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1. The Big Picture 

April 29, 2019

Divisions spread to O&G  sector amid threat of disruption

Bell 
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Political  Security 
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KEY POINTS 

• LNA downs GNA Mirage F1 aircraft 

• Forces expect further escalation  

• Uncertainty over impact on O&G  

On the ground, the week was marked by a 
broader offensive led by the Libyan National 
Army (LNA) to regain positions following a 
recent Government of National Accord (GNA) 
counter-offensive. Fighting then gradually 
moved eastward with notable developments 
such as Zintani reinforcements in support of 
the LNA, a return to airstrikes after improved 
weather conditions, and subsequent downing 
of a GNA Mirage F1 aircraft over Al-Wattiyah 
airbase. In addition, a new front opened on 
the ground on 27 April in Al-Ztarna area 
northwest of Tarhuna; seemingly a GNA 
attempt to repel Tarhuna-based LNA forces 
out of southern Tripoli and into defensive 
positions north of Tarhuna.  
 
There is emerging evidence to indicate LNA 
and GNA forces are both anticipating 
increased military activity as part of “phase 
two” in combat operations in the short term. 
This is supported by evidence on the ground, 
including multiple LNA reinforcements 
arriving from the Southern regions, Bani 
Walid, and the East. In further evidence that 
military activity will increase in the short term, 
the LNA Western Region Operations 
Commander, (Maj Gen) Abdussalam Al-
Hassi, stated LNA units are preparing for the 
“next phase”, claiming forces are making 
slow advances to avoid a “civilian bloodbath”. 
On 25 Apr, reports indicate reinforcements 
from Sabha towards Gharyan in support of 
the LNA. Reports suggest at least 120 
vehicles from Sabha Joint Security 
Directorate, including battalions 160 and 180. 
 
On the political front, the LNA and some 
eastern-based House of Representatives 
(HoR) members continue to focus on 
allegations of foreign mercenary involvement 
on the GNA side. LNA spox. Ahmed Mismary 
stated the pilot of the GNA aircraft (Mirage 
F1) downed over Wattiyah airbase is an 
Ecuadorian national, while emphasizing that 
Turkey and Italy continue to support GNA 
units. Mismary also declared that foreign 

Islamist extremists are supporting the GNA, 
with alleged arrivals from Zuwara and Misrata 
ports.   
 
Meanwhile, in the Oil & Gas sector, the 
eastern-based Arabian Gulf Oil Company 
(AGOCO) and Sirte Oil Company (SOC) 
issued statements backing the LNA’s offensive 
on Tripoli on 28 Apr, a day after the Tripoli-
based National Oil Corporation (NOC) 
condemned what it described as the 
militarization of Libyan national energy 
infrastructure. AGOCO’s statement came 
against the backdrop of a meeting between 
AGOCO’s head and the LNA’s Khalifa Haftar.  
 
Details surrounding the meeting are limited and 
it remains unclear whether it is within the 
eastern-based government’s intent to bypass 
the Tripoli-based NOC in future exports, and 
whether perceptions of the prospect of such an 
endeavor have changed since US President 
Donald Trump voiced support for the LNA’s 
offensive in a phone call with Haftar.  
 
In addition, the Ras Lanuf Oil & Gas 
Processing Company (RASCO) echoed similar 
sentiment, denying the NOC’s claims related to 
the “militarization of oil facilities”, and clarifying 
that the LNA is present solely in a law 
enforcement capacity in/around the terminals. 
At the time publication, a stable security 
environment was reported in/around the 
terminals with a standard LNA presence and 
no indication of use of maritime/air assets, 
discrediting some of the recent claims. 
Whether the NOC statement came as a result 
of GNA pressure remains unclear, though the 
recent escalation continues to threaten the 
country’s O&G sector. 
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Shahat Security Directorate 
announced a suicide bombing 
attempt was foiled on 08 Mar. A 
13 year-old Egyptian national was 
reportedly arrested carrying an 
improvised explosive device 
(IED), which he planned to 
detonate in a busy market, in the 
city’s Souq Al Jum'aa area. No 
further information available. 

