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1. The Big Picture 
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 No ceasefire from Geneva talks as LNA continues to gain political clout 
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KEY POINTS 

• Haftar receives multiple high-level delegations   

• Local tribes eye transfer of NOC to Benghazi  

• US Embassy cautions against renewed fighting  

This week, the UN-hosted 5+5 military commission talks 
in Geneva failed to turn the fragile truce brokered on 12 
Jan into a permanent ceasefire, despite some consensus 
reported at the negotiating table. The Libyan National 
Army (LNA) and Government of National Accord (GNA) 
representatives held indirect consultations and a follow-
up meeting is now slated for 18 Feb, according to the head 
of the UN Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL), Ghassan 
Salame. The UN political track is also facing significant 
challenges after the Tobruk-based House of 
Representatives (HoR) rejected its structure and 
tribesmen from the East voiced frustration at Salame’s 
selection of representatives.  
 
On the ground, a buildup of forces and skirmishes with 
heavy artillery shelling were reported intermittently 
throughout the week. While fighting has relatively 
subsided across frontlines, the week was dominated by 
reinforcements and mobilization across frontlines. Pro-
GNA forces continue to eye offensive operations to target 
LNA positions. Analysts are of the view forces aligned to 
the Tripoli government are unlikely to remain idle and will 
utilize their assets, especially given reports that the Syrian 
fighters are on the GNA’s payroll.  
 
With this context in mind, LNA commander Khalifa Haftar 
continued to strengthen his political posture receiving 
multiple high-level delegations in the East this week, 
including the Algerian FM and Germany’s Ambassador. 
Meanwhile, HoR Speaker Aguila Saleh attended an Arab 
parliamentary gathering in Jordan whilst interim 
government FM Abdelhadi Al-Hweij met Morocco’s FM in 
Rabat on 07 Feb.  
 
Haftar and the interim government are now sending a 
clear message that the parallel political push continues, 
irrespective of the outcomes of Geneva or Cairo’s 
economic track discussions. Turkey’s involvement in 
Libya enabled Haftar’s LNA and the interim government 
to secure new alliances and strengthen existing ones.  
The interim government is now confident that it can 
outmaneuver the GNA, whether from “within” by 
mobilizing local tribes or by lobbying the international 
community to withdraw its recognition of the Tripoli 
government.  
 
Meanwhile, LNA spokesperson Ahmed Al-Mesmari stated 
in a briefing that the Libyan crisis is now a political and 
diplomatic one that cannot simply be resolved with a rifle, 
in a likely attempt to justify the lull in fighting to local 
audiences. Al-Mesmari’s briefing was politically-charged 
and focused on Turkish President Recep Erdogan. Al-
Mesmari’s briefing sought to reinforce the LNA’s 
counterterrorism narrative and anti-Turkish invasion 
rhetoric. Al-Mesmari added the LNA has chosen the truce 
to gradually expose Turkey and the GNA’s links to 
terrorists to the international community. The LNA 
spokesperson then moved on to present evidence 
implicating Turkey and the GNA in terrorism in Libya. 

Al-Mesmari’s statement reinforces the assessment that the 
crisis has now entered a new stage of negotiations. 
Regardless, uncertainty is high and a return to full-blown 
military confrontation is possible in the medium term. The 
context of high uncertainty was highlighted by the US 
Embassy in Libya’s statement voicing concerns over 
“significant military actions in the near future”. The Embassy 
noted that actions, whether offensive or preemptive, would 
violate the Berlin Conference’s outcomes.  
 
Meanwhile, after recently flexing its military muscle in Libya, 
there have been no official Libya-related statements from the 
Turkish presidency this week. Turkey could be feeling the 
pressure of isolation in Libya, but the scaled-down rhetoric 
from Ankara is likely only temporary and due to the renewed 
focus on the Syrian crisis. Of note, the situation in Syria’s 
Idlib has put the interests of Russia and Turkey at odds, 
although no significant change to the relationship between 
the two is expected in the medium term. Turkey did, 
however, signal that the showdown in the East 
Mediterranean continues. Turkey’s presidential 
spokesperson Ibrahim Kalin reiterated his government’s 
intent to push ahead with seismic research and drilling in the 
maritime zone between Libya and Turkey.  
 
