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This is an abridged version of the GardaWorld Weekly Libya .Xplored report. To subscribe to our full
report or to request a quote for security services in Libya please contact Nigel Lea, Regional Director,
Libya.
Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment as at the date of
the Report and are subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report have been formed in good faith
on the basis of the best information and intelligence available at the time of writing, but no representation or warranty, express or implied, is
made as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. GardaWorld accepts no liability arising out of or in connection with the comments
made or the information set out in this Report and the reader is advised that any decision taken to act or not to act in reliance on this Report
is taken solely at the reader’s own risk. In particular, the comments in this Report should not be construed as advice, legal or otherwise.
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OUTLOOK
Short term outlook







The threat in Benghazi is assessed to have increased following the detonation of two VBIEDs on January 23
and the subsequent revenge executions by Major Mahmoud al-Warfali of the LNA Special Forces on
January 24. An arrest warrant issued against Warfali could also result in internal tensions within the LNA.
Tensions remain in Tajura / Suq al-Juma. Groups opposing RDF are consolidating under a new unified
Tajura Battalion. The area remains calm at present, but the underlying issues remain unresolved with
negotiations continuing and there remains the potential for further clashes.
Tensions are building in Zawiyah, and there is a heightened risk of clashes among militia groupings as
pressure from Jweli, who has now moved into Surman, mounts in the city.
IS has mounted two attempted VBIED attacks in Tripolitania, including one in Tripoli. Both attempts failed;
however, they may indicate a change in strategy by the terrorist group. Both devices were to be remotely
detonated and targeted against security forces.

Medium to long term outlook




As political talks fail to find any meaningful agreements, the concept of fresh elections has begun to gain
traction amongst the political establishment. Deep divisions remain amongst the various factions, and an
election blueprint has yet to be agreed. A number of those supporting the idea do not necessarily support
the notion of a democratic establishment but are looking to exploit elections in a bid to gain power. The
general population also remain skeptical of the political process and remain unclear what they would be
voting for, highlighting the lack of structure and agreements currently around the process. The elections will
trigger further posturing and maneuvering from various factions.
IS continues to become bolder, mounting hit and run attacks against security forces and critical national
infrastructure. They are also conducting criminal activity to raise funds and to help supply the group. The
terrorist organization is believed to be trying to rebuild its capability in Libya and manpower is reported to be
heading to the south of the country. IS will continue to benefit from the lack of political and security unity in
Libya and may look to establish a fresh alliance with other extremist groups like al-Qaeda.

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
Governance










The Libyan Foreign Minister Mohammed Sayala has stated that the Libyan elections will take place in the
fourth quarter of 2018. Previous reports had suggested they were to be held before the end of September.
The PC held a series of meetings with various political factions to consult them on the cabinet reshuffle and
the expansion of the government this week. The PC also held a meeting to discuss the security situation in
general including measures to secure the capital.
A vote in the Italian parliament over their military presence in Libya has caused controversy. The Italian
embassy was forced to deny that the vote had been centered on increasing their military presence. Despite
the denials, various factions have exploited the issue to pressure Rome.
Mayors of 109 municipalities have threatened to declare civil disobedience and form a national government if
“political division continues.” In a final statement from the first forum of municipalities held this week in
Shahat, the mayors stated that the UN Envoy must speed up the ending of the political deadlock and that the
HCS and HoR must end the current political division and form a unity government.
The German Embassy has stated its intent to reopen its embassy in Tripoli and will provide support to the
upcoming elections.
Black market currency traders were offering as little as 4.5 dinars to the dollar this week compared to around
nine at the beginning of the year.

