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1. The Big Picture 

July 2, 2018 

Uncertainty & force majeure after oil ports handover to East

Bell 

Libya Weekly 

Political  Security 
Update 

KEY POINTS 

• Potential impact on Tripoli security  

• Elections unlikely to be held by Dec  

• Possible protracted oil port blockade  

Libyan National Army (LNA) spokesman, 
Ahmed Al-Mesmari, announced that 
Haftar will hand over the control of the oil 
terminals, including Ras Lanuf and Es-
Sider, to the parallel National Oil 
Corporation (NOC) in the East under the 
Interim Government, on 25 Jun. The 
decision adds another layer of uncertainty 
over Libyan oil exports following former 
Petroleum Facitilies Guard (PFG) 
commander, Ibrahim Jathran’s seizure 
and recent clashes in the Oil Crescent.  
 
The development corroborates 
Whispering Bell’s assessment that the Oil 
Crescent situation could increase 
accusations against institutions in the 
West and redirect oil revenues to the 
eastern-based NOC. Thus far, Libya’s oil 
production is down by 850k barrels per 
day (bpd) as the Tripoli-based NOC 
announced on 02 Jul, force majeure at 
Zueitina and Marsa el-Hariga. Meanwhile, 
according to oil intelligence firm Argus 
Media, at least six crude oil buyers 
confirmed they have not yet been 
approached by the eastern-based NOC, 
which would raise concerns over the 
latter’s stated intentions to market oil.  
 
Politically, multiple scenarios could 
unfold. First, Haftar could be strategically 
playing this “strong card” to compel 
factions in the West, including the 
Government of National Accord (GNA), to 
make concessions ahead of the elections. 
If this is the case, the decision to divert oil 
revenues would be temporary until the 
GNA and strong elements in the West 
make those concessions.  
 
In a second scenario, the GNA would 
refuse to make any concessions, paving 
the way for a widened East-West rift. This 
would not be the first time such a 
scenario occurs. Jathran previously tried 

to export through the eastern-based NOC 
but failed to do so given contracts were 
signed with the NOC in the West. 
 
Beyond this, there is a potential for the 
decision to represent a means to an end 
for elements disenchanted with the GNA, 
especially given the latter’s decreasing 
popularity and amid growing corruption 
allegations.  This trend is evident with the 
latest incidents involving GNA officials 
who expressed support for Haftar’s 
decision, including a reported attempted 
kidnapping targeting the Vice President of 
the Presidential Council (PC), Fathi Al- 
Mujbari, on 26 Jun.  
 
Despite statements by foreign 
governments condemning the move, there 
is mounting evidence to suggest the 
situation could protract as Haftar is 
gradually legitimizing the move based on 
local grievances from tribal elements in 
the Oil Crescent area. Amid growing 
corruption allegations targeting GNA 
officials, it will become increasingly difficult 
in the long-term to defeat the local 
narrative suggesting the West has 
neglected the East by holding oil 
revenues. Overall, regardless of the 
outcome(s) of the decision, prospects to 
hold elections by Dec 2018 seem 
increasingly bleak, and Haftar’s latest 
decision holds the potential to have wider 
ramifications on the security situation, 
including in the capital city. Haftar is likely 
attempting to pressure the GNA to 
concede to demands related to the 
Central Bank of Libya’s (CBL) leadership 
and a replacement of Sadiq Al Kabir.  
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2. National Security Map 
LNA announces end of Derna offensive, confirms death of DMSC leader, Al-Shaeri  
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Reports suggest masked 
gunmen exchanged gunfire, 

killing a young boy and 
injuring two Tebu tribesmen in 
Sabha on 28 Jun. According 
to local reports, the gunfire 
exchange continued in the city 
with no further security 
incidents reported. retaliatory 
violence. 
 

 
 

Reports suggest Sirte’s security force 
announced a state of alert following 
reports of suspicious Islamic State (IS) 
movements in the Southern part of the 
city on 30 Jun. Security forces 
conducted patrols and set up 

checkpoints across the city.  

