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1. The Big Picture 

September 10, 2019

No ceasefire in sight as NOC reduces fuel supplies to East  

Bell 

Libya Weekly 
Political  Security 

Update 

KEY POINTS 
• GNA launches major offensive; LNA retaliates 
• NOC accused of partisanship; risk of disruption 
• Mitiga airport remains closed as of 09 Sep  

The Government of National Accord (GNA) has yet to move into 

Tripoli despite claims by Prime Minister designee, 

Fayez Seraj, their entry was imminent in a television 

interview given on Mar 17. Similar announcements 

have been made previously. Whispering Bell is 

aware of GNA attempts to negotiate safe entry into 

the capital, and that many Tripoli-based militias are 

gradually supporting this, albeit not always publicly. 

If the GNA can ensure that local militias are 

consulted prior to entrance, their security role will be 

maintained and they will continue to receive salaries 

then further endorsements are likely. Also, in a 

positive development for the unity government 

leaders claiming to represent various civil groups and 

local militias from Sabrata, Surman, Ajaylat, Riqdalin 

and Al-Jmail reportedly declared their support for the 

GNA. Similarly, Misrata’s Municipality also released 

a statement endorsing the government. The UNSMIL 

also announced its decisions “to extend until 15 June 

2016 the mandate...to enable the Mission to continue 

to assist the Presidency Council in further work in 

establishing the Government of National Accord.” 

However, the fundamental obstacle posed by heavily 

armed Tripoli and Misrata militias who adamantly 

oppose the new government and continue to resist 

its establishment remains. As such, declarations of 

support by various groups across Libya do not 

always reflect the views of the entire population they 

claim to represent. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   

Clashes between Libyan National Army (LNA) 
and Government of National Accord (GNA) 
forces gained momentum this week with a GNA-
sanctioned offensive across all fronts. Fighting 
reached the highest intensity since the Eid Al-
Adha truce. Engagement areas expanded East of 
Gharian to Al-Orban, where GNA forces claimed 
key advances in parts of Soug Al-Khmeis 
Emsihel, subsequently exerting pressure on LNA 
units engaged on the Southern Tripoli fronts. The 
GNA offensive was preemptive to thwart potential 
LNA advances into the capital after multiple 
reinforcements reported arriving from the East. A 
day later, however, LNA forces retaliated and 
reclaimed positions in Al-Ramla and Sog Al-
Khmeis Emsihel, prompting a GNA retreat from 
the Cement Factory in the area.  

Meanwhile, the GNA is yet to reclaim the strategic 
town of Tarhunah, which now serves as the 
LNA’s operational command & control centre. 
Local reports indicate an LNA air defence system 
in the area is preventing GNA forces from utilizing 
their aerial capabilities. This was highlighted by 
the downing of a GNA-operated unmanned aerial 
vehicle (UAV) near Tarhunah.  Looking ahead, a 
new round of fighting and violence is expected as 
both forces have hinted at zero hour.  

On the political front, the prospect of a negotiated 
settlement remains limited in the short to medium 
term. This was clearly highlighted during LNA 
spox Ahmed Mismary’s media tour in the UAE. 
Mismary ruled out the possibility of a ceasefire in 
the short term and emphasized the LNA’s focus 
on counterterrorism before any potential political 
effort to reach a negotiated settlement.The 
limited prospect of a political solution was also 
highlighted in a recent briefing by the United 
Nations Support Mission Libya (UNSMIL) head, 
Ghassan Salame, who warned of two potential 
scenarios; protraction/low intensity conflict with a 
growing global terrorist threat or an escalation in 
fighting that could provoke a full-blown regional 
conflict. 

In Tripoli, where air traffic at Mitiga International 
Airport (MJI) remains suspended as of 09 Sep, 
the security environment was marked by 
reported tensions between the Ghneiwa militia 
and Misrata’s Majoub Brigade. The tensions are 
reportedly due to a territorial dispute over the 
Rixos Hotel, in the vicinity of Ghneiwa’s HQ in 
the capital city. While the reports remain 
unconfirmed, the development would come amid 
increased inter-militia tensions reported across 
the capital city.  

