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1. The Big Picture 

June 25, 2018 

LNA seizes Oil Crescent; rhetoric of intervention in West 

Bell 

Libya Weekly 

Political  Security 
Update 

KEY POINTS 

• Jathran allegedly in Misrata  

• Hints at LNA intervention in West 

• Situation likely to take political turn    

On 22 Jun, the National Oil Corporation 
(NOC) confirmed the Libyan National 
Army’s (LNA) control of Es-Sider and Ras 
Lanuf terminals and ports after ousting 
former Petroleum Facilities Guard (PFG) 
commander, Ibrahim Jathran, and 
affiliated militants from the area.  
 
Jathran reportedly coordinated the attack 
on the Oil Crescent from Bani Walid and 
there are reports confirming the Benghazi 
Defence Brigades’ (BDB) involvement in 
the attack. Based on a document found in 
a vehicle seized by the LNA from the 
attackers, militants could have obtained 
an entry pass granting them free 
movement through some checkpoints. 
The document appears to be issued from 
a prominent BDB commander, which 
would corroborate the group’s 
involvement. 
 
According to the Libya Times publication, 
the attack was a disinformation campaign 
by the BDB, which reportedly utilized 
Ibrahim Jathran as a figurehead to 
portray the attack as a peaceful seizure to 
reinstate Mgharbas’ control. The BDB 
allegedly sought to bargain on Jathran’s 
tribal links.  
 
There has been mounting evidence to 
indicate a potential involvement of some 
Misrata elements, likely Libyan Islamic 
Fighting Group (LIFG)-affiliated, in 
supporting Jathran, which has sparked 
concerns over a full LNA mobilization in 
the West. LNA officials and pro-LNA 
sources have hinted on multiple 
occasions at the possibility of pursuing 
militants. On 22 Jun, LNA airstrikes 
targeted the Sdadah castle, where BDB 
militants established a strong presence. 
 
However, despite growing rhetoric, and in 
a pre-election and post-Paris Summit 

context, threats of intervention in the 
West stand as likely attempts to secure 
votes and undermine rival factions. 
Regardless of its motive, the Jathran 
attack and LNA’s rapid intervention, is 
proving instrumental in raising eastern 
candidates’ prospects in any upcoming 
elections, especially amid decreasing 
Government of National Accord (GNA) 
popularity in the capital city and 
beyond. 
 
While there remains the possibility of an 
LNA mobilization near Sirte and Bani 
Walid – justified by militants’ presence - 
a complete military intervention in 
Tripoli is unlikely in the short and 
medium term. Instead, the recent 
situation in the Oil Crescent will more 
likely “take a political turn”, as part of 
the broader East-West divide in the run-
up to the planned elections. This 
political dimension is evidenced by an 
LNA statement suggesting the likely 
motive behind the Oil Crescent 
incidents was to undermine the Paris 
Summit and upcoming elections.  
 
Additionally, there remains the 
possibility that the Oil Crescent 
situation will increase accusations 
targeting Western institutions such as 
the Central Bank of Libya (CBL), amid 
emerging calls to halt oil revenues from 
flowing through institutions in the West.  
Regardless, the Oil Crescent situation 
is already beginning to shape narratives 
in the run-up to the elections, though it 
remains unclear whether a complete 
LNA intervention in the West is likely.  
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2. National Security Map 
LNA to carry out airstrikes from 25 Jun; state of alert in Brak due to extremist presence 
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The Libyan National Army 

(LNA) Air Force warned that it 

will engage militants and any 

suspicious movements with live 

ammunition in Gulf of 

Sirte, Haruj, Tamassa, and 

southeastern parts, including 

the Chadian and Sudanese 

border areas, beginning midday 

on 25 Jun. There has been a 

surge in LNA airstrikes in 

central and western parts of the 

country over the past week as 

the LNA attempts to pursue 

militants affiliated to the former 

head of the Petroleum Facilities 

Guard (PFG), Ibrahim Jathran, 

after they fled the Oil Crescent. 