 
 

The Libyan National Army (LNA) 
issued a statement warning unnamed 

foreign countries from establishing a 
military presence in some areas of 
southern Libya under the pretext of 
confronting illegal immigration. The 
LNA warning closely follows reports of 
a planned Italian security and military 
delegation visit the southern Libyan city 
of Ghat.  
 
 

According to the Sirte 
Operations Room, suspected 
Islamic State (IS) militants 
kidnapped two men in military 
uniforms on the road linking 
Waddan and Zillah at night 
on 26 Jun.  
 

In a televised address on 29 
Jun, Haftar announced the 
end of the offensive to 
liberate Derna from the 
presence of extremist 
militants, including the Derna 

Protection Force (DPF). 
Despite the announcement, 
there is a likelihood of 
explosive remnants of war 
(ERW) and it will likely take 
longer for authorities to 
complete “clean up” 
operations.  

 

Demonstrations took place in 
the evening on 29 Jun in 
Benghazi, Tobruk, Ajdabiya, 
and Alrujban in the Western 

Mountains region, in support 
of the Libyan National Army’s 
(LNA) decision to hand over 
the oil facilities to the 
National Oil Corporation 
(NOC) of the Interim 
Government. reported. 
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Nationwide incidents by type 

of attack (Past week) 

 

Nationwide fatalities by 

national district (Past week) 
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3. Nationwide Security Analysis 
Surge in robberies, vehicle thefts across the capital city   
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type of attack (Past week) 
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Nationwide Fatalities by Type of Attack (Past 27 Weeks)  
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Data Analysis 

Whispering Bell recorded this week a total of 16 confirmed deaths in Libya, which compares to 24 deaths reported 
last week and 62 the week before. This week there was a relative increase in isolated gunfire cases while bodies 
found continue to represent the highest number of fatalities recorded across Libya. Several security incidents were 
reported throughout the country, including 19 robberies, 9 cases of isolated gunfire, 5 airstrikes, an episode of 
violent clash, 4 arrests, 3 kidnappings and 2 IED/VBIED incidents.  
 
In Western Libya, Whispering Bell recorded a total of 41 incidents, including 29 incidents in the capital city, Tripoli. 
Whispering Bell recorded in Tripoli a surge in robberies. The Criminal Investigation in Tripoli recorded 16 thefts of 
vehicles on 24 Jun. According to reports, the stolen vehicle types vary, though they include KIA Cerato and 
Hyundai Elentra vehicles. Moreover, several activists across social media outlets warned Tripoli’s residents over 
the recent surge in the theft of vehicles. In a separate incident, unidentified assailants riding in a black Hyundai 
Azera 2008 with tinted windows and no license plate attempted to rob a vehicle on Tripol’s Al-Hbaibiyah Road in 
the Ain Zara area, at approximately 1130hrs on 27 Jun. There were no further security incidents reported. 
 
The week in Central Libya was marked by a state of alert in Sirte following suspicious movements. The Sirte 
Security and Protection Force announced on 30 Jun it will strengthen security measures and increase the number 
of mobile and stationed patrols and checkpoints in anticipation of any emergency. The development closely follows 
reports of suspicious vehicle movements in the valleys South of Sirte. 
 
Turning to southern Libya, Whispering Bell recorded an isolated gunfire incident. Reports suggest masked gunmen 
exchanged gunfire, killing a young boy and injuring two Tebu tribesmen in Sabha on 28 Jun. The motive behind the 
incident remains unclear and despite the injury of two Tebu tribesmen, there is little information to ascertain 
whether a potential resumption of tribal clashes is imminent in Sabha. Meanwhile, Awlad Suleiman tribes issued a 
statement praising the Libyan National Army’s (LNA) victory in Derna and the liberation of the Oil Crescent on 30 
Jun. Following the LNA’s announcement of the end of operations in Derna, there is a strong possibility of an 
upcoming mobilization in the South. 
 