Meanwhile, tribesmen are now gaining in strength and 
political clout. Pro-LNA tribesmen are now clearly 
articulating their demands to lift the blockade on terminals 
and oil fields; an unlikely scenario in the short term. Closely 
following Salame’s call for more clarity on preconditions to 
resume production, the Chairman of the Supreme Council of 
the Azzwei tribe, Senussi Al-Haleeq, demanded the transfer 
of the National Oil Corporation (NOC) HQ from Tripoli to 
Benghazi as per a decree issued in 1967. Al-Haleeq also 
noted an upcoming meeting bringing together all Libyan 
tribes and social dignitaries in Tarhunah on 19 Feb and 
confirmed that an invitation was extended to the UN, EU, 
Arab League, and African Union (AU). The decision to move 
the NOC back to Benghazi is closely tied to the LNA and 
interim government's strategy to place bets on accessing 
Libya’s oil and gas revenues and anchoring the eastern 
banking system to the international banking system. Of note, 
the LNA’s long-term objective is to reach a revenue sharing 
arrangement to gain a level of control over Libya’s oil 
revenues and recognition/legitimacy as a capable security 
actor. 
 
In relation to the widening divisions within the GNA, the 
context of negotiations is prompting hardliners nominally 
aligned to the Tripoli government to “take matters into their 
own hands” and double down on support for the war effort. 
A focus on dismantling and disarming militias risks 
exacerbating local tensions across the West and could result 
in infighting.  
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Unidentified assailant(s) conducted a drive-by 
shooting resulting in the death of a man near 
the “Indian Company” in Sabhā in the morning on 
05 Feb. Initial reports indicate the involvement of 
the Gdadfa tribe.  
 

According to the LNA’s Subul Al-Salam Battalion 
spokesperson, Ahmed Sultan, two suspected 
Chadian criminals involved in kidnapping, 
extortion and murder cases were killed after 
skirmishes and engagement with the battalion 
near Kufra on 06 Feb. The clashes erupted after 
the battalion monitored the suspects’ movements 
during a desert mobile patrol in the area. A 
number of vehicles managed to flee, though the 
battalion seized a vehicle belonging to the 
suspefted Chadian criminals. The battalion 
continued to pursue the fleeing suspects.  
 

Unidentified gunmen reportedly conducted a 
drive-by shooting resulting in the death of a man 
in Zliten’s Sabaa area in the evening on 08 Feb. 
The incident would mark the third deadly drive-by 
shooting recorded in Zliten over the past week.  
 

 
 

2. National Security Map 
GNA attempt to regain Sirte fails to materialize; LNA & GNA reinforcements in Abu Grein 
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 Reports indicate an LNA airstrike targeted GNA 
positions in the Targhalat area, south of Khoms, 
at approximately 1400hrs on 06 Feb.  
 

Unidentified gunmen opened fire on a school 
principal resulting in his injury in front of Al-
Qerdabiya School in Sabha’s Al-Qerda area in the 
afternoon on 04 Feb. Initial reports indicate a 
student’s father was behind the incident. The 
attack on Sabha’s Al-Qerdabiya School came 
amid reports from sources of a separate armed 
attack targeting a school in Sabha’s Al-Jadid area 
and another targeting a school in the Brak area. 
Some reports indicate the involvement of Islamic 
State (IS) militants.  
 
 

An LNA airstrike targeted GNA-aligned Misrata 
forces in Al-Baghla area, south of Abu Grein, at 
approximately 1530hrs on 04 Feb. Initial reports 
indicate the targeted forces were affiliated with 
the Salah Badi-led Al-Sumood Brigade. Later 
that night, reports indicate LNA airstrikes 
targeted Misrata forces in Wadi Zamzam and 
Abu Grein. The LNA airstrikes coincided with 
reports Misrata forces assigned the 166 
Battalion led by Mohammed Al-Hsan to seize 
Al-Weshka and advance towards Sirte. The 
offensive failed to materialize on the ground as 
of 10 Feb.  
 
