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This is an abridged version of the GardaWorld Weekly Libya .Xplored report.  To subscribe to our full 
report or to request a quote for security services in Libya please contact Nigel Lea, Regional Director, 
Libya. 
 

Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment as at the date of 

the Report and are subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report have been formed in good faith 

on the basis of the best information and intelligence available at the time of writing, but no representation or warranty, express or implied, is 

made as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. GardaWorld accepts no liability arising out of or in connection with the comments 

made or the information set out in this Report and the reader is advised that any decision taken to act or not to act in reliance on this Report 

is taken solely at the reader’s own risk. In particular, the comments in this Report should not be construed as advice, legal or otherwise. 
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OUTLOOK 

Short term outlook 
 
 Recent clashes in Sabratah have led to insecurity throughout the North West region.  The LNA is expanding 

its area of influence and opposition militias are retreating into surrounding areas.  The growing instability 
could have a strong impact on Zawiyah and lead to clashes in this area. 

 In Tripoli, several clashes have occurred recently, indicating growing confidence by smaller groups to 
increase their territory or control of lucrative businesses.  Following incidents in Souq Al-Jum’aa, Ain Zara 
and Al Zahra recently, the situation remains tense. 

 An IS attack in Misrata is likely to elicit a strong response from Misratan militia groups against IS locations.  
The incident also demonstrates current IS capabilities and intent to target iconic targets with CPX attacks. 

Medium to long term outlook  
 
 The unveiling of a UN sponsored action plan, aimed at resolving the crisis in Libya, is expected to see long 

term changes in the political and security landscape in the country.  Efforts will be made to return all 
stakeholders to the discussions and push forward a national political constitution.  Presidential and 
Parliamentary elections will be prepared for late-2018. 

 GNA President Serraj and LNA Commander Khalifa Haftar, remain central to international stakeholders’ 
attempts to unify east and west.  However, alternative solutions are being pursued by other entities with 
opposing factions.  As factions move closer to a possible deal, tensions are likely to increase inside Libya, 
and there is potential for some level of fragmentation of their support bases.  As a result, new alliances may 
be formed as progress leaves some with reducing levels of influence. 

 The remnants of the GNC, which has allegedly benefited from Qatari support, remain politically isolated after 
losing their footprint in the capital at the end of May.  Their last attempt to take territory in the capital by force 
failed when their fighters were forced from Garabuli on July 11, and support appears to be waning.  The 
threat is assessed to be evolving as the GNC, and associated forces adapt to the changing environment.  
While intent is assessed to remain, especially for the hardliners, tactics may alter.   

 There are indications that IS is beginning to regroup in Libya.  Some reports suggest fighters from Iraq and 
Syria are heading to North Africa.  The group is reported to be present in some areas south of Sirte, Bani 
Waled, and Sabratah.   

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Governance 
 The UN’s Special Representative to Libya, Ghassan Salamé met with Tebu, Tuareg and Amazigh 

representatives at UNSMIL in Tunis on October 13.  Salamé provided reassurances that the groups would 
be involved in the political process.  Discussions also included UN support to development of remote areas. 

 The Municipal Council in Sabratah has called for early elections in the city.  This is likely in response to 
recent protests demanding the replacement of the mayor and the council. 

 Discussions continue in Tunis on the subject of amendments to the LPA.  Having started off positively, a 
deadlock was reached on the second day.  HoR representatives have suspended talks until amendments 
can be put in writing for further discussion. 

 Saif al-Islam Gaddafi’s legal representative has confirmed that Gaddafi is still in Libya and that he was 
returning to ‘frontline politics.’  The news came days before the sixth anniversary of Muammar Gaddafi’s 
death and has contributed to growing speculation regarding the ‘Green Movement’ in Libya.   

 Humanitarian concerns are growing as UNHCR estimates over 20,500 immigrants are potentially in need of 
assistance in the North West. 

Security 
 The leader of the LNA, Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar, has allegedly warned that Zawiyah will ‘soon come 

under the control of the LNA.’  A statement from groups in Zawiyah says that they will unite against any 
external forces however two groups have stated they will disband in a likely attempt to reduce the pressure 
being place on the city.  
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 The LNA has made a number of structural changes this week.  A new central operations room has been 
established in Benghazi to coordinate LNA activities.  The HQ will be commanded by Major-General Wanis 
Bukhamada, former commander of LNA Special Forces.  Two new units have also been established in 
Ajdabiya and Bani Walid.  

