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 IS attack exposes gaps in Oil Crescent security posture 
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KEY POINTS 
• LNA received imminent attack intel  
• Suspicious IS movements  
• Unidentified drone strike in Awbari 

The Government of National Accord 
(GNA) has yet to move into Tripoli despite 
claims by Prime Minister designee, Fayez 
Seraj, their entry was imminent in a 
television interview given on Mar 17. 
Similar announcements have been made 
previously. Whispering Bell is aware of 
GNA attempts to negotiate safe entry into 
the capital, and that many Tripoli-based 
militias are gradually supporting this, 
albeit not always publicly. If the GNA can 
ensure that local militias are consulted 
prior to entrance, their security role will be 
maintained and they will continue to 
receive salaries then further 
endorsements are likely. Also, in a 
positive development for the unity 
government leaders claiming to represent 
various civil groups and local militias from 
Sabrata, Surman, Ajaylat, Riqdalin and 
Al-Jmail reportedly declared their support 
for the GNA. Similarly, Misrata’s 
Municipality also released a statement 
endorsing the government. The UNSMIL 
also announced its decisions “to extend 
until 15 June 2016 the mandate...to 
enable the Mission to continue to assist 
the Presidency Council in further work in 
establishing the Government of National 
Accord.” However, the fundamental 
obstacle posed by heavily armed Tripoli 
and Misrata militias who adamantly 
oppose the new government and 
continue to resist its establishment 
remains. As such, declarations of support 
by various groups across Libya do not 
always reflect the views of the entire 
population they claim to represent. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week was marked by an Islamic 
State (IS) attack on the Al-Aguila police 
station, located approximately 75 kms 
East of Ras Lanuf, in addition to an 
unidentified drone strike targeting a 
farmhouse in Awbari, South of Libya. The 
latest IS hit-and-run operation raises 
concerns over the Libyan National Army’s 
(LNA) ability to secure the Oil Crescent 
area after it recently mobilized forces.  
 
IS claimed responsibility for the 24 Jul 
attack targeting the Al-Aguila police 
station, resulting in 3 fatalities and 4 
injuries at approximately 0240hrs. A 
former prominent militant of the Benghazi 
Revolutionaries Shura Council (BRSC) 
identified as “Mahmoud Al-Barasi” was 
reportedly killed in the attack. 
Additionally, reports suggest the attack 
resulted in the damage of multiple 
vehicles, whilst IS militants seized food 
supplies from local shops and fuel from 
the town’s petrol station. According to the 
Head of the Al-Aguila police station, 
Major Meftah Rahil, the militants also 
kidnapped a local riding a small cargo 
vehicle on the road whose fate remains 
unknown. Beyond this, Rahil noted that 
the IS militants recorded a video on the 
public road as they were leaving the 
scene. IS claiming responsibility 
corroborates Whispering Bell’s 
assessment of the likelihood of IS 
involvement behind the attack based on 
the tactics, techniques, and procedures 
(TTPs) used.  
 
Additional reports emerged suggesting a 
police report was leaked on 23 Jul, 
warning that an attack was imminent. 
According to the leaked report, an 
unidentified local truck driver stated he 
was stopped at a fake checkpoint 
established by IS, approximately 10 kms 
South of Al-Aguila.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Following the attack, the LNA launched a 
“counter offensive” resulting in the death 
of an unknown number of militants in the 
Wadi Al-Jafr area. Pictures were 
circulated across social media outlets 
purportedly showing the bodies of 13 IS 
attackers. 
 
Meanwhile, multiple vehicles belonging to 
IS militants were reportedly located South 
of Al-Aguila, 120 km West of Ajdabiya, 
heading toward the 103 line leading to 
the Jalu and Kufra region on 28 Jul. Amid 
reports of suspicious IS movements in the 
area, security forces in the Oil Crescent 
area were warned to take necessary 
security precautions.  
 
Overall, the 24 Jul IS attack highlights 
gaps within LNA military and security 
coordination and/or capabilities in the 
area. Moreover, given the attack’s 
proximity to the Oil Crescent region, the 
incident suggests the country’s oil and gas 
infrastructure remains exposed to the 
potential threat of opportunistic attacks 
despite reports of increased military and 
security presence in the area.  
 