Further, five months into the conflict, the 
country’s oil & gas production continues to edge 
closer to a disruption after the Tripoli-based 
National Oil Corporation (NOC) reduced jet fuel 
supplies to the East for the month of August. 
While observers suggest the measure aims to 
prevent LNA forces from using supplies in the 
Tripoli offensive, the NOC reaffirmed its 
neutrality in the conflict. The NOC claims the 
significant increase in fuel demand from the East 
is unjustified, especially given that the number of 
civilian flights remained unchanged.  

August fuel supply volumes to the East remain 
well above figures recorded in January and 
February 2019, which indicates the NOC 
continued to supply eastern parts of the country 
even during the Tripoli offensive. According to 
analysts, the fact that the NOC continued to 
supply the East when GNA and LNA forces were 
fighting indicates GNA leverage over the NOC is 
limited. However, regardless of the NOC’s 
attempts to remain neutral, the latest measure 
could trigger a harsh response from the LNA and 
would justify – in an extreme scenario – the 
closure of oil fields under LNA control. The issue 
is critical given the LNA could claim the NOC and 
GNA are restricting kerosene supplies to the 
East, which is also used for domestic heating.  
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Shahat Security Directorate 
announced a suicide bombing 
attempt was foiled on 08 Mar. A 
13 year-old Egyptian national was 
reportedly arrested carrying an 
improvised explosive device 
(IED), which he planned to 
detonate in a busy market, in the 
city’s Souq Al Jum'aa area. No 
further information available. 

WB sources reported long queues and waiting 
times of up to 24 hours at the Libya-Tunisia Ras 
Ajdir border, as a result of the indefinite closure 
of Mitiga International Airport (MJI) following the 
01 Sep attack. 

The eastern-based Administrative 
Control Authority (ACA) 
suspended operations following 
the arrest of its director, 
Abdulsalam Hassi, on corruption 
charges in Al Bayda on 01 Sep. 
ACA employees protested in front 
of the ACA HQ denouncing the 
arrest of Al-Hassi in the afternoon 
on 02 Sep. Al-Hassi was later 
released.   

Local outlets citing field engineers 
reported that Arabian Gulf Oil 
Company’s (AGOCO) Al-Bayda 
Oilfield suspended operations due 
to pipeline maintenance work on 04 
Sep. The field pumped 
approximately 7,000 barrels per 
day (bpd) prior to its closure.  

Misrata’s Counter-Terrorism Force (CTF) 
cordoned off an area within Sirte’s No 2. 
Neighborhood and arrested four Islamic State 
(IS) suspects, including a woman, on 04 Sep. 
The CT Force was established following the 

liberation of Sirte from IS in Dec 2016. 

The body of an abducted Syrian man was 
reportedly found with signs of torture after a 
25,000 Libyan dinar (LYD) payment was made 
to the kidnappers in Sabha on 04 Sep. The 
original ransom was reportedly set at 100,000 
LYD.  
 

The LNA Air Force (LAF) declared 
it targeted GNA ammunition 
depots East of Tarhuna on 05 Sep. 
According to the LNA, the 
ammunition depots were set to be 
used by GNA-aligned forces in 
their attempt to launch an attack on 
Tarhuna.  

Reports indicate a GNA airstrike 
targeted trucks loaded with artillery 
in Bani Waled at approximately 
0900hrs on 07 Sep. The airstrike 
came amid reports of LNA 
reinforcements crossing through 
Bani Walid en route to Tripoli in the 
early hours of 07 Sep. 

Local reports indicate a gunman attacked 
Sabha’s Medical Centre, assaulted a female 
nurse, and opened fire on an administrative staff 
member before fleeing on 06 Sep. 

LNA accounts reported a GNA-
operated Turkish UAV was 
downed in the Fam Molga area, 
West of Tarhunah, in the early 
hours of 08 Sep.  