Meanwhile, the LNA declared a 

security alert in the Brak area 

and Brak Al-Shatti areas in the 

South after reports confirming 

extremist presence in the area. 

 
 

On 23 Jun, three Turkish engineers 

working for the Turkish company Enka, 

were released after an unidentified 

armed group abducted the victims on 

the road between Awbari and Ghat  on 

03 Nov 2017. 

 
 

Reports suggest a suicide vehicle-
borne improvised explosive device 

(SVBIED) attack resulted in the death 
of four Libyan National Army (LNA) 
soldiers in Derna on 20 Jun. The 
attacker was likely a member of the 
Derna Protection Force (DPF), 
attempting to disguise his identity by 
carrying a white flag. 
 

On 18 Jun, reports suggest a 
woman’s body was found 
West of Al-Ajilat. According to 
reports, the body revealed 
signs of a murder.  
 

On 22 Jun, LNA airstrikes 
targeted the Sdadah castle, 
where BDB militants 
established a strong 
presence. Meanwhile, fairly 
reliable reports indicate that 
Jathran arrived in Misrata 
under the protection of militia 

leaders, including Makhlouf 
Damona and other Libyan 
Islamic Fighting Group (LIFG) 
figures loyal to the 
controversial Mufti, Sadiq 
Gheriani.  
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Nationwide incidents by type 

of attack (Past week) 

 

Nationwide fatalities by 

national district (Past week) 

 

Nationwide incidents by 

national district (Past week) 
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3. Nationwide Security Analysis 
Surge in bodies found following Oil Crescent clashes   

  

    
  

 

 

Nationwide fatalities by 

type of attack (Past week) 
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Nationwide Fatalities by Type of Attack (Past 27 Weeks)  
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Data Analysis 

Whispering Bell recorded this week a total of 24 confirmed deaths in Libya, which compares to 62 deaths reported 
last week and 25 the week before. This week there were no violent clashes recorded, though bodies found 
accounted for half of the nationwide fatalities. While the LNA ousted Jathran from the Oil Crescent and clashes 
came to a halt, airstrikes continued in the western and central areas. Several security incidents were reported 
throughout the country, including 5 cases of isolated gunfire, 4 arrests, 4 reports of airstrikes, 2 IED/VBIED 
incidents, a total of 12 bodies found, and a mortar/rocket incident.   
 
In Western Libya, Whispering Bell recorded a total of 8 incidents, including 4 incidents in the capital city, Tripoli. 
Whispering Bell recorded in Tripoli rumours of an attack. Unconfirmed reports indicate a mobilization and 
movement of approximately 12 technical military vehicles belonging to the Zliten-based Al-Adiyat militia, joined by 
another local armed group, in Msallata at approximately 1130hrs on 20 Jun. The same reports suggest the groups 
moved towards Tripoli amid rumours of a potential alliance with the Al-Bugra militia in Garabolli to carry out an 
attack against the Special Deterrence Force (SDF) at Tripoli’s Mitiga Airport, allegedly to release prisoners 
detained in the Mitiga prison. There were other reports of a convoy of approximately 50 to 70 vehicles in an 
unidentified area of Tajoura at approximately 0100hrs and a mobilization at approximately 1900hrs at the Salah 
Eddein Traffic Light. Although unclear, these movements could be reinforcements from Tripoli’s main militias to 
counter any potential attack, especially following reports of an imminent attack by Al-Bugra militia in the vicinity of 
Mitiga Airport. Whispering sources reported no signs of further escalation as of 1000hrs local time on 21 Jun. 

   
The week in Central Libya was marked by LNA forces recovering bodies as clashes came to a halt. On 23 Jun, the 
Red Crescent branch of Ajdabiya, recovered 5 bodies from the Oil Crescent area. The bodies were reportedly of 
both LNA soldiers and Jathran’s forces, including Chadian mercenaries.  
 