Beyond the IS attack, an unidentified 
drone strike targeted a farmhouse 
in Awbari’s Sharab area, resulting in the 
death of 2 individuals, including a 
prominent militant leader, at 
approximately 2230hrs on 25 Jul. 
Although unconfirmed, the drone strike 
may have been conducted by a foreign 
state with the cooperation of Libyan 
authorities in an effort to target militant 
presence in the area.  
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An unidentified armed group 
reportedly assassinated a member 
of the Central Support in front of his 
house in the Municipality of Al-
Qubba.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

2. National Security Map 
Unidentified drone strike targets farmhouse in Awbari; 1 fatality & 1 injury 
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The Sirte Protection and Security 
Force located two decomposed 
bodies and an improvised 
explosive device (IED) in Sirte’s Al-
Arbaeen area. 
 
 

Local reports suggest Zintan 
activist groups including “Sons of 
Zintan”, “The Movement of the 
People’s Voice” and “No To 
Expansion”, held a protest against 
foreign interference in Libya, 
terrorist organizations, and armed 
groups on 27 Jul. Additionally, the 
protestors reportedly called for the 
holding of elections by the end of 
2018 in an attempt to save the 
country from further turmoil.  
 

Local reports from 25 Jul suggest 
unidentified assailants shot and 
subsequently killed Mahmoud 
Takalla, the brother of the 
Chairman of the Committee for the 
Development of Economic and 
Social Projects of the High Council 
of State (HCS), Mohammed 
Takalla, along the Coastal Road.  
 
 
 
 
 

Local reports suggest an 
unidentified drone strike targeted a 
farmhouse in Awbari’s Sharab 
area, resulting in two fatalities at 
approximately 2230hrs on 25 Jul.  
 
 
 

j 

 Reports suggest clashes erupted 
between security authorities and 
alleged Chadian criminal groups 
in Qatrun, Libya’s South, between 
27 and 28 July. The clashes resulted 
in at least 3 fatalities and 8 Chadian-
affiliated individuals held captive.  
 

Sorman locals held a 
demonstration demanding the 
departure of the legislative, 
executive and financial bodies in 
Libya on 27 Jul. The locals 
protested the extended mandate of 
the Presidential Council (PC) and 
High Council of State (HCS), whilst 
demanding the deposition of the 
Central Bank of Libya (CBL). 
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Nationwide incidents by type 
of attack (Past week) 
 

Nationwide fatalities by 
national district (Past week) 
 

Nationwide incidents by 
national district (Past week) 
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3. Nationwide Security Analysis 
Surge in nationwide fatalities due to isolated gunfire incidents  

  
    

   
 
 
    
 
 

Nationwide fatalities by 
type of attack (Past week) 
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Nationwide Fatalities by Type of Attack (Past 27 Weeks)   
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Data Analysis 
Whispering Bell recorded this week a total of 17 confirmed deaths in Libya, which compares to 14 deaths reported last 
week and 22 the week before. Whispering Bell recorded this week a surge in nationwide fatalities from isolated gunfire 
cases and an increase in incidents in the West. Tripoli continues to present the highest number of incidents though 
fatalities numbers recorded across the capital city remain relatively low. Several security incidents were reported 
throughout the country, including 8 cases of isolated gunfire, 6 protests, 2 IED/VBIED incidents, 2 kidnappings, a total 
of 4 bodies found, and a robbery.  
 
In Western Libya, Whispering Bell recorded a total of 25 incidents, including 15 incidents in the capital city, Tripoli. 
Whispering Bell recorded two kidnappings in the capital city while protests continued throughout the week. On 27 Jul, 
reports suggest two unidentified assailants riding a BMW vehicle kidnapped a woman in front of Tripoi’s Al-Nebras 
Restaurant at approximately 1600hrs. Neither the identity of the assailants nor the motive behind the kidnapping are 
known. Meanwhile, unidentified assailant(s) kidnapped the Director of financial affairs of the Libyan Investment 
Authority (LIA), Haithem Al-Hadi, from the capital city on 23 Jul, and later released him. Neither the identity of the 
assailant(s) nor the motive behind the incident are known, though initial reports indicate the alleged involvement of the 
Nawasi militia. In a separate development, locals of Tripoli’s Al-Ghrarat area closed the highway with burning tires in 
protest against ongoing lengthy power cuts at approximately 0000hrs on 24 Jul. Additional reports suggest other locals 
closed the roads of Tripoli’s Shat Road, the Znatah area, and the Airport traffic light. 

