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This is an abridged version of the GardaWorld Weekly Libya .Xplored report.  To subscribe to our full 
report or to request a quote for security services in Libya please contact Nigel Lea, Regional Director, 
Libya. 
 

Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment as at the date of 

the Report and are subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report have been formed in good faith 

on the basis of the best information and intelligence available at the time of writing, but no representation or warranty, express or implied, is 

made as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. GardaWorld accepts no liability arising out of or in connection with the comments 

made or the information set out in this Report and the reader is advised that any decision taken to act or not to act in reliance on this Report 

is taken solely at the reader’s own risk. In particular, the comments in this Report should not be construed as advice, legal or otherwise.  
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OUTLOOK 

Short term outlook 
 
 Threat levels in Zawiyah and on the Coastal Highway remain high as various forces look to gain control of 

the city.  National factions are converging on the city which the LNA state is the key to taking control of 
Tripoli.  Tensions will continue to result in clashes, especially around the refinery area, as the situation 
evolves.   

 Security force operations are expected in the Sirte, Jufra and Wahat provinces as Libya tries to combat a 
resurgent IS in the area.   

 Tensions are high in Misrata following the assassination of the city’s Mayor. 

Medium to long term outlook  
 
 Following announcements by the leader of the LNA, Khalifa Haftar that the LPA has expired and the GNA 

illegal there approaches a period of uncertainty in the security and political landscape.  Tensions are high 
and groups supportive of Haftar may attempt to push their agenda with more aggressive posturing.  Military 
operations on some scale cannot be ruled out. 

 Although the influence wielded by the GNC has reduced over the last six months as militia groups aligned to 
them have lost ground, other political factions are emerging including the Green Movement and the 
Monarchists, which could complicate the political situation further.  Despite its waning influence, the GNC still 
retains a support base, some of which is armed and could still prove a threat. 

 IS continues to become bolder, mounting temporary checkpoints, taking over village mosques and launching 
attacks against security forces.  The terrorist organization is reported to be regrouping and may well be 
receiving manpower into the south of Libya from Iraq and Syria as the ‘caliphate’ disintegrates.  IS will 
continue to benefit from the lack of political and security unity in Libya with the possibility that they are 
establishing a fresh alliance with other extremist groups like al-Qaeda. 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Governance 
 The French Foreign Minister has visited Fayez Sarraj and Khalifa Haftar, likely in an attempt to reinforce 

agreements made between the two leaders in Paris last July. 

 Italian Foreign Minister, Angelino Alfano, visited Tripoli on December 23 and held meetings with the PC 
Deputy, Ahmed Maetig and head of the PC, Fayez Sarraj.  Discussions focused on illegal migrations issues 
and also touched on Italy’s support for 2018 elections.   

 Haftar has allegedly called for the High National Electoral Commission (HNEC) to be moved from Tripoli to 
another location. 

 Media reports claim that UNSMIL is negotiating a deal between the HoR and HCS which could see the 
recently HoR appointed CBL governor, Mohamed Shukri, accepted in Tripoli and internationally.  UNSMIL 
suggest that with further consultations with the HCS, the appointment could be accepted, thereby fulfilling 
the terms of Article 15 of the LPA. 

 An international news agency has stated that elections are likely to occur in Libya no later than September 
30, 2018, apparently quoting the head of the  HNEC. 

 The Egyptian House of Representatives has denounced Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar’s statement that the 
LPA has expired. 

 The UN’s SRSG has suggested that the national conference, which forms part of the LPA action plan, might 
be delayed. 

 The head of HNEC has described current voter registration levels as low. 

 The government of the Philippines has rejected a request from the Libyan ambassador to the Philippines, to 
lift a ban on Filipinos working in Libya.  Officials said that the request was denied for safety and security 
reasons, as well as difficulties for people to send their earnings back to the Philippines. 

 The head of the PC has announced that Tawerghan IDPs will return to Tawergha in February. 
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 A joint committee meeting was held in Tunis after a year’s delay on December 27.  During the meeting, the 
GNA’s Deputy Foreign Minister called on Tunisia to reopen its consulate in Tripoli. 

