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1. The Big Picture 

July 23, 2019

 LNA vows imminent escalation despite intl. ceasefire calls 

Bell 
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KEY POINTS 
• Six key countries call for ceasefire  
• LIFG-affiliated groups seek govt. reshuffles 
• Sharara Oil Field output restored 

The Government of National Accord (GNA) has yet to move into 

Tripoli despite claims by Prime Minister designee, 

Fayez Seraj, their entry was imminent in a television 

interview given on Mar 17. Similar announcements 

have been made previously. Whispering Bell is 

aware of GNA attempts to negotiate safe entry into 

the capital, and that many Tripoli-based militias are 

gradually supporting this, albeit not always publicly. 

If the GNA can ensure that local militias are 

consulted prior to entrance, their security role will be 

maintained and they will continue to receive salaries 

then further endorsements are likely. Also, in a 

positive development for the unity government 

leaders claiming to represent various civil groups and 

local militias from Sabrata, Surman, Ajaylat, Riqdalin 

and Al-Jmail reportedly declared their support for the 

GNA. Similarly, Misrata’s Municipality also released 

a statement endorsing the government. The UNSMIL 

also announced its decisions “to extend until 15 June 

2016 the mandate...to enable the Mission to continue 

to assist the Presidency Council in further work in 

establishing the Government of National Accord.” 

However, the fundamental obstacle posed by heavily 

armed Tripoli and Misrata militias who adamantly 

oppose the new government and continue to resist 

its establishment remains. As such, declarations of 

support by various groups across Libya do not 

always reflect the views of the entire population they 

claim to represent. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Whilst Libyan National Army (LNA) units advanced 
on Tripoli’s Khallat Al-Forjan and Al-Ztarna fronts, 
seizing Al-Yarmouk Camp on 19 Jul, this week fell 
short of a vowed LNA push into the city centre. 
Nevertheless, heightened LNA rhetoric surrounding 
a final push into the heart of Tripoli prompted the 
Presidential Council (PC) to express concern over 
what it referred to as LNA arrangements for a military 
escalation in Tripoli. The PC noted that such 
arrangements include airstrikes targeting key civilian 
facilities, including Mitiga International Airport (MJI). 
The statement called on the United Nations (UN) 
along with the international community to assume 
their responsibilities towards what may take place in 
the upcoming period. Meanwhile, in direct response 
to the PC’s statement, the United Nations Support 
Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) stressed its outmost 
efforts to avoid military escalation and ensure the 
protection of civilians.  
 
Ongoing military activity on Tripoli’s Southern 
frontlines undermined the latest international 
ceasefire call. In a rare joint statement published on 
19 Jul, six countries including the United States 
(US), France, the United Kingdom (UK), Egypt, the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), and Italy called for an 
immediate cessation of hostilities around Tripoli, 
whilst warning “terrorist groups” from taking 
advantage of the political void in Libya. The joint 
statement called for a return to the UN-led political 
process. The ceasefire call came after a meeting 
between the UNSMIL head, Ghassan Salame, and 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and International Corporation, Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, in Abu Dhabi to 
discuss ways to cease hostilities in Libya on 16 Jul. 
 
Meanwhile, in signs of potential rifts between 
Government of National Accord (GNA)-affiliated 
groups, “The Gathering of Tajoura revolutionaries”, 
affiliated with the controversial pro-Libyan Islamic 
Fighting Group (LIFG) cleric and former Mufti, Sadi 
Al Gharyani, announced a meeting bringing together 
dignitaries, municipal figures, and activists in the 
Western region on 20 Jul. On its official Facebook 
page, the group stated that the meeting will discuss 
separating the PC from the GNA, in addition to 
reshuffling the Crisis Committee chaired by the 
GNA’s Minister of Education, Omar Abduljalil. The 
statement added that the group would discuss the 
reshuffling of several officials holding sensitive 

positions in order to secure a GNA victory in 
Tripoli. The meeting would indicate an attempt by 
LIFG-affiliated militias to secure high-level 
positions and subsequently ensure their survival 
in the aftermath of the clashes. In the current 
context, potential rifts within the GNA camp would 
prove favorable to the LNA as it seeks to garner 
support for a further push Northwards. 
 