Turning to southern Libya, the LNA declared a security alert in the Brak area and Brak Al-Shatti areas in the South 
after reports confirming the presence of extremist elements, suspected Islamic State (IS) militants, in the area. 
While there has been a relative decrease in the number of incidents in the South over the past month, tensions 
could escalate amid reports some Jathran-affiliated militants, likely Chadian mercenaries, fled toward the South. 
 
In Eastern Libya, Benghazi, indiscriminate gunfire continues to pose a threat to civilians. Indiscriminate mortar 
shells fell on Benghazi’s Al-Leithi and Shabana areas at night on 22 Jun. In Derna, IED/VBIED incidents accounted 
for all of the fatalities recorded in the city, in a clear sign that militants will likely continue to employ IEDs/VBIEDs to 
compensate for territorial losses and heavy setbacks. 
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4. Tripoli Neighborhood Report 
Tajoura Ops Room warning amid militia tensions; rumours of Tripoli attack 

  

  

  

 Tripoli Revolutionaries Brigade (TRB) 
and its commander Haithem Tajouri. 
Whispering Bell recorded a surge in 
unconfirmed reports of a potential 
imminent Tripoli attack over the past 
month. 
 

Sporadic security incidents 
Reports suggest five unidentified 
assailants riding a white Toyota 
Tundra vehicle robbed two occupied 
residential houses in Tripoli’s Khallat 
Oun area, in the morning, on 19 Jun. 
The assailants reportedly stole 
belongings, including mobile phones, 
though no security incidents were 
reported. Robberies remain frequent 
across the capital city. Meanwhile, 
ina separate incident, local reports 
suggest the body of an infant was 
found in a garbage can by security 
forces in Tripoli on 20 Jun. According 
to reports, the infant was killed, and 
the body was burned and thrown on 
an unidentified street in Tripoli. 
Neither the motive behind the killing 
nor the identity of the assailants are 
known. 
 
 
 
 
 

KEY INCIDENTS 

1. (16 Jun) Armed group robs shops 

in Garabouli 

2. (18 Jun) Sounds of heavy gunfire 

in Tajoura 

3. (19 Jun) Unidentified assailants 

rob two houses in Khallat Oun 

4. (20 Jun) Infant’s body found in 

garbage can 

5. (21 Jun) Tajoura Operations 

Room issues warning for locals 

Warning amid militia tensions 
The Tajoura Operations Room, 
affiliated to the Government of 
National Accord (GNA), issued a 
statement warning Tajoura residents 
And military units from engaging in  
any attempts to destabilize the 
security situation in the area. The 
statement, dated 21 Jun but made 
public on 24 Jun, also calls for a de-
escalation of tensions, warning local 
armed groups from joining any 
potential mobilization to enter the 
capital city from the East, Tajoura. 
The statement would come amid 
growing rumours of a potential militia 
coalition attacking the capital city and 
tensions that could challenge the 
central government of the GNA and 
Fayez Al-Sarraj. There were emerging 
and unconfirmed reports of a meeting 
between militias, including Al-Bugra 
militia, on 22 Jun, though Whispering 
Bell sources indicated nothing 
significant to report (NSTR) in the 
security environment in the capital city 
on 22 Jun. Additional unconfirmed 
reports suggest tensions are high 
within the  
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5. Benghazi Neighborhood Report 
Unidentified gunmen kill man in the Sabala area 

 

    

 

  
Narcotics dealer captured 
According to members of 
Benghazi’s Directorate of Security, 
authorities seized a large quantity of 
cannabis resin estimated at 45kg. 
Reports suggest the Information 
Office in the security department 
received intelligence from a local on 
the presence of a large quantity of 
cannabis resin, after which 
authorities were sent to the scene 
and seized the narcotics. Local 
authorities continue arrest 
campaigns targeting narcotic 
dealers, though there are no 
incentives for criminal networks to 
cease trading given how lucrative it 
is. Tramadol pills and cannabis 
resin remain the most common 
narcotics found across Libya. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY INCIDENTS  

1.  (14 Jun) Indiscriminate gunfire 

injures man in Sabala 

2. (22 Jun) Mortar shells fall on 

Al-Leithi and Shabana 

3. (23 Jun) Authorities capture 

narcotics dealer  

4.  