 A Deputy Prime Minister of the PC, Fatehi Mujberi, has returned to work after boycotting the council since 
September. 

 The LNA spokesman has said that the LNA welcomes elections and will provide security for polling stations. 

Security 
 The LNA has announced another victory in Benghazi, this time in Sidi Akribesh.  A group of RSCB fighters 

escaped from the location during an offensive on December 28.  Although most of this group were 
surrounded outside Benghazi, it is possible that further clashes will reignite in Benghazi. 

 Large petrol queues were reported in Tripoli this week.  Reports of possible strikes by petrol truck drivers led 
to panic buying and some shortages in the city.  These queues have often led to tensions that have quickly 
escalated in to violence. 

 Clashes are becoming increasingly likely in Zawiyah after the leader of the Khadrawy militia announced that 
“war is the only solution” with the opposing Ahneish militia. 

 The Anti-IS Operations Room (AIOR) in Sabratah claims that it has deployed a tank platoon to the edge of 
the city to oppose any forces that might approach the city.  However it has offered to allow the return of 
militias if they first disarm. 

 Delegates from southern tribes met in Tunisia over the weekend to discuss a joint peace charter.  The forum 
appears to have been successful although the long term impact on stability in the south remains to be seen. 

 Clashes have occurred near the Coastal Highway between Tripoli and Zawiyah.  Tensions remain high in 
this area and within Zawiyah. 

 On December 26, an explosion destroyed a part of the crude oil pipeline near Maradah, running to As Sidra.  
The incident resulted in increased oil prices and a drop in Libyan oil production between 70,000-100,000 
bpd.  Please see the Gardaworld Libya .Xplored Post Incident Report dated December 27, 2017 for details. 

 An elder from the Awagir tribe has given the LNA 72hrs to release the Deputy Interior Minister, Faraj Egaim.  
The deadline has already passed at time of reporting with no further action taken. 

 Two Belarusian medical workers have been released from house arrest in Zintan after the Russian Foreign 
Ministry interceded.  An armed group in the area had taken their passports in an attempt to force them to 
continue working in a medical center. 

 The chief of the Russian General Staff, Army Gen. Valery Gerasimov, spoke to a Russian news outlet on 
December 27, stating that IS militants, facing defeat in Syria, are escaping to other countries.  He said that 
the majority of them are travelling to Libya, or to southwestern Asian countries. 

Travel 
 Tobruk port was given permission to reopen for international vessels on December 21. 

 Ports of Brega, Zuetina and Sidra reopened on December 25, after a four day closure due to inclement 
weather. 

 Tunisia has suspended all Emirates flights to and from Tunis.  The suspension is in response to a temporary 
ruling by Emirates Airlines to ban any Tunisian females from boarding its flights last week.  The ban was 
allegedly due to intelligence received of a possible threat from a female Tunisian. 

Threat Warnings 
 Dec 27, Tripoli Province, Dahra:  Local unconfirmed reporting claims that there is an increased threat of 

attack against the Italian Embassy.  The report alleges that this is in response to the Italian Embassy 
ceasing to issue visas to Libyan nationals over the last four weeks. 

 Dec 27, Tripoli Province, Castleverde:  Unconfirmed reports claim that an IS cell is currently located in this 
area. 

 Dec 24, Libya: Unconfirmed reports state that pro-Gaddafi supporters plan to attack banks in Tripoli, 
Benghazi, Misrata and Zawiyah.   

 Dec 23, Tripoli Province, Tripoli:  An IED attack is expected against an unspecified Ministry of Interior site in 
or near Suq Al-Juma, Tripoli within the next seven days.   

 Dec 23, Az Zawiyah Province, Zawiyah:  The leader of the Khadrawi militia has said that war is now the only 
solution for opposition with the Ahneish. 
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 Dec 22, Az Zawiyah Province, Sabratah:  The AIOR claims to have deployed a tank platoon to the outskirts 
of Sabratah to face any opposing forces. 