 

Four unidentified gunmen 
reportedly stormed municipal 
elections polling stations in Al-
Hraba area and stopped the 
electoral process on the 
morning of the 27th of April. 
The Municipal and Social 
Councils along with elders from 

the area later released a 
statement in support of the 
LNA.  

Unconfirmed reports on 29 Apr 
suggest Ibrahim Jathran, the former 

Petroleum Facilities Guard (PFG) 
commander, stated he will begin 
mobilizing towards his hometown of 
Ajdabiya, and is ready to launch an 
attack on the oil fields. No further 
information available.  
 

The head of Airports Affairs for 
the Interim Government General 
Transport Authority, Shoaib Al-
Kilani, announced on 25 Apr the 
reopening of Labraq international 
airport after a two-year closure. 
Al-Kilani stated that Labraq 
Airport is resuming flights after 
the maintenance of the airport 
and its facilities, including the 
landing strip, the parking lot, the 
installation of lighting, a new 
control tower and a new 
passenger hall, noting that the 
first flights will be to Saudi Arabia. 

 
 

2. National Security Map 
Emerging reports of repelled armed attack outside Sharara substation; no impact on production  
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At the time of publication, 
emerging reports indicate 
unidentified gunmen attacked 
a substation of Sharara oilfield 

(NC-186), resulting in a brief 
stand-off overnight on 28 Apr 
with local LNA forces, who 
managed to repel the 
insurgency. The National Oil 
Corporation (NOC) confirmed 
and condemned the attack, 
describing it as an “RPG 
attack” with no impact on 
production. 

Newly-surfaced imagery on social 
media appeared to corroborate the 
downing of a GNA/Misrata Mirage F-, 
which occurred over Al-Watiya Airbase. 

The LNA spokesperson, Ahmed Al-
Mesmari, confirmed the incident and 
stated that the Mirage F-1 was shot 
down after it attempted to target the Al-
Watiya Airbase. 

Local media reported the Libyan 
National Army (LNA) claimed the 
Port of Zuwara is being used to 
transport weapons to anti-LNA 
forces. The port would 
subsequently be considered an 
LNA target. 
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3. Nationwide Security Analysis 
Tripoli death toll continues to rise; airstrikes & shelling on downward trend 
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Nationwide Fatalities by Type of Attack (Past 27 Weeks)  
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Data Analysis 

WB recorded this week a total of 166 confirmed deaths in Libya, which compares to 133 deaths reported last week and 107 the 
week before. Combat operations and engagement in Tripoli continue to represent the majority of incidents and fatalities recorded 
this week. However, indiscriminate shelling was on a downward trend, falling by more than half from last week. There were no 
fatalities recorded in the East and most incidents remain confined to Tripoli and its neighbouring districts. Several security incidents 
were reported throughout the country including, 14 mortar/rocket shelling incidents, 20 airstrikes, 22 violent clashes, 5 cases of 
isolated gunfire, a drone-related incident, a kidnapping, and four separate reports of bodies found.  
 
In Western Libya, WB recorded a total of 82 incidents, including 67 incidents in the capital city, Tripoli.  In Tripoli, at least 158 
additional fatalities have been recorded during the reporting period. The period between 25-27 Apr saw limited military activity, 
though fighting resumed later on multiple fronts. Heavy clashes were reported on multiple fronts between 25-27 Apr, though 
combat operations were limited relatively compared with previous weeks. Air combat missions saw a slight uptick between 25-26 
Apr, but later decreased between 26-27 Apr. On 29 Apr, clashes became full-fledged with a rise in indiscriminate shelling. Multiple 
shells fell indiscriminately on Ain Zara, near Al-Gargani oil station and also, near Alsedrah road at approx. 0030hrs on 29 Apr. 
Several shells fell indiscriminately on Khallat Alfurjan area south of Tripoli at approx. 2300hrs on 28 Apr. A simultaneous airstrike 
was also recorded in the area. Further, several shells fell indiscriminately on Al-Heira, at approx. 2100hrs on 28 Apr, while another 
shell landed in a school on Alsedrah road at approx. 1925hrs with no casualties reported. Beyond the clashes, Whispering Bell 
received several reports of increased criminal activity around the capital, including reported robberies in Al-Drebi area during the 
past days causing several shops to close in the area. Reports suggest south Tripoli clashes have resulted in a security vacuum 
around the city, further increasing the number of general crime incidents around Tripoli. 
 