 Rada Special Deterrence Force (RDF) conducted raids targeting a criminal gang in the area around Matiga 
International Airport.  The gang retaliated, leading to fighting which closed the airport a number of times over 
the following days.   

 Rada Special Deterrence Force (RDF) has arrested two people including the commander of 219 Brigade, 
allegedly linked to the Green Movement, which it claims were planning an attack in Tripoli.  In response, 219 
Brigade has closed valves on the Great Man Made River in an attempt to force RDF into releasing their 
commander.   

 Nawasi Brigade launched an attack at Tripoli Port on October 17, in an attempt to remove Brigade 50 from 
the location. 

 The Russian Foreign Ministry has issued a warning towards Russian citizens against coming to Libya, after 
a Russian owned oil tanker, accused of smuggling oil, was attacked by the Libyan Coastguard on October 
06. 

Travel 
 Bani Walid airport is being assessed for use as a civil airport. 

 Libyan Airlines has suspended all flights to Labraq Airport in Bayda.  It reported that the decision had been 
made for the protection and safety of airline staff after staff at the airport “frequently insulted the Libyan 
Airlines’ crew and forced them to carry out acts contrary to the laws of aviation.” 

 The LNA has closed Tobruk’s Hariga Port and instructed all international shipments to the newly reopened 
Benghazi Port. 

 

KEY DATES 
 

Date Occasion Comment 
 

October 20 Anti-government protest in Martyrs’ Sq, Tripoli Organized by Basit Igtet 

October 23 Liberation Day National holiday 

December 24 Independence Day National Holiday 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

Tripolitania High-Extreme High High High High 

Cyrenaica Moderate High-Extreme Moderate High High 

Fezzan High Moderate High High High 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 

Security 
 
Zawiyah:  Tensions remain as the LNA continues to threaten the city 
Tensions have remained high in Zawiyah after Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar indicated his forces were readying to 
move on the city after gaining ground to the west last week.  LNA units were reported to be positioning 
themselves in the southern outskirts of the city, escalating tensions inside.   
 
In response, the al-Farouq and Mohamed Kilani militias both announced they would disband, leaving space for 
the GNA to establish a new force to control Zawiyah.  Although recent events have prompted the move, militia 
groups in the city had been considering their perceived legitimacy, or lack thereof, back in July as the AIOR 
began flexing its muscles.  As such, its possible plans are more developed than they currently appear.  
 
The threat from the LNA has not yet dissipated despite the attempts to deescalate. While some militias in the city 
claim the threat is unifying them, reports indicate ongoing fighting throughout the week inside Zawiyah and 
Haftar is likely to be continuing to influence the evolving situation with his intent remaining on controlling the city, 
and its refinery.  Further fighting is expected in the area which remains tense and volatile.  
 
RDF arrest leads to forced closure of the Great Man Made River 
This week, RDF arrested two people allegedly planning a “mercenary attack” in Tripoli.  One of the men arrested 
has been named as Mabrouk Hanish, who was described as a leader from the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Libya and commander of 219 Brigade.  The second man arrested is a leader from the Sudanese Justice and 
Equality Movement (JEM).  RDF claims that 120 members of JEM travelled to a base in Warshefana after having 
clashed with security forces in Gharyan last month.  RDF claims that the group had planned to seize key entry 
points into Tripoli.  
 
As a result of the arrests, Khalid Hanish, brother of Mabrouk, issued a threat on October 17 to sabotage the 
Great Man Made River within 72 hours if Hanish was not released.  On October 19, reports indicated that 219 
Brigade had followed through with their threat and closed off the valves which provide water to Tripoli.  The 
group has also threatened to blow up pipelines feeding Mellitah. 
 
LNA: New units established 

The LNA has made some structural changes this week.  A new central operations room has been established in 

Benghazi under the command of Major-General Wanis Bukhamada, former commander of LNA Special Forces.   
Two new LNA units were also announced this week; one in Ajdabiya and one in Bani Walid.   
 

WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT 

Tripolitania  
 
Significant activity 
 Demonstration - Oct 13, afternoon, Az Zawiyah Province, Sabratah:  Around 50 people held a demonstration 

in Sabratah against the local government.  The crowd demanded the resignation of the mayor, Hassen 
Dhawadi and the rest of the Municipal Council.  Dhawadi is accused of being an "Islamist sympathizer" after 
allegedly allowing IS fighters to operate in the region in 2015. 