 

KEY DATES 
 

Date Occasion Comment 

February 17 Libyan Revolution Day Public Holiday 

May 01 May Day Public Holiday 

June 26 – 28 Eid al-Fitr Public Holiday 

September 01 Day of Arafah Public Holiday 

September 02 – 04 Eid al-Adha Public Holiday 

 

THREAT MATRIX 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

Tripolitania High-Extreme High-Extreme High-Extreme High High 

Cyrenaica Moderate High-Extreme Moderate High High 

Fezzan High High-Extreme High High High 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

 

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 

Governance 
 
Indications of possible election date 
Possible election dates continue to be discussed in the media this week and the head of HNEC, Emad al-Sayeh, 
has allegedly said that presidential and parliamentary elections must be held before September 30. The target is 
an optimistic one and, whilst HNEC might be able to do their part to achieve this date, it seems less likely that 
the various elements of the Libyan government will be ready.   
 
Haftar approves of elections 
Haftar’s focus now appears to be aimed at the High National Elections Commission (HNEC) based in Tripoli.  
Sources close to Haftar allegedly claim that he has said that elections cannot occur “as long as the headquarters 
of HNEC is in Tripoli”.  Haftar claimed that armed militias control the capital and that these could use that power 
to influence elections if the HNEC is based there.  Haftar also previously alleged that the leadership of the 
committee is compromised by the presence of people with a strong political Islamist leaning and has demanded 
a change.   
 
Tawergha IDPs to return to Tawergha in February 2018 

The head the PC, Fayez Sarraj has announced that Tawergha IDPs will be allowed to return to their homes in 

Tawergha in February 2018.  The announcement follows two fires and a flood which destroyed shelters at the 

IDP camp and made already difficult conditions worse.  The incidents led to angry protests in Tripoli, with a 

group scaling compound walls at the Prime Minister’s office in one instance.  Attempts to return the IDPs home 

have previously failed.  In September 2017, a trial return ended after Misratan militia fired upon Tawerghan IDPs 

as they approached the town.   
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Security  
 
Attack on oil pipeline 

On December 26, an as yet unidentified group conducted an attack against the Zaqut-Sidra crude oil pipeline, 

operated by the Al-Waha Oil Company, which travels between the southern/central oil fields and As Sidra port.  

The incident occurred approx. 30km North West of Maradah.  Reports indicate that the pipeline was targeted 

with IEDs, destroying a section of pipe and causing a large fire.  Response to the incident appears to have been 

fairly quick with LNA troops allegedly pursuing the perpetrators into the desert, and incident response teams 

isolating the pipeline and tackling the fire.   
 
Belarusian medical staff released 
The release of two Belarusian medical workers from Zintan this week has illustrated a threat not often 
acknowledged in Libya, but which likely occurs with some frequency.  Trauma surgeon Sergei Zdota and surgical 
nurse Inna Barbush had worked in a private medical center in Zintan since 2010.  As the threat evolved in Libya 
and financial issues led to non-payment of their wages, the couple had hoped to return to Belarus in October this 
year.  However an armed group in Zintan, perhaps conscious of the lack of medical facilities in the area, placed 
the couple under house arrest and seized their passports in an attempt to force them to extend their contracts at 
the medical center.  After managing to secretly contact the Belarus Foreign Ministry, international interventions 
finally led to their release and repatriation this week.  Although they do not appear to have been hurt during their 
ordeal the incident does demonstrate the lack of law and order in most areas of Libya, and the power that local 
militia wield.   
 

WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT 

Tripolitania  
 
Significant activity 
 Demonstration - Dec 21, Tripoli Province, Tripoli:  Residents of the Tawergha IDP camp in Tripoli staged a 

demonstration in Tripoli over living conditions in the IDP camp.  Some members of the group attempted to 
scale the PC’s compound walls. 

 SAF - Dec 21, Az Zawiyah Province, Zawiyah:  Celebratory fire occurred following a graduation from a 
medical college.  A young boy was hit by a stray round and killed. 

 Armed Clashes - Dec 22, 02:00, Az Zawiyah Province, Zawiyah:  SAF and RPG detonations were reported 
close to the Zawiyah power plant for approximately 90 minutes. 

 Demonstration - Dec 22, 23, Az Zawiyah Province, Sabratah:  Local residents protested in Sabratah, 
demanding to be allowed to return to their homes. 