Security


A coordinated VBIED attack took place in Benghazi killing nearly 40 people and wounding a further 80 on
January 23. The attacks have yet to be claimed by any group. The following day, Special Forces
commander Mahmoud al-Warfali publically executed ten prisoners accused of terrorism at the site of the
attacks.
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On January 24, MSCD announced that they had dismantled an LNA sleeper cell which was planning attacks
inside the city. The following day, they executed three men.
Ghanaian security forces announced on January 15 that they had arrested three men in possession of seven
HGs and other explosives with the intention of carrying out a terrorist type attack in Ghana. All three men
are returnees from Libya, with one reported to have links to IS.
Negotiations are having some success at a local level in Tajura and Suq al-Juma following the clashes at
Matiga Airport on January 15, however, the militias involved remain deeply opposed to each other both
politically and religiously. Opposition to RDF and the GNA is consolidating under a new ‘unified Tajura
Battalion.’ The battalion is to include LIFG supporters from Zuwara, Ajaylat, Zawiyah, Gharyan, Tajura,
Msallata, Zliten, and Misrata.
The LNA has carried out another airstrike against a JEM convoy in Kufra. The airstrike was part of
Operation Desert Fury which is primarily aimed at JEM but is also to be extended to include the targeting of
robbers and human traffickers.
On January 20, the Zuwara Security Directorate visited various locations in Abu Kammash to arrest
smugglers. They have also targeted the sale of fuel in unauthorized locations and have stated they will
arrest anyone connected to the trade, including Tunisians.
The minister of education’s convoy was shot at in Bani Waled during the morning of January 24. There were
no casualties, and the minister blamed a small number of youths in the area. He was quick to state that the
attack did not represent the city and that he would wait on the outskirts until the end of the day to allow
security and social groups to “contain the issue.” He later moved to Tarhunah to finish his meetings.

Migration Crisis





The Libyan Navy rescued 250 migrants from rubber dinghies north of Mellita and north of Zuwara at the start
of the week. The Navy described the boats as ‘worn out.’
A video, allegedly showing migrants being tortured in Libya has gone ‘viral.’ Migrants were shown been
whipped while their captors demanded 120,000 Sudanese pounds, the equivalent of USD 17,000. Migrants
were forced to ring home and ask their families to send money for their release.
Following the release of the video, security forces in Sirte, supported by RDF in Tripoli, arrested four men on
suspicion of torturing migrants on video in an effort to extort money from their families in Sudan.

Travel









Matiga Airport in Tripoli partially reopened on January 21 however normal operations have yet to resume
fully. Discussions have been held regarding the possibility of opening Tripoli International Airport temporarily
to help increase capacity.
Vice President of the GNA Ahmed Mateig has met with the Vice Prime Minister of Turkey to discuss the
return of Turkish airliners to Libya. Turkish Airlines suspended their flights in January 2015 due to the “lack
of security at Libyan airports.” The meeting comes days after nine aircraft were damaged during fighting at
Matiga airport in Tripoli.
At the start of the week, the head of the fuel crisis committee in Tripoli said that the lack of tankers arriving in
Zawiyah, Tripoli, and Misrata, as well as the fuel driver’s strike, had contributed to the fuel shortage in the
west. He admitted that the supplies being delivered to filling stations were not enough. Later in the week,
the oil tanker, Anwar al-Khaleej, docked at Tripoli port with 34 million liters of fuel which seemed to have a
positive effect in the capital.
The first flight into Tamanhint airport after its re-opening arrived on January 24 from Benina Airport in
Benghazi.
Staff at Misrata Port have gone on an open-ended strike over “financial and administrative corruption” in the
management of the port authority.

Oil and Gas



The NOC has set its crude allocations for 2018 and the contract was signed the week starting January 22.
As-Sarah oilfield has reopened following a blockade which began in November 2017. Two wells began
pumping on January 21 with production expected to reach 55,000bpd by January 22. The blockade has cost
the country $281million, according to the NOC. Mustafa Sanalla, head of the NOC, has stated that it was a
“humiliating setback for the parallel NOC which seeks to gain control over the production and sale of Libyan
oil.” Just days later, the Jikharra municipal council claimed that if a number of demands were not met by
March, they would close the field again.
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Operations have resumed at the Zueitina gas plant. The plant will receive 8,000 bpd from Abu Attifel. The
plant used to receive nearly 28,000bpd prior to its closure in July 2013.
A “black cloud” which had affected Ajdabiya, was reported to have cleared by the end of the week after the
source of the emission was stopped on January 21.

