA’s Saiqa 
Special Forces, Wanis Bukhmada, was at the 
scene and unharmed, though a large number 
of his forces were among the casualties. 
Reuters cited a witness indicating two burned 
vehicles at the site. Following the incident, the 
LNA’s head, Khalifa Haftar, ordered the Chief 
of General Staff, Abdulrazak Al-Nadouri, to 
carry out an immediate investigation across all 
security bodies. Whilst there has yet to be an 
official claim of responsibility, the LNA 
spokesperson, Ahmed Al-Mesmari, held the 
GNA’s PM Fayez Al-Serraj directly 
responsible for the attack during a press 
briefing, as well linking the Muslim 
Brotherhood (MB), Al-Qaeda (AQ) and the 
Islamic State (IS) to the attack, noting that the 
incident indicated militant tactics. Beyond, 
LNA units blamed Turkey due to its support of 
militant groups, along with Al-Serraj, 
according to Bloomberg. Meanwhile, local 
reports indicate an extended meeting was 
held between the House of Representatives 

KEY INCIDENTS  

1. (07 Jul) ICC-wanted LNA Saiqa SF 
commander promoted to Lt. Col. 

2. (07 Jul) Al-Thinni opens new 
Benghazi Municipality HQ 

3. (09 Jul) CID arrests criminal with 
forged documents  

4. (11 Jul) VBIED targets funeral of 
former SF assistant commander 

5. (12 Jul) Meeting between Haftar, 
HoR head & Interim Govt. PM 

6. (12 Jul) General Investigation Unit 
arrests drug trafficker  

7. (13 Jul) LNA’s Chief of Staff begins 
probe into VBIED attack on 11 Jul 
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6. What’s next  
Deteriorated living conditions to spark unrest in Tripoli and beyond 
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POLITICAL FORECAST 
 
This week was marked by a delegation of approximately 80 Tobruk-based 
House of Representatives (HoR) deputies arriving in Cairo on 13 Jul to 
participate in a three-day summit under the auspices of the Egyptian 
National Committee on Libyan Affairs. The meetings come as part of an 
Egyptian initiative to reach a HoR-led political solution and unify the Libyan 
army. The talks will discuss Libya’s stability, support for the Libyan National 
Army, as well as enhancing the parliament’s role. Reports indicate the 
attendees discussed means of combatting Turkey’s role in military and 
fiscally supporting Tripoli’s militias. Parallel HoR members convening in 
Tripoli since May rejected the Egyptian invitation due to its role in fueling 
the conflict in Tripoli. Whilst the Cairo-hosted talks seek to bring an end to 
fragmentation among MPs, its outcomes are unlikely to be endorsed by 
Tripoli-based HoR members. Domestically, the Interim Government Prime 
Minister, Abdallah Al-Thinni, discussed preparations for holding municipal 
elections across all municipalities under its control during a meeting with 
the Minister of Local Government Adel Al-Zaidi, along with the committee 
tasked with overseeing elections, in Benghazi. Al-Thinni called on Libyans 
to meet their responsibilities as voting is due to commence within 90 days. 
Al-Zaidi stated that his government did not recognize the previous results 
of the Government of National Accord (GNA)-sanctioned municipal 
elections. Meanwhile, Libya’s Supreme Judicial Council convened in Tripoli 
following the election of 12 of its members over the course of a three-year 
term. The Presidential Council (PC) congratulated the council in what it 
referred to as “transparent” elections that should be perceived as a part of 
other constitutional measures required to establish a civilian state with an 
independent judiciary.  
 
 
 
  

 

SECURITY FORECAST 
 
Despite ongoing reports of the LNA vowing imminent escalation in a final 
push after claiming to have exhausted Tripoli’s militias, this week lacked 
significant advances despite reports of LNA reinforcements joining 
Tripoli’s frontlines. Regardless of whether an LNA push proves true on 
the ground, Mitiga International Airport (MJI) will likely remain a target 
for the LNA due to the presence of GNA unmanned aerial vehicles 
(UAVs). Further, MJI could be targeted by Al-Bugra militia following 
recent renewed calls to free its members from the Special Deterrence 
Force (SDF)-controlled Mitiga prison. Meanwhile, the capital could 
witness increased unrest, including protests and road closures, due to 
local grievances fueled by power, water and gasoline 
outages/shortages. Beyond Tripoli, reports of LNA advancing South of 
Gharyan indicates the LNA’s ability to continue to gain ground. In the 
wider West, attacks on water sites and power stations, particularly by 
groups from other cities/regions witnessing lengthy power cuts and total 
blackouts, are probable. In the central region, the situation remains 
tense in the Sirte district as indicated by the Sirte Protection Force 
(SPF)’s spokesman warning over potential Islamic State (IS) attacks. In 
the South, clashes continued in Murzuq though the latest reports 
indicate a ceasefire was reached. Regardless, criminal activity across 
the South, including Sabha, will likely persist amid an overall absence of 
government/LNA oversight. Meanwhile, key Southern oil fields remain 
subject to potential disruptions should local demands go unheard. In the 
East, increased security presence & arrest campaigns are expected in 
Benghazi after a VBIED targeted the funeral of a former military force. 