 

Reports allege a meeting was held inside the 
Sahara Bank in Al-Zawiya between several GNA 
commanders from Al-Zawiya and Zuwara, as 
well as commanders under the GNA’s Western 
Military Region led by Osama Juwaili, on 05 Feb. 
The reports suggest the meeting was also 
attended by approximately six GNA-aligned 
Turkish officers. The meeting allegedly resulted 
in an agreement to secure Bridge 27 linking the 
areas of Janzur, Zawiya and Wershiffanah; 
establish an operations room between Zawiya, 
Surman and Juwaili’s forces; as well as draft a 
plan to launch an offensive on the LNA-
controlled Al-Wattiyah Airbase. 
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3. Nationwide Security Analysis 
Tripoli uptick in kidnap cases & assassinations; Sabha crime rates on the rise  

  

         

Nationwide fatalities by 

type of attack (Past week) 

 

 

Nationwide incidents by 

type of attack (Past week) 

 

Nationwide incidents by 

national district (Past week) 
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national district (Past week) 
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Nationwide Fatalities by Type of Attack (Past 27 Weeks)  
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Data Analysis 

     
   WB recorded this week a total of 113 confirmed deaths in Libya, which compares to 24 deaths reported last week and 9 the week before, marking a sharp 

increase in fatalities relatively compared with the past week. The increased number of fatalities is largely due to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights’ claim 
that a total of 80 Turkish-backed Syrian mercenaries fighting alongside GNA forces have been killed in clashes thus far. The figure has been corroborated by 
pro-LNA local reports. Besides fatalities arising from violent clashes, WB recorded eight assassinations across Tripoli, Al-Khoms & Awbari, six fatalities as a 
result of a smuggling incident resulting in a deadly collision in Sabha, five deaths as a result of gunfire-related cases, four civilian deaths as a result of 
indiscriminate shelling in Tripoli and one body found in Al-Zawiya district. Meanwhile, in relation to ongoing military activity, this week saw a decrease in the 
number of violent clashes, mortar/rocket shelling incidents and airstrikes conducted, with five Libyan National Army (LNA) airstrikes recorded throughout the 
reporting period. Three airstrikes were conducted in the Misrata district, one in Sirte and one in Al-Khoms. Beyond combat operations, in contrast to last week 
with no kidnappings recorded, this week WB recorded three kidnappings in the capital city. Meanwhile, the week was dominated by a reemergence of sporadic 
security incidents carried out across the southern region marked by 16 fatalities recorded across Wadi Al-Hayaa, Sabha and Al-Kufrah districts, Several incidents 
were recorded throughout the country including 24 violent clashes, 18 mortar/rocket incidents, 8 isolated gunfire incidents, 6 robberies, 5 airstrikes, 3 
assassinations, 3 kidnappings, 1 body found, 1 grenade attack and 1 act of sabotage.  

 
In western Libya, WB recorded a total of 74 incidents, including 64 in Tripoli, marking an overall decrease in security incidents recorded in the region and across 
Tripoli due to limited military activity across frontlines in contrast to previous weeks. In Tripoli, WB sources reported a parked grey KIA Optima was stolen in 
front of Al-Nebras Restaurant in Tripoli’s Bab Ben Ghashir area in the afternoon on 03 Feb. Similarly, Reports indicate a parked grey KIA  Forte was stolen in 
front of the College of Computer Technology in Tripoli’s Ghut Shaal area on 04 Feb. In a separate development, pro-LNA accounts claimed that the GNA-
aligned Special Deterrence Force (SDF) carried out several arrests targeting suspected pro-LNA elements in Tripoli’s Souq Al-Jum'aa area. In the wider western 
region, reports indicate unidentified gunmen opened fire on two adolescents resulting in the death of the female and the injury of the male in an unidentified 
beach in Surman at night on 03 Feb. The motive behind the incident remains unknown. Separately and in indication of ongoing military activity across the 
Misrata district, reports indicate a military convoy consisting of approximately 50 military vehicles affiliated with GNA-aligned Misrata forces was spotted near 
Wadi Zamzam, south of Abu Grein, heading southward, at approximately 1430hrs on 03 Feb. In addition, reports indicate military reinforcements from the GNA’s 
Central Security Military Region arrived on the Abu Grein frontline in support of the Sirte- Jufra Operation Room between 02-03 Feb. Following the military 
movements, reports indicate an LNA unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) airstrike targeted Misrata military gatherings on the road l inking Wadi Zamzam with the 
Jufra District at approximately 1730hrs.  
 