 
 

2. National Security Map 
LNA downs GNA UAV near Tarhunah; Misrata CTF arrests four suspected IS militants in Sirte  
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Reports of an attempted robbery by 
three gunmen targeting a local’s 
farm in Tobruk on 03 Sep. The 
gunmen injured the farm owner in 
an altercation but fled without 
stealing any belongings.  
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3. Nationwide Security Analysis 
Sharp decrease in fatalities due to absence of updated Tripoli casualty toll  

  
      

   
   

 
 
 

Nationwide fatalities by 
type of attack (Past week) 
 

 

Nationwide incidents by 
type of attack (Past week) 
 

Nationwide incidents by 
national district (Past week) 
 

   Nationwide fatalities by 
national district (Past week) 

 

2

1

1

Body Found

Isolated Gunfire

Airstrike

Violent Clash

Airstrike

Explosion

Mortar/Rocket

Isolated Gunfire

Arrest

Fire

Attack

Body Found

Protest

Robbery

Assassination

Carjacking

Tripoli

Misratah

Sabha

Al-Marj

Tripoli

Benghazi

Misratah

Al-Jabal Al-Akhdar
(Al-Bayda)
Al-Jabal Al-Gharbi

Al-Murgub (Al-
Khums)
Sabha

Murzuq

Sirte

Al-Marj

Al-Butnan
(Tobruq)

Subscribe to Read More … 
 

Subscribe to Read More … 
 

Subscribe to Read More … 
 



Libya Weekly Political and Security Update 
Further distribution without written consent of Whispering Bell is strictly prohibited.  The Whispering Bell Libya Weekly Political and Security Update™ does not constitute advice and must not be regarded as a substitute 
for detailed advice in individual cases. It is provided “as is” and without warranty of any kind. Whispering Bell shall have no liability arising from any use made of this report, or any part of it, to the fullest extent 
permitted by law. No part of this report may be reproduced in any form. Copyright © 2018. All rights reserved. 

4 

 
 

 

Whispering Bell September 10, 2019 
 

Nationwide Fatalities by Type of Attack (Past 27 Weeks)  
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 Isolated Gunfire  IED/VBIED  Violent Clash  Total

Data Analysis 
     

WB recorded this week a total of 4 confirmed deaths in Libya, which compares to 28 deaths reported last week and 23 the week before, 
marking a sharp decrease in the number of fatalities. The number of fatalities recorded in the Tripoli district would be relatively higher if a 
reliable updated casualty toll from the clashes was available. Meanwhile, renewed clashes and an increase in military activity recorded 
between 06 Sep-08 Sep resulted in 43 fatalities and 121 injuries, according to the Government of National Accord’s (GNA) Ministry of 
Health. This figure will be reflected in next week’s data analysis.  
 
This week, one fatality was recorded as a result of the ongoing military operations in Western Libya, when a GNA airstrike targeted the 
Soug Al-Khmeis Emsihel area killing a man on 06 Sep. The remaining three fatalities recorded were as a result of two separate bodies 
found and an isolated gunfire-related incident. Two fatalities were recorded in the West, whilst the remaining two fatalities were recorded 
in the South and East of Libya. In contrast to the pattern witnessed over recent weeks, this week saw a major slowdown in military activity 
recorded across frontlines. Subsequently, the number of airstrikes, violent clashes, and explosions heard dropped, whilst mortar/rocket 
shelling incidents continued to be on a downward trend over recent weeks. Meanwhile, sporadic security incidents continued amid reports 
of increased criminal activity beyond engagement areas. Several security incidents were reported throughout the country including 13 
violent clashes, 9 airstrikes, 8 explosions heard, 7 mortar/rocket shelling incidents, 4 isolated gunfire cases, 4 arrests, 2 attacks, 2 separate 
bodies found, 1 robbery, 1 carjacking, 1 protest and 1 assassination.  

 
In Western Libya, WB recorded a total of 46 incidents, including 40 in Tripoli, marking a sharp decrease in contrast to the previous week. 
In Tripoli, reports indicate an LNA airstrike was conducted in the Airport Road area, near Waha Oil Company (WOC), at approximately 
1430hrs. Initial reports indicate three consecutive explosions were heard in the area and prompted the evacuation of WOC employees. No 
casualties were reported. Separately, the LNA’s Dignity Operations Room Media Centre reported that its Air Force (LAF) downed a GNA-
affiliated Turkish unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) targeting LNA positions in Wadi Al-Rabei. According to the LNA, the UAV departed 
from Mitiga International Airport (MJI). In the wider Western region, local reports indicate an unidentified body was found Bani Walid’s 
Nakheel Road in the centre of the city on 03 Sep. The body was found after receiving reports from a local on its presence in the area.  