This week in Central Libya, tensions were high as local forces expect an LNA push towards the national district. Meanwhile, local 
reports suggest Sirte’s security forces arrested two suspects accused of murdering an Egyptian woman identified as Heba Abdel 
Alim in her apartment in Sirte in  Sep 2018. The two suspects include an Egyptian man identified as Jamal Al-Alim, and the victim’s 
Libyan spouse identified as Naser Khalifa. The suspects admitted to murdering the victim and dumping the body next to her 
apartment block. 
 
Turning to Southern Libya, this week was marked by reports (emerging at the time of publication) of an armed attack targeting a 
substation of Sharara oilfield (NC-186), resulting in a brief stand-off overnight on 28 Apr with local LNA forces, who managed to 
repel the insurgency. The National Oil Corporation (NOC) confirmed and condemned the attack, describing it as an “RPG attack” 
with no impact on production. 
 
In Eastern Libya, there were no significant security incidents recorded amid a relatively stable week in Benghazi and the East in 
general. The General Investigation Unit under the Benghazi Security Directorate arrested a narcotics dealer carrying 11 kgs of 
cannabis resin in Benghazi’s Bouhdeima area on 22 Apr. Security forces received local intelligence on the presence of a criminal 
trading narcotics in public after which they ambushed the dealer carrying ready-for-sale cannabis resin. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Subscribe to Read More… 

  



Libya Weekly Political and Security Update 
Further distribution without written consent of Whispering Bell is strictly prohibited.  The Whispering Bell Libya Weekly Political and Security Update™ does not constitute advice and must not be regarded as a substitute 
for detailed advice in individual cases. It is provided “as is” and without warranty of any kind. Whispering Bell shall have no liability arising from any use made of this report, or any part of it, to the fullest extent 
permitted by law. No part of this report may be reproduced in any form. Copyright © 2018. All rights reserved. 

5 

 

 

 

Whispering Bell April 29, 2019 

4. Tripoli Neighborhood Report 
Clashes gradually expand towards South-East; LNA precision strikes  

 

 

 

 6 
Uptick in criminal activity amid vacuum 
 

A group of unidentified assailants broke into 
a house in Al-Serraj area at night on 26 
April. The assailants opened fire on the 
house before breaking in, looting, and later 
fleeing the scene. Locals in the area 
reported that a family was inside the house 
during the incident, with no reports of 
casualties.  
 
Unidentified gunmen arrest GNA figure  

 
Reports suggest unidentified gunmen 
arrested/kidnapped the Government of 
National Accord’s (GNA) Under Secretary of 
Defense in Tripoli at night on 22 Apr. Initial 
reports suggest the Nawasi militia carried out 
the arrest due to corruption allegations.  
 
Sub-Saharan African’s body found  
 

WB sources reported the body of a Sub-
Saharan African migrant worker was found 
with signs of gunshots in Tripoli’s Al-
Kreymiya area in the morning on 23 Apr. 
Initial reports suggest the worker was killed 
during a robbery incident in a warehouse in 
the area. WB recorded a recent uptick in 
criminal activity in Tripoli’s Southern areas. 
Ongoing clashes in Tripoli’s South have 
resulted in a security vacuum and 
subsequent increase in criminal activity.  