LIBYANS AND THE ARAB STREET 
 
Writing for “Asharq Al-Awsat”, the author Jamal Jawhar, highlights how 
House of Representatives (HoR) members warn against Turkey’s military 
support of Tripoli’s militias in their ongoing visit to Cairo organised by the 
Egyptian National Committee for Libyan Affairs. Jawhar states “Libyan 
MPs warned Saturday against the dangers of the "Turkish role over their 
country’s stability,” due to Ankara's arming of terrorist militias in Tripoli. 
They also stressed their keenness to “extend bridges of cooperation with 
Egypt and bolster means of communication to eliminate terrorism in their 
country.” This came during the visit of Libyan parliamentarians to Cairo to 
participate in the meeting organized by the Egyptian national committee 
entrusted with helping Libyans reach a political solution. Around 80 
deputies arrived in Cairo by Saturday to discuss several issues, mainly 
the sharp division among MPs, the financing of armed militias and the fight 
against terrorism. Since May, around 60 deputies boycotted the 
parliament sessions in Tobruk, chaired by Libyan parliament Speaker 
Aguila Saleh. They began holding parallel sessions at Rixos hotel in the 
capital, where they elected Sadiq al-Kahili as the Libyan Parliament 
Speaker. Meanwhile, Ebtisam al-Rubai, a member of the Libyan House of 
Representatives, said: “there is a suspicious Turkish role in the increase 
of the Libyan crisis as they are supporting militias with arms and money. 
”The Turkish role is well known to all, causing casualties and negatively 
affecting Libya’s security and stability. Our priority now in Libya is to 
eliminate terrorism,” she said. Rubai also highlighted the importance of 
Egypt’s role in supporting the Libyan people and achieving security and 
stability. For his part, Libyan MP Abdul Muttalib Thabit said on the 
sidelines of the visit: “We have sought through our meetings on Saturday 
in the parliament and the Arab League on Sunday to work on uniting Arab 
efforts to counter the Turkish intervention in Libya.  

 

WHAT OTHER EXPERTS SAY 
 

In an article for “The Arab Weekly”, Reuters journalist Lamine Ghanmi, 
discusses how recent heavy losses within Government of National 
Accord (GNA) ranks’ draws concern among its supporters. Ghanmi 
writes “In a sign of a possibly changing tide in the battle for Tripoli, jihadist 
spiritual guide Sadiq al-Ghiriani expressed concern that Libya’s most 
powerful Islamist militia was suffering heavy losses in its attempt to ward 
off the advance of the Libyan National Army. Ghiriani, the former grand 
mufti of Libya, said the Misrata militia had endured the “heaviest losses” 
in the fight against the Libyan National Army (LNA), which is trying to 
clear Tripoli of Islamists and various militias that control the city. “I’m 
shocked by the large number of the Misrata fighters killed during the past 
week,” Ghiriani said on July 8. “We have to reverse the failures that led 
to the loss of such a high number of fighters. “The duty calls upon us to 
examine the situation and shed the light into the factors and causes of 
these losses to avoid them in the future. When we look at the situation 
at the front line, we find out the situation is the same at the same point 
where we started more than three months ago.” His assessment 
appeared to support statements by LNA commanders who said their 
strategy involves a war of attrition before swarming the militias to take 
control of the centre of Tripoli. LNA General Ali Saleh Qahtani outlined 
the force’s plans to take control of Tripoli. “The first stage was to advance 
in the capital and take positions in a selected range of outposts according 
to a plan and instructions from the high command. The second stage is 
to drain the force of the enemy and avoid casualties among civilians and 
damage to civil facilities,” he said. “The biggest and decisive goal is to 
finish off the battle to free Tripoli and, for that, we are waiting for the 
orders and instructions of the high command of the LNA to complete this 
stage with all its details.”  
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