In Eastern Libya, authorities found the bodies of two men buried in a farm in a Western neighborhood of Benghazi 
on 27 Jun. Meanwhile, in Derna, militants carried out a suicide vehicle-borne improvised explosive device 
(SVBIED) attack targeting Libyan National Army (LNA) soldiers in an unidentified area on 23 Jun. The SVBIED 
attack reportedly resulted in two casualties on the LNA-side with no further reports of fatalities beyond the driver of 
the vehicle. 
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4. Tripoli Neighborhood Report 
VP of PC & HoR member kidnapped by armed group  

  

    

  

 Government officials kidnapped 
Reports suggest the Vice President 
of the Presidential Council (PC), 
Fathi Al- Mujbari, along with a 
member of the House of 
Representatives (HoR), Fathallah Al-
Saiti, were kidnapped by an armed 
group in Tripoli in the evening on 26 
Jun. Moreover, the VP’s head office 
identified the armed militia as the 
Tripoli Revolutionaries Brigade 
(TRB), led by Haithem Tajouri, noting 
that the kidnapping was linked to Al-
Mujbari’s statement and backing of 
Haftar’s decision to hand over control 
of the Oil Crescent to the Eastern-
based National Oil Corporation 
(NOC). The TRB’s involvement is 
unconfirmed. Al-Mujbari reportedly 
traveled to Tunis on 28 Jun, 
condemning the PC for their failure to 
open an investigation. The incident 
highlights the ramifications of Haftar’s 
decision and potential to marginalize 
local elements in the capital city as 
the East-West divide widens.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEY INCIDENTS 

1. (22 Jun) TRB arrests two 

brothers in farm in Tajoura 

2. (23 Jun) Truck belonging to 

Brega company robbed  

3. (24 Jun) Criminal Investigation in 

Tripoli record 16 vehicle thefts 

4. (25 Jun) Cinema and theater 

official kidnapped in Zanatah 

5. (26 Jun) VP of pc and member of 

HoR kidnapped in Hay AlAndalus 

6. (26 Jun) 301 Brigade gathering 

with heavy weapons and gunmen 

7. (27 Jun) Three bodies found 

handcuffed on Airport Road 

8. (27 Jun) Al-Ahli football fans set 

fire to sport’s federation building 

9. (27 Jun) Failed armed robbery 

attempt of vehicle in Ain Zara 

10. (29 Jun) Deterrence Apparatus 

arrests two airport officials 

 

Militia movements  
Reports indicate a military gathering 
of the 301 Brigade on the Airport 
Road with approximately two anti-
aircraft guns mounted on vehicles on 
the Airport Bridge and four others 
under the Airport Bridge, with at least 
10 masked gunmen at approximately 
1330hrs on 26 Jun. Additional reports 
suggest there were two anti-aircraft 
guns at the Airport Traffic Light with at 
least six masked gunmen. Initial 
reports indicate the militia mobilization 
was due to a dispute at a checkpoint 
between 301 Brigade members and a 
police vehicle affiliated with Ghneiwa. 
Reports suggest the 301 brigade 
suspected a vehicle occupied by 
masked individuals and shot bullets in 
the air to force the vehicle driver to 
stop at the checkpoint. The occupants 
were later identified as police 
members. The issue was reportedly 
resolved. Disputes between militias 
and militia members are common and 
could result in further disruptions to 
the security situation, though an 
agreement is often reached. 
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5. Benghazi Neighborhood Report 
Militia leader sentenced to 22 years in prison for role in Benghazi attack 

 

    

 

  
the Interim Government. There were 
no security incidents reported.  
 