In the central region, the United Nations Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) condemned the destruction of the Zawiat Bin Issa Sufi shrine and the reported arrest 
of a number of Sufis in Sirte on 05 Feb. In a statement, the Mission reiterated that the destruction of religious shrines constitutes war crimes and subsequently 
called on “authorities in control of Sirte” to investigate and bring the perpetrators to justice. The incident was largely interpreted by observers as an indicator of 
the strong Madkhali Salafi influence exerted by the LNA units currently in control of the city.  

 
Turning to the south, sources reported week-long clashes between Libyan drug dealers in the Wadi Al-Hayaa district between 28 Jan-4 Feb, including in the areas 
of Awbari, Al-Ghurayfa, Al-Qaraya, Herma and Tewewa. Sources reported the clashes resulted in a total of four fatalities and one injury in Awbari, a fatality and 
injury in Al-Ghurayfa, a fatality and injury in Al-Qaraya, an injury in Tewewa and two injuries in Herma. According to sources, those responsible for the killings 
were arrested.  Separately, the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) reported five migrants and one Libyan national were killed and 12 others were 
wounded in a smuggling attempt in Sabha at night on 05 Feb. According to the IOM, the casualties came as a result of a smuggl ing truck colliding into a fuel 
tanker.  
 
In the east, the security environment remains dominated by arrest campaigns, with 8 arrests recorded throughout the region, including 3 in Benghazi and one in 
Derna.  
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4. Tripoli Neighborhood Report 
Surge in politically/financially motivated kidnappings; military reinforcements arrive 

 

 

 

 6  (

behind the incident are known. Separately, reports 
indicate unidentified assailant(s) kidnapped a Libyan 
man from his office in the Ain Zara area in the afternoon 
on 05 Feb. Initial reports indicate the victim worked for 
a real estate company and was kidnapped for ransom.  
 
Attempted kidnapping targets females on foot 
Sources reported three male suspects driving a grey 

Chevrolet Optra conducted a failed kidnapping attempt 
targeting two girls near the Fashloum Roundabout in 
Al-Nooflieen area at approximately 2100hrs on 02 Feb. 
Initial reports indicate the two girls were on foot in the 
area when the two suspects stepped out of their vehicle 
and attempted to kidnap them. One girl was captured, 
while the other fled. Subsequently, security members 
affiliated with the Joint Security Room, positioned at the 
Fashloum Roundabout, chased the suspect’s vehicle, 
freed the abducted girl and arrested two of the 

perpetrators.  The incident would come amid a recent 
uptick in criminal activity in non-engagement areas and 
would highlight the security threats associated with 
operating at night. Of note, Al-Noflieen is a common 
shopping area and is generally perceived as an affluent 
neighborhood in Tripoli.  
 
Elderly man kidnapped/arrested near Rixos Hotel 
An armed man affiliated with the GNA-aligned Ghneiwa 
militia driving a Toyota Hilux reportedly 

arrested/kidnapped an elderly man driving a white 
Mitsubishi L200 near Rixos Roundabout in the Bab Ben 
Ghashir area in the afternoon on 04 Feb. Whilst the 
motive behind the arrest/kidnapping remains unknown, 
there has been an evident uptick in politically-motivated 
crime across the capital city over the past month.  
 
 
 

 

 

Shelling disrupts air traffic at MJI 
At approximately 1900hrs on 07 Feb, reports 
indicate clashes renewed between LNA and 
GNA forces on the Ain Zara frontline with heavy 
artillery resulting in indiscriminate shells 
landing on Mitiga International Airport (MJI) 
and a subsequent 30-minute air traffic 
suspension. The GNA attributed the attack to 
the LNA.  
 

LNA CT member & five others found killed 
Six men were reportedly found killed in Qasr 
Bin Ghashir’s Al-Marazigh area at night on 04 
Feb. Initial reports indicate an assassination. 
The man who stood as the initial target was a 
military figure from the former Gaddafi regime 
and a member of the LNA’s Counter-Terrorism 
Apparatus in Sidi Al-Sayeh, identified as Khairi 
Qreiz. The other five victims were relatives and 
friends of Qreiz. Unconfirmed reports allege the 

killings were ordered by Khalifa Haftar’s son, 
Saddam, due to a financial dispute. Of note, 
there have been past reports implicating 
Saddam in the embezzlement of millions 
deposited at the eastern-based Central Bank of 
Libya (CBL).  