 
This week in Central Libya was marked by the Sirte Protection and Security Force uncovering two decomposed 
bodies and an improvised explosive device (IED) in Sirte’s Al-Arbaeen area. Sirte’s Al-Arbaeen area witnessed heavy 
clashes between the Al-Bunyan Al-Marsosus forces and the Islamic State (IS) during the battle of Sirte in 2016. 
 
Turning to southern Libya, reports suggest unidentified assailants attempted to carjack a vehicle in Sabha’s business 
district resulting in an exchange of gunfire, the death of two assailants and the injury of another on 22 Jul. It is likely 
that the driver resisted the carjacking, subsequently resulting in the death and injury of the assailants.  
 
In Libya’s East, the security department of Benghazi announced details of the seizure of a gang of six accused of 
kidnapping, robbery and assaulting a person coming from Zliten in the area of Podrissa in Benghazi. The Directorate 
said that the arrest of the accused was carried out during a "security crackdown" carried out by the Fuweihat police 
station. Meanwhile, unidentified gunmen set fire to the Civil Status Department building in Benghazi’s Qawarsha area 
in the morning on 24 Jul.  
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4. Tripoli Neighborhood Report 
Militia movements & ongoing local protests across the capital city 

   

  

  
 gunshots in the air, whilst robbing a tractor  

vehicle belonging to the workers, at 
approximately 1700hrs on 24 Jul. Beyond 
this, reports suggest an irregular 
checkpoint, affiliated with Al-Bugra militia, 
was set up in Tripoli’s Tajoura area at 
approximately 0000hrs on 25 Jul. 
According to reports, travellers IDs were 
checked and individuals from Tripoli’s Souq 
Al Jum'aa area were arrested.  
 
Gunfire in front of bank; protest 
Sounds of sporadic gunfire were reportedly 
heard in Tripoli’s downtown area at 
approximately 1530hrs on 25 Jul. Initial 
reports suggest the gunfire was heard from 
Tripoli’s Martyrs' Square in front of 
the National Commercial Bank (NCB), 
causing a state of panic among locals. 
Whispering Bell sources reported a man’s 
injury. The motive behind the gunfire 
remains unclear, though reports suggest 
one of the security guards fired sporadic 
shots in response to the large crowds and 
long queues at the bank. Meanwhile, in a 
separate incident, locals held a protest in 
front of Tripoli’s Martyrs Hall due to 
deteriorated living conditions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEY INCIDENTS 
1. (22 Jul) Tajoura Lions test 