Khatallah sentenced to 22 years 
On 27 Jun, Ahmed Abu Khatallah, a 
Libyan national, was sentenced to 
22 years in prison on federal 
terrorism charges, in addition to 
other crimes related to the 11 Sep 
2012 terrorist attack on the US 
Special Mission in Benghazi, 
resulting in the killing of the US 
Ambassador and three other 
personnel. In 2017, Khattallah was 
found guilty by a US jury for 
providing terrorists with support. On 
the night of 11 Sep 2012, Islamist 
militants attacked the American 
consulate in Benghazi, resulting in 
the death of the US Ambassador to 
Libya, Chris Stevens, along with 
three other government personnel. 
The incident stood as the first killing 
of a US Ambassador on duty in 
nearly 40 years, whilst resulting in 
major backlash of the former 
Secretary of State, Hilary Clinton.   
 
 
 
 
 

 

KEY INCIDENTS  

1. (27 Jun) Khatallah sentenced 

to 22 years in prison 

2. (27 Jun) Bodies of two missing 

men found  

3. (29 Jun) Protest in support of 

LNA handover of Oil Crescent 

Two bodies found 
Local reports suggest security 
authorities found the bodies of two men 
buried in a farm in a Western 
neighborhood of Benghazi on 27 Jun. 
According to reports, the men were 
residents of Benghazi’s Al-Nuwagiya 
area and authorities had lost contact 
with them since last February, with no 
information on their whereabouts since. 
Moreover, following investigations, 
authorities stated that the assailant was 
identified and confessed to killing the 
two men, whilst revealing their burial 
location. Additionally, authorities stated 
that the assailant confessed to the 
killing being financially motivated, 
noting the involvement of others in the 
crime.  
 
Protests in support of LNA decision 
Demonstrations took place in the 
evening on 29 Jun in Benghazi, 
Tobruk, Ajdabiya, and Alrujban in the 
Western Mountains region, in support 
of the Libyan National Army’s (LNA) 
decision to hand over the oil facilities to 
the National Oil Corporation (NOC) of. 
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6. What’s next  
Tensions among institutions in West, pressure to replace CBL governor  
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POLITICAL FORECAST 
 
Following the Libyan National Army (LNA) regaining control 
of the Oil Crescent, Haftar announced the handover of the 
oil terminals to the Eastern National Oil Corporation (NOC) 
under the Interim Government. The decision has resulted in 
international and local backlash from the West’s power 
hubs, whilst halting operations at Libya’s major oilfields and 
ports. Haftar’s handover follows reports of the involvement 
of Western elements in the Ibrahim Jathran-led Oil Crescent 
attack. Haftar is likely lobbying with Libya’s most vital source 
of income ahead of planned elections and amid 
internationally sponsored talks. Meanwhile, the Italian 
Interior Minister Matteo Salvini met with the Government of 
National Accord (GNA) proposing the establishment of 
migrant reception centres on the external borders of 
Southern Libya. The development has resulted in local 
tensions in Ghat and may prompt future LNA involvement in 
the South amid widespread criticism and rejection. On the 
diplomatic front, China stated that its embassy will resume 
work from Tripoli, along with the return of its companies, 
whilst South Korea will resume its diplomatic mission in 
Tripoli in early Sep 2018, which could prompt additional 
returns of diplomatic missions to the capital city.  

SECURITY FORECAST 
 
This week, Haftar’s decision to handover oil terminals to 
eastern-NOC handover could result in increased politically-
motivated crime and kidnappings against local elements in 
Tripoli and beyond. Meanwhile, militia tensions, including 
Ghneiwa militia’s dispute with “Abu Azza”, could disrupt the 
security situation in Tripoli. In the wider West, security 
incidents related to militia disputes and smuggling are likely, 
particularly in Al-Zawiya. Moreover, along Garabouli’s 
Coastal Road, there is potential for tensions between 
Tarhouna’s Al-Kani militia and the Central Security Forces 
over the control of checkpoints. Beyond this, the Libyan 
National Army (LNA) may increase its airstrikes targeting 
militants related to the 14 Jun attack on the Oil Crescent in 
the Bani Walid area. Beyond, Sirte is in a state of alert over 
suspicious Islamic State (IS) movements, a development 
that may have serious ramifications on the security situation. 
In the South, there remains a possibility of an LNA 
mobilization following Derna’s liberation, along with calls 
from Awlad Suleiman tribes for the LNA to renew its 
commitment to South. Additionally, Ghat remains tense 
following reports of Italian deployment to the area under the 
pretext of combating illegal migration.  