On the ground, politically-motivated kidnappings 
are increasing. This week, a female House of 
Representatives (HoR) member, Siham Sergwa, 
was kidnapped from her residence in Benghazi. 
Sergwa recently voiced her rejection over the 
LNA’s offensive in Tripoli. The incident was highly 
condemned by Tripoli authorities who held the 
LNA directly responsible. Politically-motivated 
kidnappings based on LNA/GNA affiliation will 
likely increase in the short to medium term as 
hostilities between the two sides grow.  
 
In an O&G development, corroborating WB’s 
assessment, the National Oil Corporation (NOC) 
reported that Sharara Oil Field resumed 
production after it was shut down due to a valve 
closure on 19 Jul. In a statement, NOC noted that 
the valve was repaired in the evening on 21 Jul, 
subsequently allowing oil to be pumped to Zawiya 
Port. The NOC declared a state of force majeure 
on Sharara Oil Field crude loadings at the Zawiya 
Port as a result of an “unlawful” Sharara pipeline 
valve closure by an unidentified group between 
Hamada and the Zawiya Port on 19 Jul. 
 
Further, the NOC recorded June’s income of 1.7 
billion US dollars (USD) from the sales of 
crude oil and derived products, representing a 
month-on-month decrease of 580 million USD (-
25%) due to the impact of a two-week power 
outage resulting in Arabian Gulf Oil Company 
(AGOCO) losing 70,000 barrels per day (bpd) of 
total production. Consequently, recorded oil and 
gas revenues for H1 2019 amounted to 10.2 
billion USD, marking a year-on-year decrease of 
11.2%.  
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Shahat Security Directorate 
announced a suicide bombing 
attempt was foiled on 08 Mar. A 
13 year-old Egyptian national was 
reportedly arrested carrying an 
improvised explosive device 
(IED), which he planned to 
detonate in a busy market, in the 
city’s Souq Al Jum'aa area. No 
further information available. 

Local reports indicate unidentified 
gunmen set fire to the Libyan National 
Army (LNA)-manned 60th Gate East of 
Sirte  on 20 Jul. Local outlets cited 
residents of the Sultan area, located 
approximately 60 kms East of Sirte, 
reporting that the fire covered the entire 
gate, which is a mobile LNA HQ with an 
office and accommodation site. 

The National Oil Corporation (NOC) 
declared a state of force majeure 
on Sharara Oil Field crude oil loadings at 
the Zawiya Port as of 20 Jul as a result 
of an “unlawful” Sharara pipeline valve 
closure by an unidentified group 
between Hamada and the Zawiya Port at 
approximately 2338hrs on 19 Jul. On 22 
Jul, the NOC reported the lifting of force 
majeure after opening the closed valve 
connecting Sharara to the Zawiya 
terminal.  

 
 

2. National Security Map 
NOC lifts force majeure on Sharara crude oil loading from Zawiya Port; closed valve opened  

 

   Key   
 

THREAT INDICATORS 
 

   

 

Severe Threat 

 
High Threat  

Moderate Threat 

 
EVENT INDICATORS 

 

IED | VBIED  

  
 Violent Clash    

Isolated Gunfire   

Other  

 

Reports indicate a military 
convoy entered Msallata in 
on 15 Jul. Initial reports 
indicate the convoy is 
affiliated with the GNA’s 
Central Military Region and 
entered the town with the 
motive of arresting wanted 
individuals. 

WB sources reported several 
localsfrom Gharyan and Alasa
ba were released two days after 
they were abducted in the 
morning on 19 Jul. On 16 Jul, 
reports indicate several locals 
from Gharyan’s Qawasim area 
were arrested at a checkpoint 
in Alasaba, whilst reports 
indicate locals 
from Alasaba were arrested in 
the Qawasim area.   