 
Two kidnappings in Ain Zara vicinity 
Reports indicate unidentified gunmen 

kidnapped a local man near A-Firdous School 
in the Ain Zara area in the evening on 07 Feb. 
The man was reportedly kidnapped while 
driving his vehicle. The victim’s vehicle and 
personal belongings were left behind. Neither 
the identity of the gunmen nor the motive  
 

 
 
 
 

KEY INCIDENTS 

1. (01 Feb) Shelling near Al-Kreymiya 

Supermarket kills 1 and injures 2 others 

2.  (02 Feb) Attempted kidnapping targets 

females on foot in Al-Nooflieen  

3. (02 Feb) Locals close main road of Keshlaf 

to denounce Ghneiwa militia presence 

4. (03 Feb) SDF reportedly arresd suspected 

pro-LNA elements in Souq Al-Jumaa 

5. (04 Feb) Shells land on house killing one 

man & injuring 3 others on Al-Shok Road 

6. (04 Feb) Shells land on farm killing one girl 

& injuring two others in Al-Kreymiya 

7. (04 Feb) LNA CT member & five others 

found killed in Qasr Bin Ghashir 

8. (04 Feb) Ghneiwa militia affiliate 

arrests/kidnaps elderly man near Rixos 

9.  (05 Feb) Local man kidnapped for ransom 

in Ain Zara 

10. (06 Feb) Shells land on Al-Hadba Al-Badri 

killing one man & injuring several others 

11. (07 Feb) Shells land on MJI  

12. (07 Feb) Gunmen kidnap local in Ain Zara 

13. (07-09 Feb) LNA/GNA military 

reinforcements arrive on Tripoli frontlines 
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5. Benghazi Neighborhood Report 
Farm raided & owner arrested after seizure of large container filled with weapons  

 

    

 

  
speaker, Aguila Saleh, and his second Deputy, 
Hmeid Homa. The session reviewed the outcome of 
talks held between Homa and the parliament’s first 
Deputy speaker, Fawzi Al-Nuwairi, and Salame in 
Tunis regarding the military meetings in Geneva and 
developments surrounding the political process. The 
following day, the HoR spokesman, Abdullah 
Bleihaq, set five pre-conditions to secure the HoR's 

participation in the upcoming political talks due to be 
held in approximately two weeks as part of the Berlin 
process political track. The five pre-conditions 
included; HoR representatives are to be chosen by 
the parliament and referred by the HoR’s president; 
the list of the 14 representatives is to be referred to 
the parliament; the participants agenda should be 
clearly defined; no government is to be approved 
unless by the parliament and the number of HoR 
representatives must not be equal to that of the High 

Council of State (HCS). 
 
Algerian FM meets eastern officials  
The Interim Government Prime Minister, Abdallah Al-
Thinni, received a high-level Algerian delegation 
head by Foreign Minister, Sabri Bouukadom, in his 
office on 05 Feb. According to the Interim 
Government, the two sides discussed bilateral 
relations and the current situation in Libya. 
Boukadoom was also received by Aguila Saleh and 

the LNA’s General Command in Ar-Rajmah.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Weapons container seized during raid 
Local reports from 09 Feb indicate Benghazi’s 
Military Police raided a farm in the city and 
arrested its owner in possession of a large 
container filled with various weapons including 
ammunition, rockets, and tank shells. In a 

separate incident, Benghazi’s Criminal 
Investigation Department (CID) arrested two 
women suspected of trading fake gold after 
security forces received several local reports 
from gold shop owners in the city on 08 Feb. 
The suspects were arrested in Ajdabiya and 
later confessed to trading fake gold in the cities 
of Benghazi, Ajdabiya, Al-Marj, Al-Baida and 
Tobruk. 
 

Series of arrests  
On 03 Feb, members of the Ras Obaida Police 
Station in Benghazi arrested a gang involved in 
the theft of vehicles and mobile phones at 
gunpoint. Separately, Benghazi’s Rescue 
Police Department arrested a suspect in 
possession of large quantities of drugs and 
alcohol, as well as a weapon and ammunition, 
in Benghazi’s Buhdima area on 02 Feb. 
According to Benghazi’s Security Directorate, 

the suspect’s location was raided after receiving 
several local complaints.  
 