 

Fighting continues to expand South-East 
On the ground, GNA-aligned forces would have gained 

ground and at least 1500 metres in the Ain Zara front, 
based on Reuters estimates on 28 Apr. However, 
fighting has now spread to residential neighbourhoods 
and multiple reports confirm engagement is now on a 
“house-to-house” basis. Fighting continues to move 
further East, with reports of heavy clashes in the 
southeastern suburbs of Tajoura and unconfirmed 
reports of LNA control over Al-Zatarna area, led by the 
LNA’s Tarhunah 9th Brigade, which includes Al-Kaniat 
militia.  LNA units of the 111 Brigade and 106 Brigade 

Group, are also said to have controlled the Illegal 
immigration shelter in Al-Twaisha at approx. 1930hrs on 
28 Apr. Tripoli’s Mitiga International Airport (MJI) 
continued to operate throughout 28 Apr with no reports 
of security incidents and/or disruptions. LNA precision 
airstrikes increased in frequency throughout 28-29 
Apr.  There were reports of an airstrike near Al-Tikbali 
Camp in Salah Aldin area at approx. 0230hrs on 29 Apr, 
while earlier another airstrike was recorded in Al-
Zatarna area, in the southeastern suburbs of Tajoura, at 

approx. 0100hrs. Further, an LNA airstrike targeted a 
police station in Al-Nasheei area, in the southeastern 
suburbs of Wadi Al-Rabei, at approximately 1830hrs on 
28 Apr. No casualties were recorded. Further, clashes 
continued in Wadi Al-Rabei at approx. 2300hrs; Al-
Zatarna at approx. 2000hrs; Al-Twaisha area near 
Tripoli International Airport (TIP) at approx. 1900hrs; 
Khallat Alfurjan at approx. 1900hrs, with reports clashes 
erupting precisely near the Swaihly Gas Station. 
Clashes also erupted in Souq Al-Ahad area, north of 
Qaser Bin Ghashir, at approx. 1800hrs. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

KEY INCIDENTS 

1.  (24 Apr) Power cuts due to GECOL 

transformer physical damage  

2. (24 Apr) Clashes resume in the Khallat 

Forjan area  

3. (25 Apr) Water shortages across 

multiple areas due to fault/bad weather 

4. (26 Apr) Heavy clashes/shelling in Red 

Summer House/ South Ain Zara  

5. (26 Apr) Armed group breaks into 

house/ rob belongings  

6. (27 Apr) Indiscriminate shelling in 

Khallat Forjan area  

7. (27 Apr) Military aircraft flying over Wadi 

Rabei area  

8. (27 Apr) Multiple airstrikes recorded; 

precision strikes in Al-Fellah 

9.  (27 Apr) WB confirms uptick in criminal 

activity in Dreiby/ some shops close 

10. (27 Apr) Clashes resume near TIP 

after reported GNA airstrike  
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5. Benghazi Neighborhood Report 
Narcotics trafficker arrested; indiscriminate gunfire injures girl  

 

    

 

  

behind the arrest remains unknown, the 
incident could be linked to the Libyan 
National Army’s (LNA) spokesperson, 
Ahmed Al-Mesmari, recent 
announcement of an arrest warrant 
against a group of 33 pro-GNA Interim 
Government officers on charges of 
undermining state security, on 23 Apr. 

Indiscriminate gunfire injury   

 
Local reports indicate a young girl was 
injured by indiscriminate gunfire, a stray 
bullet to the abdomen, while inside her 
flat in the Masaken area on 25 Apr. 
Indiscriminate gunfire continues to pose 
a threat to civilians across Libya.  

Narcotics trafficker arrested in 
Bouhdeima  
 
The General Investigation Unit under 
the Benghazi Security Directorate 
arrested a narcotics dealer carrying 11 
kgs of cannabis resin in Benghazi’s 
Bouhdeima area on 22 Apr. Security 
forces received local intelligence on the 
presence of a criminal trading narcotics 
in public after which they ambushed the 
dealer carrying ready-for-sale cannabis 
resin. 
 
Eastern-based figure arrested  
  
Local reports from 23 Apr suggest the 
Head of the Passports Authority in the 
Eastern region, Hamdi Al-Obeidi, was 
arrested upon his return from Tripoli. 
According to reports, Benghazi’s 
Military Police arrested Al-Obeidi and 
transferred him to Qirnida Prison. In 
Mar 2018, Al-Obeidi participated in a 
press conference at the Government of 
National Accord (GNA)’s Ministry of 
Interior (MoI) HQ. Whilst the motive 

KEY INCIDENTS  

1. (22 Apr) Narcotics dealer arrested  

2. (23 Apr) Interim gov officer arrested. 

Location unknown.   