On 17 Jul. the National Oil 
Corporation (NOC) held an 
emergency meeting at the 
Azzawiya Oil Refining 
Company (ARC) headquarters 
on 15 Jul following a suspected 
“device explosion” at the 
offices supervising the second 
phase of the refinery’s 
development. The NOC 
reported no casualties. 

In a statement issued on 20 
Jul, the Sabratah Operations 
Room, affiliated with the 
LNA’s Al-Zawiya Military 
Region, adjusted the 
previously announced curfew 
imposed on the city, where 
the curfew is now from 
0200hrs-0400hrs due to 
improved security conditions.  
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3. Nationwide Security Analysis 
Majority of fatalities recorded in Tripoli followed by Benghazi 

  
     

   

   
  
 
 

  

Nationwide fatalities by 
type of attack (Past week) 
 

 

Nationwide incidents by 
type of attack (Past week) 
 

Nationwide incidents by 
national district (Past week) 
 

   Nationwide fatalities by 
national district (Past week) 
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Nationwide Fatalities by Type of Attack (Past 27 Weeks)  
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Data Analysis 
     

WB recorded this week a total of 54 confirmed deaths in Libya, which compares to 60 deaths reported last week and 266 the week 
before. Similar to previous weeks, violent clashes in Tripoli resulted in the highest number of fatalities, followed by seven fatalities 
in Benghazi and one fatality in the Wadi Al-Hayaa district. Meanwhile, explosions, airstrikes and violent clashes, continue to 
dominate the overall security environment since the Libyan National Army (LNA) launched an offensive on Tripoli on 04 Apr. 
However, in contrast to the initial weeks of the clashes, mortar/rocket shelling incidents have been on a downward trend, whilst 
arrests increased across the country. The surge in arrests come amid a widened security vacuum in Tripoli and beyond. WB 
recorded security incidents across all of Libya’s Western, central, Southern and Eastern regions over the course of the reporting 
period. Several security incidents were reported throughout the country including,15 explosions, 13 violent clashes, 12 airstrikes, 
9 arrests, 8 fires, 4 mortar/rocket shelling incidents, four protests, four isolated gunfire cases, 3 kidnappings, 2 assassinations, 1 
carjacking, 1 robbery, 1 attack and 1 case of bodies found.  

 
In Western Libya, WB recorded a total of 66 incidents, including 53 incidents in the capital city, Tripoli, marking an increase in 
security incidents reported in Tripoli and the Western region. In Tripoli, reports indicate four gunmen driving a black pick-up vehicle 
with tinted windows carried out a failed carjacking attempt targeting an unidentified vehicle in front of the Zimeet Masjid in 
the Gerqarish area at approximately 1230hrs on 19 Jul. The victim escaped on foot, whilst the gunmen robbed items inside the vehicle. 
Separately, sources reported locals burned tires and closed off several roads in protest against ongoing lengthy power outages in the Al 
Serraj area at approximately 0100hrs on 16 Jul. Beyond this, a group of journalists and media activists protested against lengthy power 
outages in Algeria Square on 15 Jul. The protest came as a result of a hashtag circulating across social media outlets calling for the return 
of electricity, initially shared by journalist Lubna Younis. The protestors raised candles and carried banners condemning the war on Tripoli, 
whilst demanding the dismissal of the GECOL director and executive director. In the wider West, reports indicate unidentified assailant(s) 
kidnapped a local man in his twenties from Garabolli on 12 Jul. Unconfirmed reports indicate pro-GNA Misrata militias were behind the 
kidnapping, with no further information available. 
 