Indiscriminate gunfire/shelling 
Local reports suggest a 45-year-old 
man was killed as a result of a gunshot 
wound fired by unidentified gunmen in 
Benghazi’s Sabala area on 14 Jun. 
According to reports, tensions 
escalated between the gunmen riding 
in a military vehicle and the victim as 
he was heading to a mosque for 
evening prayers. The victim reportedly 
asked the gunmen to reduce their 
speed, after which they shot him in the 
head. Locals demanded authorities to 
take all necessary measures to arrest 
the perpetrators, noting that the victim 
worked in a cafe and was known for his 
good conduct. Locals often ride in 
military vehicles with no affiliation to a 
military and/or security group, and 
intimidate locals. Meanwhile, in a 
separate incident, reports indicate 
indiscriminate mortar shells fell on 
Benghazi’s Al-Leithi and Shabana 
areas at night on 22 Jun. There were 
no reports of fatalities or casualties, 
though indiscriminate gunfire remains a 
common occurrence in Benghazi.  
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6. What’s next  
No signs of national unification efforts yet plans for elections proceed 
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POLITICAL FORECAST 
 
The latest developments suggest that the race to 
Presidential and Parliamentary elections has begun in 
Libya. Khalifa Haftar, a main Presidential candidate, has 
regained control of the Oil Crescent from Ibrahim Jathran’s 
forces, whilst nearing the end of his offensive targeting 
militant groups in Derna. Haftar’s latest comments on 
rejecting the notion of submitting the military to the 
executive branch highlights the lack of consensus 
regarding unifications efforts. Meanwhile, in the West, the 
Sarraj-led Government of National Accord (GNA) remains 
fragile to potential shifts of alliances in the capital and 
beyond, as the power hub remains reliant on the cartel of 
militias securing Tripoli. Amid rumours of a potential attack 
on Tripoli, the GNA’s reportedly diminishing popularity, 
may be further exarcebated. Beyond this, France’s Brigitte 
Curmi met with Misratan elements to gain their support for 
the Paris Summit, an initiative previously rejected by the 
Misratans, given their observatory role. France’s 
aspirations are perceived by observers as counter to 
Italy’s motives in Libya, and therefore, suggest a power 
struggle that is beyond national rivals vying for power.  

SECURITY FORECAST 
 
Despite a decrease in sporadic security incidents this 
week, the situation remains tense in Tripoli amid rumours 
of a potential attack by a coalition of militias on the capital 
city. Moreover, unconfirmed reports indicate that tensions 
are high within the Tripoli Revolutionaries Brigade (TRB) 
and its commander Haithem Tajouri, which if confirmed, 
may have ramifications on the capital city’s security 
situation. In the wider Western region, the Libyan National 
Army (LNA) will likely increase its airstrikes in the central 
and Western regions targeting Jathran-affiliated militants 
that have fled the Oil Crescent, whilst suggesting a 
potential LNA campaign in the areas of Sirte and Bani 
Walid. In Libya’s South, the LNA declared a state of alert in 
the Brak areas amid confirmed presence of extremist 
elements, which may prompt LNA involvement in the 
region. In the Oil Crescent, Haftar’s forces regained control 
of the seized terminals, though heightened security 
presence is likely in the upcoming period. In Derna, the 
LNA continues to rapidly advance into the city, whilst 
militants will likely increase their improvised explosive 
device (IED) attacks to delay the LNA’s full control of the 
city.  