 Armed Clash - Oct 14 09:25, Az Zawiyah Province, Zawiyah:  A local family was selling oil on the black 
market from their compound in Zawiyah.  A heavily armed militia intervened and an armed clash ensued.  
The fighting ended at around 10:10hrs.  No casualties were reported. 

 Armed Clash - Oct 15, Az Zawiyah Province, Zawiyah Oil Refinery:  Several bursts of heavy gunfire was 
reported, coming from the area of the Oil Refinery in Zawiyah.  The incident lasted for approximately 30 
minutes.  It appears that the incident involved a clash at the oil refinery store. 

 VBIED Find - Oct 15, Misrata Province, Bani Waled:  A possible VBIED was found during an operation in an 
industrial part of Bani Waled.  The vehicle was a white Hyundai Elentra.  Two people were arrested in 
connection with the find. 
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 Armed Clash - Oct 15, evening, Tripoli Province, Suq Al-Juma:  RDF conducted arrest operations in 
Ghararat, Souq al-Juma.  Heavy clashes ensued; two people were detained and at least two others were 
killed.   

 RPG - Oct 16, early morning, Tripoli Province, Matiga Airport:  Mitiga Airport was closed following clashes in 
Ghararat on Sunday evening.  RPGs were reportedly fired during the morning (unconfirmed if damage was 
caused). 

 SAF - Oct 16, 11:00, Tripoli Province, Matiga Airport:  Shots fired at Matiga International Airport in Tripoli.   

 Arrest - Oct 15, Tripoli Province, Tajura:  Unconfirmed reports state that “33 Infantry Brigade” raided a gang 
in the Tajura area.  Three people were arrested. 

 Armed Clash - Oct 15, Tripoli Province, Tajura:  Unconfirmed reports state an armed group attacked the 
Jadaida Prison in Tajura in a bid to release prisoners.  It is not known if this was related to the above 
incident. 

 Arrest - Oct 15, Tripoli Province, Tripoli:  The RDF reported that it had arrested Mabrouk Hanish, 
commander of 219 Brigade.  The commander was arrested with a Sudanese national who, RDF alleges, 
was leading a group of mercenaries from the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM). 

 Armed Clash - Oct 17, 08:25, Tripoli Province, Suq Al-Juma:  Heavy clashes reported in Ghararat, likely 
between RDF and a local criminal gang.  At least seven people were killed, including four RDF fighters and 
three from Ghararat.   

 Armed Clash - Oct 17, 08:30, Tripoli Province, Matiga Airport:  RPG and SAF occurred approximately 400m 
from Matiga Airport.   

 SAF - Oct 17, 13:00, Tripoli Province, Tripoli:  RDF closed the Coastal Highway in central Tripoli as it 
continued operations in the area.  SAF was reported from the area. 

 Armed Clash - Oct 17 13:00, Tripoli Province, Tripoli:  Nawasi Bde launched attacks on 50 Brigade at Tripoli 
Port.  The Coastal Highway in central Tripoli was closed.  At least two people were killed and two injured. 

 Armed Clash - Oct 17 02:00, Az Zawiyah Province, Zawiyah Oil Refinery:  Fighting occurred at Zawiyah oil 
refinery at around 0200hrs.  Two explosions and small arms fire were heard.   

 Armed Clash - Oct 17 18:00, Tripoli Province, Suq Al-Juma:  Further clashes occurred in the area of 
Ghararat.  At least one death and 11 injuries were reported. 

Cyrenaica 
 
Significant activity 
 Shooting - Oct 11, Benghazi Province, Benghazi:  A civilian in Benghazi was hit by a stray bullet as he was 

sat with friends in a café.  The incident was caught on CCTV and the footage has been shared on social 
media. 

 Armed Clash - Oct 13, afternoon, Benghazi Province, Qawarishah:  LNA Special Forces conducted an 
operation.  Two Egyptians were killed and seven others arrested. 

 Armed Clash - Oct 14, Benghazi Province, Qawarishah:  Clashes reportedly erupted in the al-Qawarishah 
area next to the main checkpoint.  The clashes were reportedly between Mahmud al-Warfalli and the al-
Mismari tribe over a plot of land belonging to an IDP.  A restaurant and six civilian vehicles were destroyed 
during the fighting.  It is unclear who prevailed however fighters loyal to Warfalli posed for photographs at the 
location.   