KEY DATES
Date

Occasion

Comment

February 17

Libyan Revolution Day

Public Holiday

March 19-21

International Conference and Exhibition for rebuilding Benghazi city

May 01

May Day

Public Holiday

June 26 – 28

Eid al-Fitr

Public Holiday

September 01

Day of Arafah

Public Holiday

September 02 – 04

Eid al-Adha

Public Holiday

THREAT MATRIX
Region

Political

Terrorism

Militancy

Crime

K&R

Tripolitania

High-Extreme

High-Extreme

High-Extreme

High

High

Cyrenaica

Moderate

High-Extreme

Moderate

High

High

High

High-Extreme

High

High

High-Extreme

Fezzan
Threat Scale

Minimal

Low

Moderate

High

Extreme

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS
Governance
On January 17, the Italian Parliament ratified a proposal, tabled by Prime Minister Paolo Gentiloni and approved
by the Council of Ministers in December 2017, to deploy a number of Italian armed forces on separate missions
across North Africa. The planned deployment includes a 470 strong contribution to a US and French Mission in
Niger, 60 to the NATO mission in Tunisia and an estimated extra 30 personnel to join the 370 strong Italian
contingent in Libya.
The HoR National Defense and Security Committee immediately responded with statement (issued on January
18) condemning the decision to send more troops to Libya as a clear violation of the country’s sovereignty. The
following day, the GNA Foreign Ministry requested an official clarification from the Italian Embassy regarding the
exact nature, size, disposition and mission of any new forces that may be sent to Libya.
The Italian embassy immediately denied accusations of adventurism and neo-colonialism, tweeting on January
18 “more inaccurate information circulated in the news media regarding the vote of the Italian parliament
yesterday. In fact, nothing has changed on the ground. Cooperation between Italy and Libya remains based on
friendship and full respect for Libyan sovereignty.”
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Security
At approximately 2015hrs on January 23, a VBIED detonated outside the Bayaat al-Radwan Mosque in Salmani,
Benghazi. Three people were killed and six wounded as they left the mosque after evening prayers. As crowds
gathered and first responders arrived on the scene, a secondary device on the opposite side of the road
detonated approximately 18 minutes later, inflicting far higher casualties. At least three high ranking LNA
commanders were killed or injured in the attacks. Ahmed Fitouri, an LNA commander within the investigations
department, was killed while the head of the counter-espionage department of the Libyan Intelligence Service,
Brigadier General Mahdi al-Falah, was wounded.
The day following the attacks, Special Forces Commander, Major Mahmoud al-Warfali, lined up ten prisoners,
knelt them down, and publicly shot them outside the Bayaat al-Radwan Mosque in front of a jubilant crowd and
cameras. The prisoners, from Gernada prison, were all accused of terrorism and are believed to have been
arrested at various times during the Battle for Benghazi.

WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT
Tripolitania
Significant activity
 Armed Clashes - Jan 19, Misrata Province, Dafiniyah: Fighting broke out near Dafiniyah. Traffic was held at
a nearby checkpoint by militia who were involved in the clashes further down the road.
 Shooting - Jan 19, Az Zawiyah Province, Harsha: Following the arrest of two gang members for murder, the
rest of the gang moved to al-Harsha and began randomly shooting at civilians.
 Armed Attack - Jan 19, Az Zawiyah Province, Sabratah: The Anti-IS Operations Room carried out an armed
raid against the home of Issam al-Ghoul, believed to be the commander of Ghoul Militia. The militia was
heavily involved in human trafficking along with Anas Dabbashi militia prior to the takeover of the town by the
AISOR.
 Demonstration - Jan 19, Tripoli Province, Tajura: The “people of Tajura” have demanded the PC release
people from their area and that all those who are wounded should be handed over to their families for
treatment during a demonstration in the central square. The demands come as tensions persist in the
Tajura area following clashes on January 15.
 Security Announcement - Jan 20, Sirte Province, Sirte: Security forces in Sirte have spent three days
searching for IS in the valleys to the south of the city. The operation is intelligence-led and IS fighters are
reported to be moving carefully in a bid to avoid airstrikes.
 Arrest - Jan 20, Nuqat Al-Khams Province, Abu Kammash: The Zuwara Security Directorate carried out a
security operation to arrest smugglers. They also targeted the sale of fuel in unauthorized locations and
stated they will arrest anyone connected to the trade including Tunisians.
 Prisoner Release - Jan 21, Tripoli Province, Tajura: RDF released six militia members arrested during and
after clashes on January 15 following further mediation.
 IED Find - Jan 21, Sirte Province, Sirte: Security forces in Sirte found four IEDs hidden in three separate
areas in the city. The IEDs are likely remnants from when IS held the city.
 Armed Attack - Jan 21, Az Zawiyah Province, Zawiyah Power Plant: Armed men have entered the power
station and forced engineers to switch off electricity to the Motrid area (west of Zawiyah). The men claim
forces from Motrid have kidnapped/ arrested a relative of theirs and they will not switch the electric back on
until the person is released.
 Demonstration - Jan 21 22:40, Tripoli Province, Ain Salah: Local residents demonstrated against the
Counter-Narcotics force of the Abu Saleem Central Security) led by Abdul Hamid (aka al-Mudghoot) in Ain
Salah. Residents alleged that the militia has been harassing people, setting up unnecessary checkpoints,
checking people's mobile phones, robbing them and insulting them. Roads in the area were blocked by
residents with burning tires and rubbish bins. Hamid removed his checkpoints in the area on January 22,
and the situation calmed.
 Shooting - Jan 22, Al-Jabal Al-Gharbi Province, Rabta: Two fuel trucks exploded after being shot at. The
vehicles were suspected of being involved in fuel smuggling and belonged to Bashir Shayoub, an associate
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of Nasr Company who was involved in the kidnapping of a female student from the university in Zawiyah on
January 18.
Arrest - Jan 22, Nuqat Al-Khams Province, Zuwara: The Zuwara Security Directorate has detained 186
migrants after a tip-off. The migrants were waiting to be smuggled to Europe.
Arrest - Jan 23, Sirte Province, Qadahiya: Security forces arrested four people accused of torturing and
kidnapping illegal immigrants and migrant workers. The men were named as Sid Mohamed Masood, Abdul
Salam, Mohammad Hussein el-Fassi and Ashraf Ibrahim Ahmed Ali. Eight people from Sudan who had
been held by the gang, were released.
Shooting - Jan 24, Misrata Province, Bani Waled: The minister of education's (GNA) convoy came under fire
in Bani Waled.
Airstrike - Jan 24, Sirte Province, Sirte: The US reportedly carried out an airstrike using a drone against two
IS vehicles south of Sirte.
Demonstration - Jan 24, Misrata Province, Misrata: Staff at Misrata port started an open-ended strike in
protest against widespread “financial and administrative corruption” in the management of the port authority.
The striking workers had claimed that on a number of occasions narcotics, cash and other items have been
seized, only to be released when the cases were referred to the administration. The strikers demand that
those they accuse of corruption be investigated and efficient management appointed.
Demonstration - Jan 24, Az Zawiyah Province, Sabratah: The Italian ambassador Giuseppe Perrone was
forced to cancel a visit after a protest at the western entrance to the city by a movement supporting the army
and police. The protest was over the alleged vote by Italy to increase troop numbers in Libya.
Shooting - Jan 25, Sirte Province, Sirte: Sheikh Abdul Hamid Bin Rajab, a commander of 604 battalion, was
shot at while in his B6 vehicle. There were no casualties.