3. (25 Apr) Indiscriminate gunfire 

injures girl in Masaken area   

 

1
O
il 
T
a
n
k
e
r 
T
a
r
g
e
t
e
d 
n
e
a
r 
S
ir
t
e 
E
g
y
p
ti
a
n 
N
a
ti
o
n
a
l 
K
il

3
O
il 
T
a
n
k
e
r 
T
a
r
g
e
t
e
d 
n
e
a
r 
S
ir
t
e 
E
g
y
p
ti
a
n 
N
a
ti
o
n
a
l 
K
il
l
e
d 
i
n 
B
e
n



Libya Weekly Political and Security Update 
Further distribution without written consent of Whispering Bell is strictly prohibited.  The Whispering Bell Libya Weekly Political and Security Update™ does not constitute advice and must not be regarded as a substitute 
for detailed advice in individual cases. It is provided “as is” and without warranty of any kind. Whispering Bell shall have no liability arising from any use made of this report, or any part of it, to the fullest extent 
permitted by law. No part of this report may be reproduced in any form. Copyright © 2018. All rights reserved. 

7 

 

 

 

Whispering Bell April 29, 2019 
 

6. What’s next  
Possibility of LNA vs Misrata face-off eastward; vacuum in South & East 
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POLITICAL FORECAST 
 
While clashes have had a drastic impact on confidence in the political 
process, municipal elections in Sabha have been reported as a success. 
However, local divisions have prevented similar successes in towns such 
as Sabratha, Surman, and Hraba. Regionally, the GNA is attempting to 
shore up its alliances with Maghreb countries, highlighted by GNA Interior 
Minister’s visit to Tunis. Meanwhile, Algerian Foreign Minister, Sabri 
Boukadoum, underlined his country’s position, stating Algiers will not 
tolerate instability in Tripoli. In a press conference with his Tunisian 
counterpart, Khemaies Jhinaoui, Boukadoum called for an immediate 
ceasefire and the return to dialogue, reaffirming there is no military solution 
to the Libyan crisis. On the international front, Italy is adopting a more 
nuanced and flexible approach while its presence in Misrata continues to 
raise local concerns among eastern-based factions, prompting Italy’s PM 
Giuseppe Conte to deny that it treats wounded GNA combatants at its field 
hospital in the city. The upcoming weeks will see more political jockeying 
as prospects of a ceasefire and cessation of hostilities remain unclear. 
Despite rumours, GNA officials have denied that a ceasefire was in the 
works. In a press briefing on 24 Apr, the Presidential Council (PC) 
spokesman, Muhannd Younis, reaffirmed that there would be no dialogue 
with the LNA “until they are defeated”. Younis denied reports of Al-Serraj 
calling for a ceasefire. On the international front, Russia’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister called for a ceasefire and a return to dialogue. Meanwhile, the LNA 
spox. Ahmed Mismary asked Ghassan Salame, Head of the United 
Nations Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) and the UN Security Council 
to inform the Libyan people of the contents of the Iranian ship docked in 
Misurata port.  

 
 
 
 

SECURITY FORECAST 
 
Fighting has gradually spread eastward, though it remains confined to the 
southeastern suburbs of Tajoura and North of Tarhunah. Looking ahead, 
the LNA could decide to launch an offensive on Zawiya, though the strong 
islamist component in the city, including Libyan Islamic Fighting Group 
(LIFG) could be a challenge. Combat operations and armed clashes are 
now likely in the Sirte national district. Misrata’s Third Force declared a 
state of emergency on 29 Apr, calling on members to mobilize East of Sirte. 
This would follow unconfirmed reports of a deadline by LNA units for 
Misrata’s forces to leave positions in Sirte within 48 hours (deadline given 
on 28 Apr). In addition, LNA spox. Ahmed Mismary confirmed the targeting 
of a position of the “extremist Bunyan Al Marsous” within Misrata district. 
While output is yet to be directly affected by clashes, there are emerging 
reports of a possible mobilization by Ibrahim Jathran, the former PFG 
commander. If confirmed, there could be a risk of direct armed attack on 
oilfields in the South and/or East (Oil Crescent). Meanwhile, fuel shortages 
are likely amid reports that the Brega Petroleum Marketing Company 
(BPMC) will restrict fuel deliveries from its Zawiya/Misrata warehouses to 
enagement areas in the central, southern, and western regions, citing 
security concerns and the risks to fuel truck drivers. The decision, if 
confirmed, is expected to have a significant impact on the ground in terms 
of supply lines. Rival GNA and eastern-based interim governments 
continue to compete in the provision of fuel and liquidity to localities. 
Gharyan’s Municipal Council confirmed receiving fuel supplies from the 
eastern-based interim government on 28 Apr. The delivery comes amid 
growing allegations that the GNA is restricting supplies to LNA areas.  
  