 
In the central region, this week was marked by local reports indicating a military force affiliated with Misrata’s Counter-Terrorism Force 
(CTF), and accompanied by several female police officers, arrested the daughter of a former Libyan army officer suspected of collaborating 
with the Islamic State (IS) in Sirte’s Neighborhood No.2 on 04 Sep. According to reports, the arrest came after military forces raided the 
residence of the late Daw Al-Qamati, the father of Iman, at dawn as per an arrest warrant issued by the Attorney General. Iman, an engineer, 
is accused of transferring cash to a wanted family member to join IS. Iman’s father was killed by IS in 2016. The military force arrested 
three other IS suspects in the raid. 

 
Turning to the Southern region, reports indicate the body of an abducted Syrian national was found with signs of torture after a 25,000 Libyan 
dinar (LYD) ransom was paid in Sabha on 04 Sep. The original ransom was reportedly 100,000 LYD. The victim reportedly owned a shop in 
Sabha’s Madiya area.  

 
In Eastern Libya, local reports indicate three gunmen carried out an armed robbery targeting a local’s farm in Tobruk on 03 Sep. The victim, 
identified as 48-year-old Abdulsalam Abdulrahim, suffered from gunshot wounds as a result of the failed armed robbery attempt.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
In Eastern Libya, the security situation remains tense after the VBIED attack targeting the UNSMIL convoy.  

Subscribe to Read More … 
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4. Tripoli Neighborhood Report 
Clashes intensify across frontlines; MJI remains closed amid surge in crime  

 

 

 

 6 

Attacks targeting NOC subsidiaries  
Reports indicate two masked gunmen carried out 
an armed robbery targeting the National Oil Well 
Drilling & Maintenance Company's HQ, a 
National Oil Corporation (NOC) subsidiary, 
stealing equipment in the morning on 06 Sep. The 
gunmen reportedly opened fire and assaulted the 
company’s guards and detained them for several 
hours. Separately, Brega Petroleum Marketing 
Company (BPMC) employees announced the 
evacuation of non-essential staff from MJI’s 
depot following a recent attack on the company’s 
firefighting unit. The company announced that it 
withdrew all storage tanks and trucks intended to 
provide the aircraft with fuel due to security 
threats associated with the bombings. The 
company noted that it kept one vehicle to secure 
supplies of ambulance aircraft. 
 
Surge in crime as military activity increases   
WB reported a surge in criminal activity and militia 
disputes across Tripoli. There is an uptick in 
crime in the southern and southwestern parts of 
Tripoli, including Al-Kreymiya, An-Najila, Al-
Swani, Wershiffanah, Al-Serraj and Ghot 
Shaal areas, as well as areas near the frontlines 
in Southern Tripoli caused by a security vacuum 
amid ongoing clashes. Meanwhile, WB reported 
heavy clashes erupted between the Libyan 
National Army (LNA) and Government of National 
Accord (GNA) forces between 07-08 Sep.  
Multiple frontlines witnessed the heaviest clashes 
since the Eid Al-Adha truce and the slowdown in 
military activity. 

Air traffic remains suspended at MJI 
On 02 Sep, the Libyan Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) 
head, Nassredin Shaibelain, issued a statement 
announcing the suspension of air traffic at Mitiga 
International Airport (MJI) until further notice and the 
diversion all flight operations to Misrata International 
Airport (MRA). MJI suspended air traffic after shells 
hit a Libyan Airlines-operated Airbus A-330 aircraft 
carrying pilgrims on 01 Sep. Following an 
assessment mission, the United Nations Support 
Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) confirmed that at least two 
crew members were injured as they evacuated the 
aircraft. In a joint presser held between the UNSMIL 
head Ghassan Salame, the GNA’s Minister of Interior 
Fathi Bashagha, and the GNA’s Minister of Transport 
Milad Matoug, Salame reaffirmed that details 
surrounding the latest attack will be presented to the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) and the UN 
Security Council (UNSC) in an effort to prevent future 
attacks.  
 