Cyrenaica
Significant activity
 Arrest - Jan 19, Benghazi Province, Benghazi: The Criminal Investigations Department arrested eight
people on suspicion of murdering Lt Col Mehjdi al-Majbari in November 2017. Majbari was a personal guard
for Haftar and commander of LNA forces in Jalu.
 Crime - Jan 19, Benghazi Province, Benghazi: The LNA stated that armed men tried to steal a car belonging
to Colonel Emad al-Din Bin Fayed, commander of the Protection and Interventional Force of the Central
Support Agency, from outside of his home in Salam. Anti-LNA sources have reported that it was an
assassination attempt with gunmen spraying the outside of his home with bullets.
 Armed Clashes - Jan 20, Kufra Province, Kufra: The LNA and JEM clashed in Kufra.
 Murder/ Execution - Jan 20, Benghazi Province, Hawary: A body was found showing signs of torture and
two gunshot wounds.
 IDF - Jan 21, Derna Province, Derna: Multiple IDF attacks were launched against MSCD at the Sports City,
western Derna. No casualties were reported.
 Airstrike - Jan 21, Kufra Province, Kufra: The LNA carried out an airstrike against a JEM convoy of 15
vehicles stating they inflicted heavy losses. The airstrike was part of Operation Desert Fury which is
primarily aimed at JEM but is also to be extended to include the targeting of robbers and human traffickers.
 IDF - Jan 22, Derna Province, Derna: MSCD has launched IDF attacks against LNA positions in Kassarat to
the east of Derna. MSCD claim that the LNA has withdrawn from positions in Kassarat as a result of the
IDF.
 IDF - Jan 22, Derna Province, Derna: 321 Battalion (LNA) launched artillery strikes against MSCD positions
in Khadija and Wadi Naqa. No casualties were reported.
 Airstrike - Jan 22, Kufra Province, Kufra: The LNA carried out an airstrike against a JEM convoy, destroying
18 vehicles out of 25.
 Shooting - Jan 22, Benghazi Province, Benghazi: A shooting took place inside the Benghazi Medical
Centre. A doctor was wounded as a result.
 IED - Jan 22, Benghazi Province, Benghazi: An IED detonated inside a car in al-Salam near the Omar Ibn
al-Khattab mosque.
 Murder/ Execution - Jan 22, Benghazi Province, Hawary: Three bodies were found showing signs of torture
and gunshot wounds.
Proprietary © GardaWorld