WHAT OTHER EXPERTS SAY 
 
In an article for “Arab News”, the author, Max Ferrari, 
highlights a new alliance between Italy and Libya over the 
issue of illegal migration, whilst noting how such an 
alliance may alarm the European Union (EU). “With the 
arrival of the populists to government in Italy, things have 
changed. While Paris and Berlin continued to propose the 
creation of centers for screening migrants in Europe, 
Rome had plans to push for them to be housed in Africa. 
Salvini called for the centers to be built on the southern 
external borders of Libya in Niger, Chad, Mali and Sudan 
in order to block migrants at their country of origin. The 
Italian minister also explained that Rome has asked the 
EU to refinance the EU-Africa Trust Fund and said that it 
will promote in Europe the Libyan project of a major 
conference on immigration, which Maiteeq would like to 
hold in Tripoli in September. “The problems must be 
addressed and resolved in Libya, not in European 
capitals,” Salvini said. Perhaps it was paradoxical to the 
Libyans that a government that sections of the media 
describe as xenophobic and racist has been the only one 
to ask for new funds for Africa and to propose to deal on 
an equal basis. But certainly Maiteeq has appreciated 
Italy’s move by recalling the two nations’ historic friendship 
and the fact that, before the revolution in Libya (which Italy 
did not want), Rome was its first partner in the economic 
and energy sector.” said Ferrari.  
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

LIBYANS AND THE ARAB STREET 
 
In an article for “Ozy” the author, Karlos Zurutuza, 
discusses the growing influence of Madkhalis across 
Libya’s rivals. “Madkhalists are like a tree with its branches 
expanding all over the country,” says an anxious Misrata 
official, requesting anonymity because of security 
concerns. “They pop up literally everywhere,” he says of 
the Madkhalists. “They are very well organized; they have 
money, weapons … I have been warning for some time of 
the threat they pose to all of us Libyans.” To him, the 
movement is the “latest version of the most radical 
Islamism.” But for those in power — or hoping to stay in 
power — in the Middle East and North Africa, Madkhalists 
are almost dream partners.“ They never put into question 
the political authorities of the country where they take root 
in,” says Yarub Ali, an Iraqi researcher and historian of 
Salafism based in Norway. “Moreover, they despise 
Western democracies as well as the Muslim Brotherhood, 
and they fight jihadism both in the ideological and military 
fields.” At the moment, the West won’t mind them too 
much either, suggests Ali, as long as they can keep youth 
from joining the Islamic State. What’s good for a country’s 
ruler isn’t always what’s best for the nation’s future, 
however. Khalifa, the Libo leader, fears “some kind of 
Egyptian scenario” for Libya, with Haftar emerging as a 
military strongman in the mold of Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, 
Egypt’s president.” said Zurutuza.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.ozy.com/fast-forward/egyptian-leaders-are-co-opting-the-arab-springs-protest-weapon/85745
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About Whispering Bell 

 
 

Contact Whispering Bell at: +971-4-448-6690 or at ras@whisperingbell.com 

 

Twitter               Website            LinkedIn   
  

 

Copyright © 2016 Whispering Bell, All rights reserved.  

 

 

mailto:ras@whisperingbell.com
https://twitter.com/wbmonitor?lang=en
https://www.whisperingbell.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/whispering-bell/

	2. National Security Map
	LNA announces end of Derna offensive, confirms death of DMSC leader, Al-Shaeri
	Key

	Surge in robberies, vehicle thefts across the capital city
	Nationwide Fatalities by Type of Attack (Past 27 Weeks)

	5. Benghazi Neighborhood Report
	Militia leader sentenced to 22 years in prison for role in Benghazi attack

	6. What’s next
	Tensions among institutions in West, pressure to replace CBL governor

	About Whispering Bell