Meanwhile, in a statement made to Al-Ittihad 
newspaper, the LNA’s Western Air Force Operations 
Room commander, Mohammed Manfour, confirmed 
the LNA’s readiness to cooperate with the UNSMIL 
with regards to ongoing investigations of the 01 Sep 
attack targeting MJI. Manfour denied that the LNA’s 
Air Force (LAF) conducted any airstrikes in the 
evening on 31 Aug due to poor weather conditions. 
Beyond, the GNA’s Minister of Interior (MoI) 
requested the UNSC to place parties behind attacks 
targeting airports and civilian facilities under 
international sanctions. In a separate incident, 
indiscriminate shelling targeted MJI in the early hours 
of 06 Sep.  
 
 

KEY INCIDENTS 

1. (01 Sep) Shells target MJI resulting in 
indefinite closure of airport  

2. (01 Sep) SDF allegedly releases 
prisoners from Mitiga; sources deny 

3. (01-02 Sep) Limited military activity; 
shell lands in Ain Zara & LNA airstrike  

4. (02-03 Sep) LNA claims downing of 
GNA Turkish UAV in Wadi Al-Rabei  

5. (03 Sep) Unconfirmed: Ghneiwa militia 
sets fire to house of Tarhuna local  

6. (03 Sep) Unconfirmed: heightened 
tensions b/w Ghneiwa & Misrata’s 
Mahjoub BDE over Rixos Hotel control 

7. (03 Sep) Unconfirmed: arrested TRB 
member released from SDF prison 

8. (03-04 Sep) No changes; LNA claim 
Ghneiwa withdrawal from Airport Rd 

9. (04 Sep) Two gunmen carjack white 
Hyundai Avanate in Al-Swani  

10. (04-05 Sep) Military activity increases; 
LNA airstrike near Waha Oil Company 

11. (06 Sep) Shells target MJI; armed 
robbery targets NOC subsidiary 

12. (06-08 Sep) GNA offensive on all fronts 
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5. Benghazi Neighborhood Report 
Skirmishes between forces affiliated with Morality Police head & gunmen 

 

    

 

  
million Libyan dinars (LYD) after extending work 
hours to operate around the clock. Bozraida noted 
that monthly revenues amounted to over seven 
million LYD prior to the 2011 revolution, though the 
income was not used towards developing the port. 
General cargo including trucks loaded with vehicles, 
food containers, motor oils, and other goods arrive 
at the port. Whilst the port does not export oil, it 
imports gas along with other petroleum products, 
accounting for the salaries of 1,400 employees 
amounting to 2.25 million LYD. Benghazi’s 
commercial port was closed in 2014 following the 
battle between vying groups and the consequent 
destruction of the city. Since Haftar’s forces 
declared Benghazi liberated in 2017, reports 
indicate limited repair work has been carried out, 
with two out of three tug boats still inoperable. 
Nevertheless, the port is now reportedly loading 
more containers than it had in 2011; at least 1,500 
containers per week in contrast to 400 pre-2011. In 
a sign of East-West division, the port’s revenues 
were previously deposited with Libya’s Ports 
Company based in Misrata but are now managed 
under the eastern-based interim government.   
 
 
 
 
 

Skirmishes in Al-Wheishi 
Reports indicate skirmishes erupted between 
gunmen affiliated with the GNA’s former Deputy 
Interior Minister, Faraj Egaim, and other 
unidentified gunmen in Benghazi’s Al-
Wheishi area in the evening on 04 Sep. Egaim 
currently heads Benghazi’s Morality Police, 
affiliated with the Interim Government’s Ministry 
of Interior. Reports indicate skirmishes erupted 
after pro-Egaim forces attempted to demolish 
irregular kiosks controlled by gunmen in the area. 
Egaim’s forces reportedly withdrew from the area 
after the gunmen opened fire, though no 
casualties were recorded. Additional reports 
indicate the gunmen were suspected of narcotics 
trafficking in the area.  
 
Chadian national arrested 
On 06 Sep. the General Investigation 
Department of Benghazi’s Security Directorate 
arrested a Chadian national involved in 
robberies. According to reports, the suspect’s 
fingerprints identically matched those previously 
taken of an individual in areas witnessing 
robberies.  
 