In the central region, local reports indicate an ammunition container exploded at the headquarters of the 604th Battalion affiliated with the 
Sirte Protection Force (SPF), located on Mrah Street in Sirte’s third residential area. The heavy explosion caused a state of panic among 
residents in the area. The SPF’s spokesman, Taha Hadid, stated that the explosion was due to high temperatures reaching 49 degrees 
Celsius, whilst noting only material damage to the HQ and sites nearby. No casualties were reported and Hadid denied reports suggesting 
the explosion was a result of an airstrike and/or vehicle-borne improvised explosive device (VBIED).  

 
Turning to Southern Libya, according to Sabha’s National Security Directorate head, Al-Saadi Mohammed, a prominent criminal 
attempting to carry out an armed robbery targeting the Traffic Department head, Mohammed Al-Asfar, was arrested on 15 Jul.  
 
In Eastern Libya, local reports indicate the head of the Investigation Department in Tobruk’s Internal Security Service, Ashraf 
Haroun, reported that his forces raided a smuggler's house and arrested 55 Egyptian illegal migrants on 15 Jul. The arrest came 
after the force received intelligence on the presence of a large number of Egyptian illegal migrants held by traffickers in a house. 
 
 
 
 
 
In Eastern Libya, reports suggest a man’s body was found with signs of torture in Benghazi’s Sidi Faraj area on 24 Jun.  
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4. Tripoli Neighborhood Report 
LNA advances on Khallat Al-Forjan & Ztarna fronts; Mitiga Airport targeted 

 

 

 
 6 

civilians from any targeting in addition to taking care 
of those who have been forced to leave their 
homes.” The mission called on all parties to adhere 
to International Humanitarian Law prohibiting the 
targeting of civilians and health facilities, whilst 
warning over the consequences of any violation.  
 
Kidnappings 
Reports indicate the Libyan National Assembly 
Secretary-General, Ali Mansour, was 
kidnapped/arrested in an unidentified area in Tripoli 
on 19 Jul. Initial reports indicate the motive behind 
the arrest/kidnapping was based on allegations of 
his support for the LNA. In a statement issued on 20 
Jul, the Libyan National Assembly denounced the 
arrest/kidnapping that was not legally justified and 
called for his immediate release. Mansour is also an 
employee of the Food and Drug Control Centre 
(FDCC). Mansour’s arrest/kidnapping would stand 
as the second incident targeting of a FDCC official 
within the past week. On 19 Jul, the Al-Mashashiya 
tribe issued a statement regarding the 
arrest/kidnapping of the FDCC director general, 
Mohammed Al-Mashai, where they threatened to 
open a frontline on Tripoli’s Airport Road against 
the Ghneiwa militia who were behind the incident. 
On 21 Jul, the GNA’s Attorney General issued a 
decision to release Al-Mashai, where he was 
received by his fellow tribal members in the Awiniya 
Village.  
 
The clashes have thus far resulted in 1093 fatalities 
and 5752 injuries, according to the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) in Libya. 
 
 

LNA advances; MJI targeted  
This week the Libyan National Army (LNA) advanced 
in Khallat Al-Furjan and subsequently controlled Al-
Yarmook Camp in the evening on 19 Jul, in addition 
to advancing on the Al-Ztarna front on 16 Jul. 
Meanwhile, this week saw two attacks temporarily 
halting air traffic at Mitiga International Airport (MJI).  
At approximately 1930hrs on 18 Jul, sources reported 
an LNA airstrike MJI after which heavy gunfire by 
anit-aircraft weapons was heard in the area in an 
attempt to down the military aircraft. Initial reports 
indicate the airstrike targeted a Turkish unmanned 
aerial vehicle (UAV). The airstrike suspended air 
traffic between 1930hrs-214hrs, where several flights 
were diverted to Misrata International Airport (MRA).  
At approximately 2200hts on 17 Jul, sources reported 
indiscriminate shells landed on MJI halting air traffic 
for approximately two hours. Several flights were 
diverted to MRA.  
 