 Flooding - Dec 23, Tripoli Province, Tajura:  Despite improvements in the weather, flooding continues to 
cause damage to areas of the country.  In Tajura the local mayor has declared a 'disaster' area. 

 Demonstration - Dec 23, Az Zawiyah Province, Sabratah:  Civilians protested demanding a return to the city. 

 Accident - Dec 23, Tripoli Province, Tripoli:  Four shelters were destroyed by fire at the Tawergha IDP Sidi 
Sayah Camp in Tripoli. No casualties were reported.   

 Armed Clashes - Dec 24, 03:00, Az Zawiyah Province, Zawiyah:  Clashes occurred south of the Coastal 
Highway, for approx. two hours. 

 SAF - Dec 24, evening, Al-Murqub Province, Khoms:  Armed men shot at the home of a local activist and 
blogger, Hani Abu Zaqiyah causing damage to his home and car.  Zaqiyah blamed the Muslim Brotherhood, 
LIFG and Khoms Military Council for the incident.  COMMENT:  'Zaqiyah was responsible for organizing a 
protest on December 15, in support of the LNA.'  COMMENT ENDS. 

 Murder/ Execution - Dec 24, Tripoli Province, Abu Saleem:  The body of a man allegedly kidnapped by militia 
in Abu Saleem recently, was found near Abu Salim hospital.  The man appeared to have been tortured 
before being shot and killed. 

 Accident - Dec 25, Tripoli Province, Tripoli:  A house fire in Tripoli killed three young girls.  A mother and 
baby were rescued but received burns. 

 Military Operation - Dec 25, Az Zawiyah Province, Maya:  An armed group from the Warshefana area 
deployed to the Al-Maya area and are preparing offensive operations.  The group allegedly belongs to the 
Buhmayra Juwayda. 
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 Shooting - Dec 26, morning, Sirte Province, Sirte:  A man was shot and killed in the 700 area of Sirte. 

 Demonstration - Dec 26, Tripoli Province, Tripoli:  A protest was reported outside the PC office involving 
around 200 people.     

 Armed Clashes - Dec 26, Al-Aziziyah Province, Zahra / Warshefana:  Clashes occurred in the Zahra area 
between 301 'Halbous' Bde and 55 Bn from Warshefana.  Three people were killed. 

 Prisoner Release - Dec 26, Al-Jabal Al-Gharbi Province, Zintan:  Russian officials negotiated the release of 
two Belarusian doctors, held in Zintan since October 17.  The couple were held after their contract expired 
and they planned to return to Belarus. 

 Kidnap - Dec 27, Nalut Province, Tandamirah:  An armed group abducted an Imam and civilians from a 
mosque.   

Cyrenaica 
 
Significant activity 
 Airstrike - Dec 18, Benghazi Province, Sidi Akribesh:  LNA airstrikes were launched against RSCB positions 

in Benghazi.   

 IDF - Dec 18, Derna Province, Hillah:  MSCD claim that a heavy artillery attack targeting an LNA CP resulted 
in several LNA casualties. 

 Airstrike - Dec 19, Benghazi Province, Sidi Akribesh:  LNA airstrikes were launched against RSCB positions 
in Benghazi.   

 Armed Clashes - Dec 21, Benghazi Province, Sidi Akribesh:  Two LNA soldiers have been killed and three 
injured during clashes in Sidi Akribesh with RSCB fighters.   

 Mine Strike - Dec 21, Benghazi Province, Sidi Akribesh:  An LNA Special Forces soldier was killed when a 
land mine detonated close to the Municipal Hotel.  A spokesman confirmed that LNA operations continue 
around the area. 

 Assault - Dec 22, Benghazi Province, Benghazi:  Social media users have accused LNA forces of attacking 
a singer in Benghazi.  Waseem Adel allegedly had his pelvis broken in the incident.  A video has been 
circulated allegedly showing parts of the incident. 

 Accident - Dec 23, Al-Wahat Province, Zelten Oil Field:  Three oil workers died after inhaling hydrogen 
sulphide gas during maintenance work.  Two of the men were from Sudan, the third was Libyan. 