Commercial activity on the rise at the Port 
Reuters reported increased commercial activity 
at Benghazi’s Port. The Port director, Yzaid 
Bozraida, noted month-on-month growth and a 
goal of generating a monthly income of over 7.8 

KEY INCIDENTS  

1. (02 Sep) Unexploded shell removed 
from house on Al-Sharif Street 

2. (02 Sep) Interim Govt PM orders 
repair of several public roads & 
reopening of public parks 

3.  (04 Sep) Security Directorate head 
meet with heads of police stations to 
discuss security situation 

4. (04 Sep) Skirmishes between 
Morality Police head & gunmen 

5. (06 Sep) Chadian national arrested 
on charges of robbery  

2 

4 
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6. What’s next  
LNA to push northward from Wadi Al-Rabei; GNA to focus on Tarhunah  
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POLITICAL FORECAST 
 
Political efforts to reach a negotiated settlement continue to face an uphill 
struggle, especially after the bellicose rhetoric from factions on the 
ground hinting and uptick in military activity. In his latest briefing to the 
UNSC on the situation in Libya on 04 Sep, Ghassan Salame, stated that 
the five-month offensive on Tripoli halted “an active and promising 
political process” and resulted in the death of over 100 civilians, injured 
300 others and displaced 120,000. Salame reaffirmed that despite 
mission’s continued presence in Libya, though limited in number, a long-
term presence would “only be taken once a fuller assessment of the 
security situation in the city and associated risks has been taken”. On the 
domestic front, the GNA PM Fayez Al-Serraj, met with the United Nations 
Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) head Ghassan Salame, and 
discussed the latter’s latest briefing to the UN Security Council (UNSC). 
The meeting was also attended by the UN Humanitarian Coordinator 
Yacoup Al-Hilo, where the parties discussed humanitarian needs, 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) and illegal migrants. Separately, the 
UNSMIL condemned false statements attributed to Ghassan Salame. 
The UNSMIL condemnation closely followed multiple local media reports 
falsely quoting Salame stating that Haftar is willing to retreat from Tripoli 
in return for a position within a new government. Regionally, the Egyptian 
Foreign Ministry emphasized the importance of reaching a political 
solution in Libya that preserves the country’s unity, helps revive national 
institutions, as well as contribute to the eradication of terrorist 
organisations. The statement came after a meeting between Egypt’s 
Foreign Minister, Sameh Shoukry, and Ghassan Salame, in Cairo, Egypt, 
on 02 Sep. 
 

SECURITY FORECAST 
 
The security vacuum in Tripoli will continue to expand to non-engagement 
areas. WB advises local travellers to limit operations to the central Northern 
part of Tripoli and minimise movements. WB advises against early morning 
and evening movements as criminal activity increases during these periods. 
In Tripoli, if confirmed, the Special Deterrence Force’s (SDF) release of 
Tripoli Revolutionaries Brigade (TRB) militiaman, Abdulrahman Mohammed 
“Zegraa”, would limit the likelihood of further tensions between the two 
militias. However, newly-surfaced tensions between Ghneiwa and Misrata’s 
Mahjoub brigade could dominate the security environment. Multiple reports 
suggest combat fatigue is widespread among both GNA and LNA forces on 
the ground. On the frontlines, Salah Badi appeared in newly-surfaced 
pictures purported to document his presence on the frontlines in the South. 
Badi’s reappearance would indicate he continues to play an active role in 
combat operations, despite being under international sanctions. Meanwhile, 
GNA forces will likely continue attempts to target LNA forces in Tarhunah. 
The GNA’s Volcano of Rage spokesman, Mustafa Al-Mujai, stated that GNA 
forces have completed all preparations for a major military operation. Al-
Mujai noted that GNA forces are awaiting orders from the operation room to 
carry out a comprehensive military operation that will target areas and cities 
outside the capital. Separately, the LNA’s 73rd Infantry Brigade commander, 
Ali Al-Qatani, reported that the “zero hour” to enter Tripoli has been selected 
and LNA units are ready for “direct implementation”. The GNA/LNA 
statements could indicate increased military activity beyond Tripoli’s 
Southern frontlines in the short term. In the central region, Misrata’s counter-
terrorism force (CTF) will likely continue to project capabilities with arrests of 
suspected IS militants.  
 