WHAT OTHER EXPERTS SAY 

In an article for “Foreign Policy”, the author, Jason Pack, 
discusses the role of Western powers in plunging Libya 
into further turmoil by pushing for elections in the absence 
of state institutions. “France, Italy, and the array of middle 
powers involved in Libya all have their own geostrategic 
reasons to punch above their weight by dominating the so-
called Libya file. For the French since 
2017, micromanaging the drive toward elections with high-
level summits appears to be their gambit for dominance in 
a country outside their traditional sphere of influence. 
France hosted the first major Libyan conference last July. 
This May, with French support, Francophone U.N. special 
envoy Ghassan Salamé tacitly abandoned his 
previous road map for Libya, dispensing with two stages 
the United Nations had previously stated were necessary 
prerequisites to holding elections: amending the 2015 
Libyan Political Agreement and convening a national 
conference. This was promptly followed by a summit of the 
major Libyan stakeholders in Paris. Somewhere amid this 
flurry of diplomatic activity, France and the U.N. forgot to 
establish the rules of the game or the legal framework that 
would govern these elections. No one in Libya or in 
international capitals knows if the elections will be 
parliamentary or presidential. Nor do they know what is 
being done about the constitutional draft, which is awaiting 
a referendum.” said Pack.  

  
 

 
 
  

LIBYANS AND THE ARAB STREET 
 
In an article for “Foreign Affairs”, the authors, Frederic 
Wehrey and Wolfram Lacher, highlight the fragmentation 
of Libya’s rival players, and discuss how early elections 
could be disastrous. “Progress has been stymied by 
entrenched spoilers and structural factors. Too many elite 
actors are benefiting from the status quo; members of both 
the HoR and the High Council of State seem more 
interested in clinging to power than in moving the country 
forward. In Tripoli, the GNA has fallen prey to a cartel of 
militias who are stuffing the administration with their allies 
to plunder state budgets and assets. Beyond these failures 
in elite will and vision, political shifts on the ground have 
obstructed progress. Power has become more fragmented 
and diffuse, and new coalitions of interest groups are 
forming, often between former antagonists. The parties to 
a potential settlement are becoming increasingly splintered 
and unable to reach a consensus. In the east, multiple 
divisions have surfaced, with many who had backed Hiftar 
during his three-plus-year campaign in Benghazi growing 
resentful of his concentration of authority in the hands of 
his sons and relatives. In the west, the port city of Misrata 
has seen its clout wane in the capital as local Tripoli 
militias have consolidated power—it was this deprivation 
that spurred Misrata to make peace with its rival city of 
Zintan, another power center with longtime interests in the 
capital.” said Wehrey and Lacher  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ispionline.it/it/pubblicazione/foreign-actors-libyas-crisis-17224
https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/un-envoy-salame-says-libyas-political-stalemate-ends-elections-begin
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-un-assembly-libya/unveiling-new-libya-plan-u-n-sees-opportunity-for-peace-idUSKCN1BV2RK
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/may/29/macron-hosts-libyan-factions-in-paris-in-push-to-secure-elections
https://www.libyaobserver.ly/inbrief/libyan-constitution-drafting-assembly-renews-calls-holding-referendum-elections
https://swp-berlin.org/en/publication/libya-tripolis-militia-cartel/
https://swp-berlin.org/en/publication/libya-tripolis-militia-cartel/
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About Whispering Bell 

 
Whispering Bell is a Dubai-based security and risk management consultancy advising clients in challenging and emerging 

markets throughout the Middle East and North Africa. We establish an in depth understanding of the political and security 

environments in which our clients operate. We are staffed by people who live and work in the region, understand the local 

context and speak the languages of the countries in which we report. Whispering Bell works with clients in the region to 

provide the following services: 

 
• Political and Security Risk Assessments 

• Embedded Security Consultants 

• Journey Management and In-Country Facilitation 

• Due Diligence and Investigations 

• Financial and Market Advisory 

• Technical and Information Security Services 

 
Contact Whispering Bell at: +971-4-448-6690 or at ras@whisperingbell.com 

www.whisperingbell.com 
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