weapons in Tajoura 
2. (22 Jul) Sounds of explosions in 

Al-Hadba & Salah Eddin 
3. (23 Jul) LIA official kidnapped & 

later released 
4. (24 Jul) Ghneiwa militia raid 

Tuesday Mall area 
5. (24 Jul) Militiaman raids Bab Al-

Aziziya area 
6. (24 Jul) Deterrence Apparatus 

arrest kidnapper 
7. (25 Jul) Gunfire in front of NCB 

results in 1 injury 
8. (25 Jul) Protest against 

deteriorated living conditions 
9. (25 Jul) Unidentified assailants 

carjack vehicle  
10. (27 Jul) Woman kidnapped in 

front of Al-Nebras restaurant 
11. (28 Jul) Protest against GNA 

in Martyrs Square 

Militia movements 
Reports suggest several armed 
vehicles belonging to the Tajoura 
Lions were stationed at Tripoli’s Abu 
Shusha Roundabout in 
the Tajoura area, with sporadic 
gunfire, likely by anti-aircraft 
weaponry, heard in the morning on 22 
Jul. Initial reports suggest the  Tajoura 
Lions were testing their weapons in 
preparation for an attack on the 
Deterrence Apparatus stationed at 
Tripoli’s Mitiga International Airport. 
According to reports, the preparation 
for an attack on the Deterrence 
Apparatus was fueled by the killing of 
the leader of the Ossoud Tajoura 
Battalion in a drive-by shooting in front 
of Tripoli Mall on 30 Jun. The drive-by 
shooting was an alleged 
assassination attempt by the 
Deterrence Apparatus. Meanwhile, in 
a separate incident, Reports suggest 
members of the Ghneiwa militia 
raided Tripoli’s Tuesday Mall area of 
the General Services Company for 
Road Construction and Cleaning. The 
Ghneiwa militiamen fired sporadic  
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5. Benghazi Neighborhood Report 
Unidentified gunmen set fire to the Civil Status Department building 

 

    

 

  
Al-Qatrani cancels meeting 
Local reports suggest the boycotting 
member of the Presidential Council 
(PC), Ali Al-Qatrani, cancelled a 
scheduled meeting between the 
dignitaries of Barqa in the city of 
Benghazi. According to reports, the 
motive behind Al-Qatrani cancelling 
the meeting was due to certain 
parties attempting to exploit the 
meeting to fulfil their own agendas. 
On 23 Jul, in a joint video from the 
city of Benghazi, the former 
Presidential Council (PC) members, 
Ali Al-Qatrani and Fathi Al-Majbari, 
announced that Barqa is out of the 
Libyan Political Agreement (LPA), 
noting the full control of militias on 
the capital city of Tripoli. Meanwhile, 
Al-Qatrani and Al-Majbari called on 
Eastern members of the House of 
Representatives (HoR), clergy, 
elders, tribal leaders, civil society 
organizations, and activists to hold a 
meeting in Benghazi on 02 Aug to 
discuss the LPA and the “rights of the 
province of Barqa”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEY INCIDENTS  
1. (22 Jul) Authorities arrest 

criminal gang of 6 
2. (24 Jul) Gunmen set fire to 

Civil Status Department 
3. (26 Jul) Al-Qatrani cancels 

Benghazi meeting  

Gunmen set fire to building 
Local reports suggest unidentified 
gunmen set fire to the Civil Status 
Department building in Benghazi’s 
Qawarsha area in the morning on 24 
Jul. According to reports, the building 
was completely burned down, though 
there were no reports of fatalities 
and/or casualties. The Department of 
Civil Status of the Benghazi branch 
condemned the incident and noted that 
the records and files of citizens were 
undamaged. Moreover, the head of the 
department reportedly sent a letter to 
Benghazi’s security director to conduct 
patrols in the evening and to install 
surveillance cameras to prevent any 
security breaches. Neither the identity 
of the assailant(s) nor the motive 
behind the incident are known, though 
recent reports suggest increased 
targeting of public institutions across 
the city.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
2 
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6. What’s next  
Uncertainty & opposition to referendum vote; growing pressure on GNA 
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POLITICAL FORECAST 
 

Political developments continue to unfold in Libya amid a 
volatile security situation, yet there remains some semblance of 
preparations to hold elections. This week, the Presidential 
Council (PC) issued an order dismissing the Minister of 
Defence, Mahdi Al-Barghathi, without disclosing the motive 
and/or announcing his substitute. There is a possibility Al-
Barghathi’s dismissal is a move by the GNA to clear its public 
image in preparation for the planned 10 Dec elections. 
Meanwhile, the Head of Libya’s constitution-drafting assembly 
(CDA), Noah Abdel-Sayed, resigned on 29 Jul. Abdel-Sayed’s 
resignation comes a day before the HoR vote on the 
constitution referendum scheduled in Tobruk, perceived by 
analysts as an important step in preparing the country for 
elections. Overall, it remains unclear whether or not voting will 
go ahead, despite assurances provided by HoR speaker Agila 
Saleh to the international community and following a visit from 
French Foreign Minister, Jean-Yves Le Drian. Recent reshuffles 
and resignations in the PC highlight a fragmentation within the 
Western power hub. Increased reshuffles and potential 
resignations may occur in the upcoming period as groups begin 
to feel sidelined ahead of scheduled elections. Beyond, Saif Al-
Islam Gaddafi’s most recent voice recording addressing the 
Tuareg tribe may stir up controversy.  
 