 Assault - Dec 23, Benghazi Province, Benghazi:  The medical colleges’ complex of Benghazi University has 
been closed after an armed group assaulted university guards. 

 Demonstration - Dec 24, Al-Jabal Al-Akhdar Province, Shahat:  A pro-Haftar demonstration occurred in 
Shahat.   

 Murder/ Execution - Dec 25, Benghazi Province, Talhiya:  Three bodies were found in Talhiya district.  The 
bodies had been handcuffed, exhibited signs of torture and had been shot. 

 Mine Strike - Dec 26, Benghazi Province, Suq Al-Hout:  Mohamed Salim al-Toumi was killed by a mine 
explosion during maintenance work in Benghazi. 

 IED - Dec 26, Al-Wahat Province, Maradah:  As yet unknown attackers used IEDs to sabotage the Zaqut-
Sidra oil pipeline.  Oil production is expected to drop by 70,000-100,000 until the pipeline can be repaired, in 
approx. one week. 

 Airstrike - Dec 26, Benghazi Province, Sidi Akribesh:  An airstrike targeted RSCB militants in Benghazi, 
killing several of them. 

 Armed Clashes - Dec 27, Benghazi Province, Sidi Akribesh:  A group of RSCB militants attempted to escape 
from the area.  An armed clash ensued killing several RSCB. 

Fezzan 
 
Significant activity 
 Demonstration - Dec 23, Sabha Province, Sabha:  Local residents protested outside the municipal council 

HQ, demanding that more is done to free the three officials who were abducted/arrested in Tripoli last 
September while travelling to Rome. 

 Military Operation - Dec 24, Ghat Province, Ghat:  An unconfirmed report states that Algerian troops have 
deployed additional CPs and patrols on the Libyan border to prevent infiltration of IS terrorists. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 

AIOR – Anti-IS Operations Room (Sabratah) 

AQ - Al-Qaeda 

BAM – Al-Bunyan Al-Marsous (Misrata aligned) 

BDB – Benghazi Defense Brigade / Saraya Defend Benghazi (SDB) (Al-Qaeda-aligned – AAS and RSCB 

associated/umbrella group) 

CNI – Critical National Infrastructure   

GATMJB - Operations Room for the Liberation of the City Ajdabiya and Support for Benghazi Rebels 

GECOL – General Electricity Company of Libya 

GMMR – Great Man-made River 

GNA – Government of National Accord (UN-backed) 

GNC – General National Congress  

HCN - Host Country National 

HoR – House of Representatives (Tobruk based) 

IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 

IED - Improvised Explosive Device 

IOC - International Oil Company 

IS - Islamic State  

LIFG – Libyan Islamic Fighting Group 

LNA – Libyan National Army 

LPA – Libyan Political Agreement 

LROR - Libyan Revolutionary Operations Room  

MoD - Ministry of Defense 

MoF - Ministry of Finance 

MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 

MoI - Ministry of Interior 

MoJ - Ministry of Justice 

MoO - Ministry of Oil 

MoT - Ministry of Transportation 

MSCD – Mujahideen Shura Council of Derna (AQ aligned) 

NFDK - No Further Details Known 

NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 

NOC – National Oil Company 

NSG – National Salvation Government (GNC) 

NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 

PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 

PC – Presidency Council (GNA) 

PG – Presidential Guard 

PFG- Petroleum Facilities Guard 

PSC - Private Security Company 

PSD - Private Security Detail 

RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 

RSCB - Revolutionary Shura Council of Benghazi 

RTA - Road Traffic Accident 

SDB – Saraya Defend Benghazi / Benghazi Defense Brigade (BDB) (Al-Qaeda-aligned – AAS and RSCB 

associated/umbrella group) 

TCN - Third Country National 

Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 

UXO - Unexploded Ordnance
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports.  The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.   
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services.  These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.   
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.   
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.   
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative libya.RAM@garda.com 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Libya contact: 
 
Nigel Lea  
Regional Director, Libya:  
nigel.lea@garda.com  
M: +44 (0)7880 382865 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.   
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.   
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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