On the domestic front, the Presidential Council (PC) 
expressed concern over what it referred to as 
“arrangements being prepared for a military 
escalation by the aggressor forces on the capital of 
Tripoli” on 20 Jul. in a statement, the PC noted that 
such arrangements include airstrikes targeting key 
civilian facilities, including MJI. The statement called 
on the United Nations (UN) along with the 
international community to assume their 
responsibilities towards what may occur in the 
upcoming period. Meanwhile, in direct response to 
the PC’s statement, the United Nations Support 
Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) stated that it is doing its 
“outmost with all local and foreign actors to avoid 
military escalation and to ensure the protection of 
 

KEY INCIDENTS 

1. (13 Jul) Man killed in Ghut Shaal Gas 
Station 

2. (14-15 Jul) LNA spox:  units prepared to 
enter main stage of military operations 

3. (14 Jul) Gunmen carjack vehicle in the 
Al-Ghararat area 

4. (14 Jul) Gunman opens fire in front of 
Old City Police Station; one injured 

5. (14 Jul) Three separate arrests targeting 
criminals across Tripoli 

6. (15 Jul) Locals burn tires & close roads 
in protest against power cuts  

7. (15 Jul) Journalists & media activists 
protest against lengthy power cuts 

8. (16 Jul) LNA advances on the Al-Ztarna 
front 

9. (16 Jul) FDCC director general shot at & 
transferred to unknown location 

10. (17-18 Jul) Air traffic suspended at MJI 
due to shelling; clashes continue 

11. (18 Jul) LNA airstrike targets MJI  

12. (19 Jul) LNA advances in Khallat Al-
Forjan & controls Al-Yarmouk Camp. 
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5. Benghazi Neighborhood Report 
Female HoR member kidnapped after criticising LNA offensive on Tripoli 

 

    

 

  Protest against foreign intervention 
Reports indicate locals protested against Turkish and 
Qatari interference in Libya’s internal affairs on 15 Jul. 
The protestors raised banners denouncing the external 
Turkish/Qatari interference and expressed their support 
for the LNA’s military campaign in Tripoli. 
 
Bodies found; indiscriminate gunfire  
Local reports indicate five bodies with signs of gunshots 
were found near the Hawari Cemetery in Benghazi in 
the afternoon on 17 Jul. Separately, local reports 
indicate indiscriminate gunfire resulted in the death of a 
46-year-old man in Benghazi’s Al-Leithi area on 18 Jul. 
According to reports, the victim was indiscriminately 
shot in the head during his brother’s wedding 
celebration and succumbed to his wounds.  
 
NOC signs MoU with Schlumberger  
On 15 Jul, the National Oil Corporation (NOC) signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with 
Schlumberger to establish a specialised training and 
development centre in Benghazi. The centre will 
concentrate on “professional excellence in exploration, 
drilling and petroleum engineering, and be equipped 
with the latest high-tech equipment to develop qualified 
technical staff necessary to sustain the sector”. The 
statement added that Shclumberger offered to host 
Libyan engineers and technicians through on-work 
training programmes across the company’s 
international operations. The MoU was signed during 
the NOC chairman, Mustafa Sanalla, and chairman of 
the Zalaf management committee, Khalifa Rajab’s, visit 
to Schlumberger’s headquarters in London. 
 
  
 

Female HoR kidnapped 
Local reports indicate unidentified gunmen 
attacked the residence of Tobruk-based 
House of Representatives (HoR) member, 
Siham Sergwa, resulting in her abduction and 
the injury of her spouse in Benghazi in the 
evening on 17 Jul. Initial reports indicate 
armed locals protested in front of her 
residence in response to remarks made on the 
pro-LNA “Libya Al-Hadath” TV channel, where 
she criticised other HoR remembers 
supportive of the war on Tripoli. Sergewa 
reportedly attempted to escape with her 
husband after which the armed locals opened 
fire and Sergewa was abducted. Unconfirmed 
reports indicate the victim's body arrived at an 
unidentified Benghazi hospital in the early 
hours of 18 Jul. Tripoli authorities were quick 
to condemn the incident, including the 
Presidential Council (PC), High Council of 
State (HCS) and parallel HoR members 
convening in Tripoli, with the PC stating that 
the development hinders prospects of 
establishing a civil state.  
 