[9]

Weekly Libya .Xplored Preview
January 26, 2018









VBIED - Jan 23 20:00, Benghazi Province, Salmani: Two VBIEDs detonated as people were leaving Isha
prayers at the nearby Bayaat al-Radwan Mosque.
Shooting - Jan 23, Benghazi Province, Salmani: A disagreement between a patient and a hospital worker
escalated into shots been fired inside al-Jala Hospital. Some minor injuries were sustained in the panic, but
no one was shot.
IED - Jan 24, Benghazi Province, Benghazi: An IED was thrown into the yard of the Sadiq al-Balah school in
Humaidh. There were no casualties, and the perpetrator was arrested.
Arrest - Jan 24, Derna Province, Derna: The MSCD has stated that they have dismantled an LNA cell inside
Derna which was planning on launching attacks in the city. They also seized two RCIEDs made of 400g
TNT and a motion sensor IED made from a PRB M3 anti-tank mine, a rifle, magazines, and ammunition.
Murder/ Execution - Jan 24, Benghazi Province, Salmani: Major Mahmoud al-Warfali of the LNA Special
Forces has publically executed ten prisoners at the site of the twin VBIED attacks in Benghazi.
Murder/ Execution - Jan 25, Derna Province, Derna: The MSCD has executed three people accused of
being members of the LNA.

Fezzan
Significant activity
 Shooting - Jan 19, Sabha Province, Sabha: Shots were heard near the Mountain Hotel in Sabha.
 Crime - Jan 20, Sabha Province, Sabha: Several vehicles were carjacked in Abyiher, Sabha. The
perpetrators then fled towards Obari. Some reports have suggested that the attacks were perpetrated by
JEM.
 Armed Clashes - Jan 22, Sabha Province, Mansheya: Clashes erupted over a fuel tanker which was being
smuggled. Fighting involved light and heavy weaponry.
 Shooting - Jan 23, Sabha Province, Sabha: Heavy SAF was reported late in the evening in Sabha.
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ACRONYM LIST
AIOR – Anti-IS Operations Room (Sabratah)
AQ - Al-Qaeda
BAM – Al-Bunyan Al-Marsous (Misrata aligned)
BDB – Benghazi Defense Brigade / Saraya Defend Benghazi (SDB) (Al-Qaeda-aligned – AAS and RSCB
associated/umbrella group)
CNI – Critical National Infrastructure
GATMJB - Operations Room for the Liberation of the City Ajdabiya and Support for Benghazi Rebels
GECOL – General Electricity Company of Libya
GMMR – Great Man-made River
GNA – Government of National Accord (UN-backed)
GNC – General National Congress
HCN - Host Country National
HoR – House of Representatives (Tobruk based)
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons
IED - Improvised Explosive Device
IOC - International Oil Company
IS - Islamic State
LIFG – Libyan Islamic Fighting Group
LNA – Libyan National Army
LPA – Libyan Political Agreement
LROR - Libyan Revolutionary Operations Room
MoD - Ministry of Defense
MoF - Ministry of Finance
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education
MoI - Ministry of Interior
MoJ - Ministry of Justice
MoO - Ministry of Oil
MoT - Ministry of Transportation
MSCD – Mujahideen Shura Council of Derna (AQ aligned)
NFDK - No Further Details Known
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity)
NOC – National Oil Company
NSG – National Salvation Government (GNC)
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger
PC – Presidency Council (GNA)
PG – Presidential Guard
PFG- Petroleum Facilities Guard
PSC - Private Security Company
PSD - Private Security Detail
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade
RSCB - Revolutionary Shura Council of Benghazi
RTA - Road Traffic Accident
SDB – Saraya Defend Benghazi / Benghazi Defense Brigade (BDB) (Al-Qaeda-aligned – AAS and RSCB
associated/umbrella group)
TCN - Third Country National
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel
and our clients in their decision-making.
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily,
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for,
manage, and respond to risks.
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional
representative libya.RAM@garda.com
For more information on how our services can support your business in Libya contact:
Nigel Lea
Regional Director, Libya:
nigel.lea@garda.com
M: +44 (0)7880 382865

GARDAWORLD
A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions.
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives,
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their
business.
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com
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