HoR discuss Berlin’s political track  
Domestically, the Tobruk-based House of 
Representatives (HoR) resumed its official 
session in Benghazi on 03 Feb, headed by its 

KEY INCIDENTS  

1. (02 Feb) Suspect arrested in 

possession of drugs, alcohol, a 

weapon and ammunition in Buhdima 

14. (03 Feb) Gang involved in theft of 

vehicles & mobile phones arrested 

15. (03 Feb) HoR resumes its official 

session  

16. (05 Feb) Interim Govt. PM receives 

Algerian delegation headed by FM 

17. (05 Feb) Haftar receives Algerian FM 

& MENA Director at German Foreign 

Ministry in Ar-Rajma  

18. (08 Feb) Two women trading fake 

gold between eastern cities arrested 

19. (09 Feb) Farm owner arrested in 

possession of large container of 

weapons 

 

 

1 

3 
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6. What’s next  
Tribes oppose foreign intervention; security vacuum & infighting in West  
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POLITICAL FORECAST 
 

Locally, the upcoming tribal meeting in Tarhunah is significant and could pave 
the way for a declaration by tribesmen that either rejects or complements UN-
led stabilization efforts. Given the recent opposition to foreign interference and 
mediation, the tribesmen are unlikely to support any stabilization effort 
perceived as meddling. The UN political track will continue to face challenges, 
while the issue of returnees and a withdrawal of armed forces will undermine 

the prospect of the 5+5 discussions. Against all odds, the economic track could 
be the framework where breakthroughs are achieved given the unanimous view  
that Libya’s banking sector and monetary policies are in dire need of reform. 
On the diplomatic front, Algeria, Tunisia, and the African Union (AU) are now 
at the centre of stabilization efforts. Amid mounting evidence that powerbrokers 
are already failing to uphold the Berlin Conference’s agreement, these regional 
actors continue to cement their role as political mediators in the Libyan conflict 
and capable of filling the vacuum left by the EU. The EU is now looking to revive 
the EU NAVFOR MED, also known as Operation Sophia, to enforce the UN 
arms embargo. However, analysts are of the view Brussels is unlikely to take 

the lead on Libya anytime soon. Separately, the AU’s Peace and Security 
Council proposed three measures to bring an end to the fighting in Libya; 
deploying a mission of African military observers to monitor the ceasefire which 
will be jointly assessed by the AU and UN; establishing a contact group at the 
level of the AU’s High-level Committee on Libya to monitor developments on a 
regular basis; implementing UN Security Council (UNSC) sanctions against 
violators of the arms embargo on Libya. The Council members called on the 
international community to actively involve Africa in peace efforts, whilst 
criticising the absence of the AU in the Libyan stabilization effort. Calls for an 
AU peacekeeping mission on the ground, which were recently championed by 

Algeria, are unlikely to be accepted by local Libyan factions.  

 
 
 
Algeria and the African Union (AU) continue to take the lead on the Libyan 
dossier.  
 
Egyptian President  
 
 

SECURITY FORECAST 
 
The anticipated escalation in Sirte has failed to materialize. In Tripoli, the surge 
in sporadic security incidents and kidnappings/assassinations will likely continue. 
The context of negotiations is prompting hardliners nominally aligned to the Tripoli 
government to “take matters into their own hands” and double down on support 

for the war effort. LNA forces will likely remain on high-alert. A focus on 
dismantling and disarming militias risks exacerbating local tensions across the 
West and could result in infighting. West of Tripoli, the closure of Zawiya refinery 
will have serious ramifications on the local security environment, especially after 
Haftar reshuffled the so-called Zawiya military zone in a likely attempt to sow 
divisions between armed groups. Libya continues to import about ¾ of its fuel and 
other products (diesel, gasoline, jet fuel) due to a lack of refining capabilities. 
However, Zawiya refinery supplied the remaining quarter destined for local 
markets. Zawiya refinery has been at the centre of a long-standing issue related 
to fuel smuggling and militia influence. A long-term closure would increase local 

demand for products and is guaranteed to escalate tensions between local armed 
factions, especially given the fractious relationship between groups in Zawiya. 
Disruptions to gas supplies from the refinery to the Zawiya power plant would also 
result in power cuts across the western region. Meanwhile, pro-LNA accounts 
continue to emphasise the fact that the presence of Syrians across the West has 
raised the terrorism threat. However, there is no evidence to substantiate the 
claims at the time of publication. As of 10 Feb, reports corroborate the 
assessment that Syrian fighters are deployed on a mercenary basis, though there 
are likely extremist elements and terrorists within the various battalions present 
in Tripoli. In the South, an uptick in sporadic security incidents would come after 