Policeman killed 
Reports indicate unidentified gunmen killed a 
policeman in Benghazi’s Buhdima area in the 
morning on 15 Jul. The motive behind the 
incident remains unknown.  
 

KEY INCIDENTS  
1. (15 Jul) Unidentified gunmen kill 

policeman in Buhdima area 

2. (15 Jul) NOC & Schlumberger sign 
MoU to establish training centre 

3. (16 Jul) Unconfirmed: weapons & 
ammunition arrive at Benghazi Port 

4. (17 Jul) Female HOR member 
kidnapped from residence  

5. (17 Jul) Five bodies found near 
Hawari Cemetery 

6. (17 Jul) Investigations end with 
Security Directorate Head 

7. (18 Jul) Indiscriminate gunfire kills 
man in Al-Leithi area 
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6. What’s next  
LNA to attempt to garner greater support for vowed push into central Tripoli 
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POLITICAL FORECAST 
 
This week’s main political development involved a rare joint statement 
by six countries including the United States (US), France, United 
Kingdom (UK), Egypt, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), and Italy calling 
for an immediate cessation of hostilities around Tripoli, whilst warning 
“terrorist groups” from taking advantage of the political void in Libya. 
The joint statement called for a return to the United Nations (UN)-led 
political process. Separately, the UN Envoy to Libya, Ghassan Salame, 
met with the United Arab Emirates (UAE) Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
International Corporation, Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, in 
Abu Dhabi to discuss ways to cease hostilities in Libya on 16 Jul. 
Despite the international ceasefire calls, military activity continued on 
Tripoli’s Southern frontlines. Meanwhile, domestically, the Tobruk-
based House of Representatives (HoR) members concluded three-day 
meetings held under the auspices of the Egyptian National Committee 
on Libyan Affairs. The outcomes included emphasis on Libya’s unity 
and sovereignty, whilst noting that any solution to the conflict must be 
endorsed by the HoR. The participants also agreed on maintaining a 
civil state and protecting the democratic process and the peaceful 
transfer of power in accordance with the constitutional declaration. 
Parallel HoR members convening in Tripoli failed to recognise the 
outcomes of the Cairo meetings. On the economic front, the Central 
Bank of Libya (CBL) reported that Libya’s oil revenue dropped by 11.2% 
to 14.3 billion Libyan dinars (LYD) in the first half of 2019, compared 
with the same period in 2018. Subsidies accounted for 19.4% at 3.483 
billion LYD of total state expenditure. 
 
  
 

SECURITY FORECAST 
 
MJI remained a target for the LNA this week as air traffic was temporarily 
suspended on two separate occasions due to an airstrike and shelling 
incident. Meanwhile, this week saw an uptick in politically-motivated 
kidnappings with the potential for acts of retaliation and subsequent 
unrest. On the frontlines, the LNA advanced on the Al-Ztarna front and 
Khallat Al-Forjan fronts, whilst continuing to vow escalation with reports 
of it calling on Tripoli’s youth to support its offensive. Prospects of 
sporadic security incidents related to increased local grievances, 
including road closures and protests, remain probable in the short term. 
In the wider West, this week saw a surge in politically-motivated arrests, 
which are likely set to persist amid ongoing military escalation and 
further hostility between LNA/GNA groups. In the central region, the 
LNA-manned 60th Gate East of Sirte was set on fire. Whilst the group 
behind the incident remains unknown, the development would indicate 
anti-LNA sentiment in the region. In the South, corroborating WB’s 
assessment, the NOC declared force majeure on Sharara Oil Field crude 
oil loadings at Zawiya Port. On 22 Jul, the NOC reported the closed valve 
was repaired and force majeure was subsequently lifted. Nevertheless, 
additional disruptions remain likely. Key water and power infrastructure 
remain a common target for local armed groups. In the East, the 
kidnapping of a prominent female House of Representatives (HoR) 
member in Benghazi has resulted in multiple calls of condemnation, with 
Tripoli’s authorities holding the LNA directly responsible. The incident 
would undermine LNA vows to help establish a civil state, free of 
corruption, following the “liberation” of Tripoli from militias & militants. 
 