 
In the East, v 

 
WHAT OTHER EXPERTS SAY 

 
Libyan analyst Emadeddin Badi explores the potential for a protracted 
conflict in Tripoli to exarcebate tensions within the LNA’s support forces. 
He argues “However, relying on foreign powers to provide air superiority 
isn’t a sustainable strategy, nor will it translate into a clean military victory. 
The latter is far-fetched due to the frailty of Hifter’s military coalition, which 
could unravel before he even reaches Tripoli. Indeed, internal dynamics 
between Hifter and his allies reveal a deep sense of mistrust: two 
prominent allied commanders from Warshefana — in Tripoli’s hinterland 
— were assassinated in mysterious circumstances in the past month. 
Currently, Hifter’s only remaining allies with a foothold in western Libya are 
the Kani brothers from Tarhuna. The latter not only have an independent 
chain of command apart from Hifter, but also have more authority over his 
own troops than he does, particularly since the LNA lost Gharyan and 
moved its main operation room to Tarhuna, placing it de-facto under the 
Kani brothers’ control. No amount of foreign air support can compensate 
for the weakness of Hifter’s alliances of convenience. Thus, efforts by 
Hifter’s allies to make up for his military shortcomings are ultimately self-
defeating and may set up western Libya for instability by design.” Badi then 
analyses the various LNA power centres in the East and Benghazi. He 
writes “Hifter’s three-year-long “Dignity Operation” in Benghazi was carried 
out by a fractious coalition of interest groups, support forces (essentially, 
neighborhood youth from Benghazi), and tribes from eastern Libya, 
including the prominent Awaqir tribe. In return, these groups expected him 
to deliver certain rewards that never materialized. At present, Hifter’s 
ability to maintain a delicate balance between managing these interest 
groups’ demands and repressing dissent is slowly dwindling. This partly 
explains why the main groups mobilized for the Tripoli offensive are from 
outside Benghazi, notably from Ajdabiya, Tarhuna, and Bani Walid.” 

 
 
 

 

LIBYANS AND THE ARAB STREET 
 
In his latest bimonthly briefing to the United Nations Security Council 
(UNSC), Ghassan Salame described the situation in-country on 05 
September, five months into the LNA’s Tripoli offensive.  Analysts 
deciphered Salame’s comments and the focus on foreign stakeholders in 
his speech as a clear indication of the dim prospects of a negotiated 
settlement between Sarraj and Haftar. Salame stated during his speech that 
“It remains abundantly clear that without the commitment of key external 
actors engaged in Libya, the conflict will continue”. Salame added “We 
continue to mobilize national and international support for a further 
cessation of hostilities and renewed dialogue.  After a long tour in the East 
of the country, my Political Deputy recently visited Misrata as part of our 
engagement with communities across Libya.  As combat fatigue has 
become more prevalent on the ground, we are working to build confidence 
between the parties.  Despite the bellicose rhetoric and strong polarization 
in the country, there is popular support for an end to the violence, including 
by the actual fighters. In fact, the fighters are sometimes more sensitive to 
the idea of ending the conflict than some of the politicians.  Confidence-
building measures between the different groups engaged in the conflict 
include: the exchange of prisoners, exchanges of mortal remains, family 
visits to prisoners and in some cases phone calls to establish proof of life. 
In parallel, I have started an intensive campaign with international 
stakeholders in order to reach consensus for an international meeting of 
concerned parties that would contribute – through an unequivocal message 
– to ending the conflict and resuming the political process.  To support this 
goal, I visited Germany, Malta, the United Arab Emirates, Turkey and 
Tunisia and two days ago I had lengthy and constructive discussions with 
leading officials in Cairo.  I intend to continue my tour in the days ahead 
starting with the Arab Maghreb. I am particularly grateful for the strong 
message delivered by the Group of 7 major powers calling for an 
international conference bringing together all the stakeholders and regional 
actors relevant to the conflict in Libya as well as for the recognition that only 
a political solution can ensure Libya’s stability.” 
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