LIBYANS AND THE ARAB STREET 

In an article for The National, the author, Daniel McElroy, explores the 

GNA’s reliance on militias to strengthen its posture in the capital city.  
McElroy writes “The Tripolitanian militias enjoy close dependent links with 
Mr Al Sarraj through an umbrella group, often called the Central Security 
apparatus. In recent weeks, meanwhile, an operations room run by the 
Tripoli Protection Force has sought to co-ordinate militias in areas outside 
the LNA's control between the capital and Sirte. Abdelrauf Al Kara, 
commander of the Special Deterrence Forces, or Rada, is a dominant 
player in one part of the city, controlling Mitiga, the main airport and 
neighbouring airbase. Mr Al Kara's forces run a feared prison in Tripoli that 
operates a strict regime. Among the inmates is Hashem Abedi, brother of 
the Manchester suicide bomber. Rada operates in close alliance with 
ideologically close Nawasi militia, a force emanating from the criminal 
gangs based in Souq Al Jumaa (Friday Market) area of Tripoli. Other 
factions that cannot be ignored in Tripoli come under the sway of Haitham 
Al Tajouri, head of the Tripoli Revolutionary Brigades. Among the 
strongholds of the group in Tripoli is the Intelligence Directorate and its 
Ostrich Farms base. Even under Qaddafi, the Abu Saleem area of the 
capital was a no-go zone much of the time for the dictatorship. A prison in 
the area held much of the country's Al Qaeda leadership for more than a 
decade. It has remained politically powerful and a base of people-
trafficking and smuggling. Under the leadership of Abdelghani Al Kikli, 
universally known Ghenewa, it has much of central Tripoli under its control.   
Other groups feed into the shifting alliances between the main Tripoli 
Protection Force factions.”   

 
 
 
 

WHAT OTHER EXPERTS SAY 
 

Writing for The Arab Weekly, Libya-expert Michel Cousins discusses the 
prospect of a ceasefire. He writes “Haftar’s forces and the varied pro-
GNA forces supporting the Presidential Council headed by Fayez al-
Sarraj are locked in combat, mainly in the southern Tripoli suburbs. Both 
sides have tried to resort to air strikes but limited capacity has denied 
either strategic superiority but still casualty figures continue to mount.” 
Cousins adds “With both sides presenting upbeat claims they are 
winning, they also insist there will be no negotiations or a ceasefire. It is 
also reported that, given the stalemate, a more realistic position is being 
considered. There have been rumours of behind-the-scenes discussions 
about a ceasefire involving various intermediaries. A ceasefire, sources 
said, would not require the LNA to pull back to its positions prior to April 
3 but would involve some withdrawal south of Tripoli. Preserving its 
positions would give the LNA negotiating advantages. Analysts, though, 
are wary that, in the event of a ceasefire, the two sides — especially the 
GNA — may not be able to fully control their forces. The concern 
specifically is that militants backing the GNA, such as Salah Badi, would 
not see themselves bound by any truce and would continue to attack LNA 
positions and that the latter would feel obliged to fire back. The role of 
the militants in the GNA forces has become a major concern, both for the 
LNA and the international community. France refused to back an EU 
statement calling for a truce and a pullback by the LNA, insisting that it 
mention the involvement of criminals and UN-sanctioned terrorists in the 
fighting and demand the Libyan parties stop using them. France also 
wanted that the situation faced by migrants as a result of the clashes be 
included.” 
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