 LIBYANS AND THE ARAB STREET 
 
In an article for “The Washington Post”, the author, Sudarsan Raghavan, 
quotes the Misrata militia leader, Salah Badi, from the frontlines, 
highlighting how the man once responsible for clashing against pro-GNA 
forces, currently stands as one of Tripoli’s defenders. “His forces clashed 
with pro-government militias, killing scores of civilians and pulverizing 
neighborhoods. Ultimately, the Trump administration and the U.N. 
Security Council placed Badi on sanctions lists for trying to “undermine a 
political resolution in Libya.” Today, Badi is one of Tripoli’s defenders. He 
fights for the very U.N.-installed government he tried to oust. That 
government, in turn, is backed by some of the Western powers that 
imposed sanctions on him. And the militias Badi once battled? They are 
now his allies. On the front lines of the urban guerrilla war raging in Libya's 
capital In May 2019, The Post's Sudarsan Raghavan traveled to Tripoli, 
Libya, where the most violent guerrilla conflict the city has seen in years 
is underway. In a nation where violence dictates the rhythms of life and 
politics, Badi is one of its main catalysts. He has helped fuel Libya’s 
chaotic trajectory since Gaddafi’s downfall — determined to assert control 
and implement his vision of a new Libya at any cost. In a rare interview at 
a military base, Badi denied the international allegations that he was 
seeking to destabilize Libya. He added that he did not care that he was 
hit with sanctions, with his assets frozen and a ban imposed on his travels. 
Osama al-Juwaili, a senior commander who heads the military operations 
for the Tripoli government, said Badi was not recruited by the government 
to fight Hifter, Yet, Juwaili acknowledged that the Tripoli government 
needs Badi and other militias. “They are fighting for the same cause,” said 
Juwaili“.The best thing Hifter did was unify our lines,” Badi said. Badi 
denies allegations that he is a hard-line Islamist. “We don’t want 
extremists to use Islam in ruling the country,” he said. In Tripoli, however, 
perceptions of Badi are divided.  

 

WHAT OTHER EXPERTS SAY 
 

In an article for “The National”, the author(s) reports on the Libyan National 
Army’s (LNA) calls on Tripoli’s youth to support its offensive on the capital 
in its battle against Government of National Accord (GNA)-backed militias. 
“Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar's Libyan National Army has called on the 
youth of Tripoli to back his offensive on the capital as he attempts to stamp 
out militias backing the UN-backed Government of National Accord. The 
latest declaration that the Libyan National Army will double down on its 
push to end the grinding stalemate comes just days after the UAE, US, 
UK, Egypt, France and Italy said the country’s factions must stop fighting 
and return to the UN-mediated political process. The LNA posted on one 
of its official Facebook pages calling on the young people of the capital to 
work with its forces. “The decisive hour is not far,” Brig Gen Khaled Al 
Mahjoub, head of the LNA mobilization department, told The Associated 
Press. “We are only five kilometres away from the capital, our forces are 
advancing, and they are retracting.” The Tripoli-based government issued 
a statement early Saturday saying it had gathered information suggesting 
that Field Marshal Hafter’s forces were planning a military escalation in 
the form of airstrikes against key sites in the capital, including Mitiga 
airport, Tripoli’s only functioning airport. Claudia Gazzini, a senior analyst 
with the International Crisis Group said there’s little evidence of a planned 
increase in the offensive.“Based on observations in and around Tripoli and 
other surrounding cities until yesterday, there was no evidence of major 
movement of LNA affiliated forces,” she said. 
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