Al-Mesmari declared 1500 Islamic State (IS) militants have been deployed by 
Turkey from Syria to the Libya-Tunisia border, before moving to Libya’s southern 
region. It is unclear whether the two developments, if confirmed, are linked.   

 
 
 
 

WHAT OTHER EXPERTS SAY  

Writing for The Arab Weekly, Riadh Bouazza explores Libya’s banking 
crisis and its magnitude. Bouazza writes “Official estimates indicate that 
the Libyan public debt exceeded 100 billion dinars ($71.4 billion), which 
is more than annual GDP. Analysts said they expect the upturn to 
continue. The Central Bank in Tripoli has had to withdraw from its cash 
reserves, which have fallen rapidly, to cover import bills, pay salaries and 
maintain subsidies. Figures indicate that nearly $80 billion of the country’s 
reserves of hard currency had been used in recent years. Before the 
crisis, Libya had $130 billion in reserves.  Both Libyan governments have 
tried to placate their grass-roots bases by increasing salaries and 
government support, both known allocations and hidden ones. World 
financial institutions and international rating agencies pointed out that the 
political turmoil in Libya was reflected in competition between both 
governments to reduce fees and taxes and that had narrowed the 
government’s revenue base. That led to the state’s almost complete 
dependence on oil exports, which suffer from frequent interruptions. In 
addition to the fluctuations in oil production and the fall in oil prices since 
2014, the banking sector situation was exacerbated by the widening gap 
between the official exchange rate for the dinar and rates on the black 
market. The prices of foreign currencies vary widely by region depending 
on political and security conditions. In Tripoli, for example, the US dollar 
is exchanged at the rate of about 4.38 dinars, while it is around 5 dinars 
in other regions.Ports and oil fields in Libya are exposed to attacks and 
uncontrolled protests to pressure on authorities in Tripoli, which 
decreases production.”  

 

LIBYANS AND THE ARAB STREET 
 
James Snell argues in The Arab Weekly that the Syrian fighters deployed 
by Ankara in Libya are more mercenaries than jihadists. The documented 
inducements offered by Turkey, including the promise of citizenship and 
relatively large sums of money for a 6-month rotation, would make the 
Syrians more mercenaries than jihadists, according to the author. The 
conflation of motives presented by the Syrian fighters to justify their 
presence in Libya also undermines claims that they are engaged in an all-
out war as jihadis, according to Snell. Of note, reports suggest the Syrian 
fighters have not been welcomed across the capital. Both civilians and pro-
GNA armed factions resent the fact that they have been sent Syrian 
elements to fight in their ranks. Even hardliners within the GNA, such as 
pro-Libyan Islamic Fighting Group (LIFG) elements, voiced frustration over 
the fact they were promised regular Turkish armed forces and were sent 
Syrian fighters instead. Snell writes “Turkey has other inducements for its 
willing agents. One is the prospect of leaving a rebel-held Syria, which is 
besieged and where a final offensive appears always at hand. Those who 
fight with Turkey in Libya are promised they will be offered Turkish 
citizenship after a tour of duty of six months. Many Syrian rebels lived in 
southern Turkey for years, though Turkey is trying to deport many of the 
Syrian refugees (or “guests,” as Turkey calls them) from the country, the 
burden being politically unpopular. Turkish citizenship would provide a way 
to leave Syria and remove the threat of deportation. Some Syrian rebel 
commanders appear to have chosen this option. Other countries 
denounced Turkish meddling in Libya and called its Syrian fighters 
mercenaries and jihadists. Of the two, the Syrians in Libya are more 
mercenaries than jihadists. They are in Libya at the behest and with the 
support of a state that is not theirs, paid for their presence and promised 
other rewards. 
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