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This is an abridged version of the GardaWorld Weekly Libya .Xplored report.  To subscribe to our full 
report or to request a quote for security services in Libya please contact Nigel Lea, Regional Director, 
Libya. 
 
 
 

Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment as at the date of 

the Report and are subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report have been formed in good faith 

on the basis of the best information and intelligence available at the time of writing, but no representation or warranty, express or implied, is 

made as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. GardaWorld accepts no liability arising out of or in connection with the comments 

made or the information set out in this Report and the reader is advised that any decision taken to act or not to act in reliance on this Report 

is taken solely at the readerôs own risk. In particular, the comments in this Report should not be construed as advice, legal or otherwise.  
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OUTLOOK 

Short term outlook 
 
Á Anti-US feelings have been evident in Libya since US President Trump announced that the US would 

recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.  Protests are likely and violence cannot be ruled out.  Areas 
such as Martyrsô Square, the former site of the US embassy and other areas related to the US administration 
should be avoided where possible. 

Á Security force operations are expected in the Sirte, Jufra and Wahat provinces as Libya tries to combat a 
resurgent IS in the area.   

Á Possible attempts by al-Bogra to re-assert themselves in the Tajura/ Suq al-Juma areas of eastern Tripoli 
have increased the threat of armed clashes and security force operations.   

Á Zawiyah remains tense as various forces look to gain control of the key city.  National factions are 
converging on the city which the LNA state is the key to taking control of Tripoli.  Tensions will continue to 
result in clashes, especially around the refinery area, as the situation evolves.   

Á GNA/ LNA forces around Sabratah and Surman continue to consolidate on recent gains.  Existing militias 
are being subsumed or forced out.  There are recent indications that Islamic leaning militias are looking to 
regain lost influence in the area.  Further localized clashes are possible. 

Medium to long term outlook  
 
Á While there are some positive indicators that talks over the unification of the military are progressing, the 

political situation remains divided.  Talks in Tunis have not yielded any major progress and have prompted 
the LNA to reissue its threat to óliberate Tripoliô should dialogue fail.  Issues like Article 8 remain significant 
hurdles; however, events on the ground may well overtake political decision making over the next six 
months.  

Á Although the influence wielded by the GNC has reduced over the last six months as militia groups aligned to 
them have lost ground, other political factions are emerging including the Green Movement and the 
Monarchists, which could complicate the political situation further.  Despite its waning influence, the GNC still 
retains a support base, some of which is armed and could still prove a threat to any potential deal between 
the GNA and Field Marshall Haftar.   

Á IS continues to become bolder, mounting temporary checkpoints, taking over village mosques and launching 
attacks against security forces.  The terrorist organization is reported to be regrouping and may well be 
receiving manpower into the south of Libya from Iraq and Syria as the ócaliphateô disintegrates.  IS will 
continue to benefit from the lack of political and security unity in Libya with the possibility that they are 
establishing a fresh alliance with other extremist groups like al-Qaeda. 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Governance 
Á Wafa Bugaighis has presented her credentials to President Trump, officially taking the role of Libyan 
Ambassador to the US.  Bugaighis was appointed as the Charge dôaffaires to the US three years ago after 
being appointed by the HoR and is the first woman to hold the role.  The appointment coincided with the 
opening of the new Libyan Embassy in Washington. 

Á The head of the PC, President Fayez Sarraj, also visited Washington this week, holding a string of meetings 
with the US President, Secretary of State, Defense Secretary and Treasury Secretary.  Sarraj called for a 
partial lifting of the UN arms embargo, discussed terrorist threats in Libya, 2018 elections and the economy.   

Á President Fayez Sarraj arrived in Berlin for meetings with the German Chancellor Angela Merkel.  Talks are 
expected to include migration issues and the LPA.  Sarraj is due to travel on to Egypt to meet President 
Abdel Fattah el-Sissi on December 10. 

Á Mediterranean Dialogues 2017, an annual high-level conference, occurred in Rome between November 30 ï 
December 02.  The UNôs SRSG, Ghassan Salam®, spoke at the conference and expressed hopes that the 
necessary conditions to hold national elections would be in place ña few months from nowò. 
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Á Salamé met with Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar in Cairo on December 03.  Further meetings between the two 
officials and the head of the HoR, Agila Saleh were due to occur but were not reported and appear unlikely. 

Á The High National Electoral Commission has opened voter registrations in preparations for 2018 elections.   

Á The Italian Interior Minister has warned that securing Libyaôs southern borders is critical to prevent terrorists, 
returning from Syria and Iraq, from coming to Europe. 

Á The CBL expects that the Dinar will be devalued in the next 12 months after an agreement was reached with 
the PC and the Audit Bureau.  The CBL also stated that the banking system was ónot functioningô with 50% 
of banks closed.   

Á The head of Fuel and Gas Crisis Committee confirmed on December 01 that the ñfuel crisisò in Tripoli during 
the past week, came to an end with the delivery of more fuel supplies.   

Á Water supplies have returned to Tripoli after electrical maintenance work and interference with valves from 
an armed militia. 

Security 
Á UNSMIL has announced that civilian casualties from hostilities in Libya have fallen during November to the 

lowest levels since February 2017. 

Á There has been a surge of anti-US sentiment in Libya since US President Donald Trump announced that 
Jerusalem would be recognized by the US as the capital of Israel.  Protests have occurred already, and 
more are expected. 

Á A statement from the French government has clarified, that France does not support military intervention in 
Libya, but would support the creation of an African force with the aim of fighting human traffickers. 

Á Tensions remain high in Zawiyah.  Several clashes have been reported throughout the week in the area of 
the oil refinery.   

Á Negotiations are ongoing, between the Desert Eagles and Sabah Security Directorate for Sabah Airport to 
be handed over.  The Desert Eagles took control of the airport last week and are keen to return the site to 
the local authorities.  However, authorities require further assurances that the group will leave and will not 
interfere again before they become involved. 

Á The Sabratah Revolutionariesô Brigade has announced a return to the city.  Despite softening its stance, the 
move could lead to increased tensions. 

Á Unknown gunmen shot at a Tripoli Revolutionariesô Brigade vehicle close to a checkpoint.  Unconfirmed 
reports state that one person was killed.  Reprisals are possible in the coming days. 

Oil & Gas 
Á OPEC has announced that caps on oil production will continue into 2018.  Limits will apply to Libya only if it 

begins to exceed production levels of 1mn bpd, which were achieved at times during in 2017. 

Threat Warning 
Á The head of the activation committee of security services in Sirte has claimed that IS fighters are regrouping 

in areas to the south of the city.  He asked that the PC increase support for the area and international 
organizations be prepared to stand with the Libyan government on the issues. 

 

KEY DATES 
 

Date Occasion Comment 
 

December 10 Sarraj to visit Egypt Meetings expected with President Fatah el-Sisi 

December 11-12 
Libya Foreign Minister (FM) 

visiting Moscow 
Meetings to be held with the Russian FM 

December 17 
Two year anniversary of the 

signing of the LPA 

Seen by some as the deadline for LPA 

amendments 

December 24 Independence Day Public Holiday 

February 17 Libyan Revolution Day Public Holiday 

May 01 May Day Public Holiday 