 IED - Oct 15, Benghazi Province, Benghazi:  A mine detonated near the Benghazi Immigration Dept. on 
Sunday killing one soldiers and injuring another. 

 Murder/ Execution - Oct 15, Benghazi Province, Qawarishah:  Four bodies (three men and a woman) were 
found in the "Chinese apartments" area of west Benghazi.  Initial reports suggest that the group were killed 
around one month ago. 

 Arrest - Oct 15, Derna Province, Derna:  The LNA conducted a 'specialized operation', arresting Anis al-
'Awwami in the Turkish Buildings area of the eastern coast.  'Awwami is reported to be a former IS member 
involved in the beheading of local man, 'Abd al-Nabi al-Sharqawi whose head was subsequently displayed in 
the Old Mosque courtyard in 2015.   He then allegedly joined the MSCD after they imprisoned him. 

 Shooting - Oct 16, evening, Benghazi Province, Benghazi:  Armed criminals entered the Hamdi Restaurant 
in Qawarishah and demanded that customers handover money and valuables.  The gunmen shot at 
customers who tried to escape killing one and injuring seven more. 
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 Shooting - Oct 16, Al-Marj Province, Marj:  An armed group allegedly tried to kill the deputy head of the 
central security department, Col Fauzi Dersi, in Al-Marj.  Armed men allegedly shot at his vehicle.  Dersi 
escaped unharmed. 

 Murder/ Execution - Oct 17, Benghazi Province, Benghazi:  The body of a man was found in a landfill site in 
Zeet Street, Shabna District.  The man was identified as Sofian Bu Staiya, a former PFG member, abducted 
three months ago. COMMENT:  'Bodies are found regularly in this land fill site.  In August 2017 seven bodies 
were found and in October 2016 a further ten were found in this location.'  COMMENT ENDS. 

Fezzan 
 
Significant activity 
 
 Arrest - Oct 16, Murzuq Province, Qatrun:  Nine trucks carrying around 280 tons of smuggled flour and other 

foods were seized heading towards the Chadian border.   
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ACRONYM LIST  
 

AIOR – Anti-IS Operations Room (Sabratah) 

AQ - Al-Qaeda 

BAM – Al-Bunyan Al-Marsous (Misrata aligned) 

BDB – Benghazi Defense Brigade / Saraya Defend Benghazi (SDB) (Al-Qaeda-aligned – AAS and RSCB 

associated/umbrella group) 

CNI – Critical National Infrastructure   

GATMJB - Operations Room for the Liberation of the City Ajdabiya and Support for Benghazi Rebels 

GECOL – General Electricity Company of Libya 

GMMR – Great Man-made River 

GNA – Government of National Accord (UN backed) 

GNC – General National Congress  

HCN - Host Country National 

HoR – House of Representatives (Tobruk based) 

IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 

IED - Improvised Explosive Device 

IOC - International Oil Company 

IS - Islamic State  

LIFG – Libyan Islamic Fighting Group 

LNA – Libyan National Army 

LPA – Libyan Political Agreement 

LROR - Libyan Revolutionary Operations Room  

MoD - Ministry of Defense 

MoF - Ministry of Finance 

MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 

MoI - Ministry of Interior 

MoJ - Ministry of Justice 

MoO - Ministry of Oil 

MoT - Ministry of Transportation 

MSCD – Mujahideen Shura Council of Derna (AQ aligned) 

NFDK - No Further Details Known 

NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 

NOC – National Oil Company 

NSG – National Salvation Government (GNC) 

NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 

PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 

PC – Presidency Council (GNA) 

PG – Presidential Guard 

PFG- Petroleum Facilities Guard 

PSC - Private Security Company 

PSD - Private Security Detail 

RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 

RSCB - Revolutionary Shura Council of Benghazi 

RTA - Road Traffic Accident 

SDB – Saraya Defend Benghazi / Benghazi Defense Brigade (BDB) (Al-Qaeda-aligned – AAS and RSCB 

associated/umbrella group) 

TCN - Third Country National 

Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 

UXO - Unexploded Ordnance
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports.  The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.   
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services.  These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.   
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.   
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.   
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative libya.RAM@garda.com 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Libya contact: 
 
Nigel Lea  
Regional Director, Libya:  
nigel.lea@garda.com  
M: +44 (0)7880 382865 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.   
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.   
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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