 

SECURITY FORECAST 
 
This week militia movements and local protests persisted 
across the capital city. Local grievances related to deteriorated 
living conditions, including lengthy power cuts, have spread to 
other Western cities including Al-Zawiya, Zintan, and Sorman. 
Protests against the existing authorities in the West will likely 
prove unfavorable to the GNA in the run-up to scheduled 
elections. Meanwhile, tensions will likely remain along the 
Coastal Road as the Al-Kani militia of Tarhuna continues to 
reassert its presence in the area, though the latest reports 
suggest they have withdrawn from the Garabouli area. 
Moreover, this week, the Islamic State (IS) carried out an 
attack on the Al-Aguila police station, resulting in human and 
physical losses. In response, the Libyan National Army (LNA) 
may increase its presence in the area, particularly in the Oil 
Crescent region, in light of reports of suspicious movements in 
the area and in an attempt to discredit concerns over its ability 
to secure the Oil Crescent area. In Libya’s South, an 
unidentified drone strike targeted a farmhouse in Awbari. 
Beyond in Libya’s East, though clashes in Derna have 
decreased in size and frequency, LNA forces will likely 
continue to fight remnants of the Derna Protection Force (DPF) 
in the city, whilst sporadic security incidents may persist amid 
tensions in Benghazi.  
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT OTHER EXPERTS SAY 
 
In an article for “The National”, the author(s), discuss how 
Europe is becoming increasingly aware of the severe 
consequences of the influx of migrants crossing Libya’s sea. 
“Observers feared at the time that the agreement was reached 
too hastily and that Libya would struggle to meet the condition 
of establishing a constitutional framework and electoral laws by 
September 16. Yet the meeting in Paris also represented a 
loosening of the Libyan gridlock. An election would obviously 
have to be conducted in conditions of stability and security, but 
Italy’s primary objective appears to be the acquisition of a 
military outpost in Libya; researchers were flown in to carry out 
feasibility studies for a potential base on the country’s border 
with Algeria. The chief obstacle to Rome’s ambitions is Gen 
Haftar; as the LNA, which is under his control, put it in the past, 
foreign bases would amount to “a flagrant violation of the rules 
of international law and a blatant attack on the Libyan state”. 
Gen Haftar’s firm opposition to Italy’s plans amplifies the public 
sentiment in favour of preserving Libya’s independence. An 
election in December that results in his victory would be an 
affirmation of Libyan sovereignty – something that may not be to 
everyone’s liking in Europe. But, after years of conflict, it is 
Libya and Libyans who should matter. Europe can do a great 
deal of good – if only it would focus on helping the Libyans.  
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

LIBYANS AND THE ARAB STREET 
 
In an article for “Al-Monitor”, the author, Mustafa Fetouri, 
highlights the rivalry and contrasted stances between Italy and 
France with regards to Libya holding elections. “But is Libya 
really suffering from lack of elections? At least France seems 
to believe this as a fact while it pursues its policy toward the 
country, partly because its rival, Italy, seems to believe 
otherwise. Notably, Italy was not invited to the May meeting 
hosted by France. Italy is the former colonial power in Libya 
(1911-1943) before the allies — including France — defeated 
it. That gave France dominance and control in Libya’s southern 
region, known as Fezzan. In a previous meeting hosted by 
Macron between the Government of National Accord Prime 
Minister Fayez al-Sarraj and Hifter on July 24, 2017, Rome 
was angry at what it interpreted as the increasing snubbing by 
the new French president. Italy has always taken the lead in 
the Libyan dossier, and almost all EU countries seem to accept 
that as a fact. Indeed, Italy’s historical ties to its former colony 
and its wide-ranging economic ties have always been the 
centerpiece in its policy toward its Mediterranean neighbors. 
Italians still prefer to see elections in Libya delayed, calling on 
foreign powers not to intervene in deciding when such 
elections should take place. Italian Foreign Minister Enzo 
Moavero Milanesi said July 11, “It is the Libyan people and 
their broader institutions who will decide when the country 
should hold elections.” said Fetouri.  
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Contact Whispering Bell at: +971-4-448-6690 or at ras@whisperingbell.com 
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