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This is an abridged version of the GardaWorld Weekly Libya .Xplored report.  To subscribe to our full 
report or to request a quote for security services in Libya please contact Nigel Lea, Regional Director, 
Libya. 
 

Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment as at the date of 

the Report and are subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report have been formed in good faith 

on the basis of the best information and intelligence available at the time of writing, but no representation or warranty, express or implied, is 

made as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. GardaWorld accepts no liability arising out of or in connection with the comments 

made or the information set out in this Report and the reader is advised that any decision taken to act or not to act in reliance on this Report 

is taken solely at the reader’s own risk. In particular, the comments in this Report should not be construed as advice, legal or otherwise. 
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OUTLOOK 

Short term outlook 
 
 GNA Western Command has launched a security operation against Warshefana.  Further clashes are 

expected with the Tribes Army and 405 Brigade part of defending forces.  The move by Zintan and Tripoli is 
likely connected to the ongoing fight for Zawiyah and the North Western coast in general and could draw in 
the Janzour Knights and 301 Brigade from the west of Tripoli.  

 Zawiyah remains highly tense as various factions vie for control.  The city destabilized as LNA and GNA 
began to assert control over Sabratah and surrounding areas at the end of September/ beginning of 
October.  The LNA has stated its intent to control Zawiyah and is allied to one of the militias involved in the 
clashes.  The situation has the potential to escalate, and further clashes are expected.  

 GNA/ LNA forces around Sabratah and Surman continue to consolidate on recent gains.  Existing militias 
are being subsumed or forced out.  There are recent indications that Islamic leaning militias are looking to 
regain lost influence in the area.  Further localized clashes are possible. 

 Smaller militias and criminal gangs may be targeted in Tripoli as the more dominant militias look to 
consolidate and strengthen their positions.  As such, sporadic, localized clashes are possible.  

Medium to long term outlook  
 
 There are indications that some elements of the GNA are beginning to cooperate with the LNA and Field 

Marshal Haftar.  This is most notable in the north-western coastal area where the two have been cooperating 
to dislodge pro-GNC militias from towns and cities. Reporting suggests however that other elements are 
looking to establish a new alliance in the west which if successful, would impact on the current dynamics.   

 While there is a growing cooperation amongst the security forces, the political situation remains divided.  
Talks in Tunis have not yielded any major progress and have prompted the LNA to reissue its threat to 
‘liberate Tripoli’ should dialogue fail.  Issues like Article 8 remain significant hurdles; however, events on the 
ground may well overtake political decision making over the next six months.  

 Although the influence wielded by the GNC has reduced over the last six months as militia groups aligned to 
them have lost ground, other political factions are emerging including the Green Movement and the 
Monarchists, which could complicate the political situation further.   

 IS continues to become bolder, mounting temporary checkpoints, taking over village mosques and launching 
attacks against security forces.  IS is reported to be regrouping and may well be receiving manpower into the 
south of Libya from Iraq and Syria as the ‘caliphate’ disintegrates. IS will continue to benefit from the lack of 
political and security unity in Libya with the possibility that they are establishing a fresh alliance with other 
extremist groups like al-Qaeda. 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Governance 
 Water supplies have remained problematic through the week following emergency maintenance and 

sabotage by 219 Brigade in an effort to pressure RDF into releasing their commander, Mabrouk Ahneish.  
The problem has affected some people more than others as some have access to large tanks or wells. 

 The price of food in Libya has increased by an average of 11% since June while non-food items have 
remained more stable.  There have been differences between coastal areas and southern towns where food 
prices were the highest.  Sugar, couscous, baby milk, and peppers saw the biggest average increases.   

 Khalifa Ghwell is still refusing to relinquish his claim on power and states the GNA is ‘illusionary.’  He also 
claims that Field Marshall Haftar has ‘no forces’ and ‘can’t enter Tripoli.’  'Iwad 'Abd-al-Sadiq, vice president 
of the GNC, has also given an interview in which he claimed the GNC remained intact and that Fajr Libya 
was launched in preference to dialogue because of a ‘coup attempt on the 17 February Revolution.’  The 
interviews could be an indication that the GNC is looking to raise its profile again. 

 The Mayor of Sirte has asked for help following torrential rain which has caused further damage to 
infrastructure in the city.   
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Security 
 The AIOR in Sabratah is readying to defend itself following reports that militias ousted at the start of October 

are preparing to launch an attack.   

 Militias in Zawiyah have unified and rebranded as the ‘military’ as they attempt to deflect the threat posed by 
the LNA.  The move has not removed LNA intent, however, and clashes have occurred internally through the 
week. 

 The GNA Western Commander Osama al-Jwaeili has begun a ‘security operation’ aimed at taking control of 
Warshefana.  The move is believed to have been triggered by a growing threat from the Green Movement 
which suggested Saif Gadhafi was readying to enter Tripoli. 

 Pressure is slowing building on Tripoli.  As well as the threat allegedly posed by Saif Gadhafi, the LNA has 
made impressive gains along the North-Western coast over recent weeks. Colonel Ahmed Mismari has 
again claimed that the LNA is preparing to go to the capital and that the ‘people were happy to welcome it.’  
Haftar has given a six-month deadline, which expires on December 17 for progress to be achieved politically 
and continues to claim that the political process is not the only solution.  

 IS has claimed responsibility for the attack against an LNA checkpoint 60km south of Ajdabiya on October 
25.  Some reports have indicated at least ten men were killed and that one was beheaded.  Unconfirmed 
reports also suggest some soldiers may have been abducted. IEDs were left at the scene, and a body was 
booby-trapped.  The LNA clashed with suspected IS elements near as-Sidra on October 30. 

 Thirty-six people were massacred in Abyar.  The bodies also showed signs of torture before they were shot 
and left at the side of a road.  The perpetrators have not yet been publically identified.  Local rumour has 
pinned the blame on the relatives of people who have been killed in fighting or attacks by extremist groups.  

 An airstrike, now widely blamed on Egypt, killed a number of women and children in Derna causing outrage.   
The LNA has warned civilians to stay away from militia locations in the city, claiming that the MSCD are 
using civilians as ‘human shields.’  Although the LNA has not been directly blamed, yet, for either incident, 
they have resulted in reputational damage and are building pressure on Haftar. 

 Meetings over the unification of the military which were taking place in Cairo reportedly came under pressure 
after the Derna airstrike.  Haftar made an emergency visit to Egypt in an effort to salvage the situation.  

 US Special Forces arrested a man in Misrata before flying him to a US carrier.  The man is accused of being 
involved in the September 2012 attack against the US consulate in Benghazi.  

 The UK has launched an extradition bid for the brother of Salman Abedi who carried out a suicide attack in 
Manchester in May.  Hashem Abedi is currently in the custody of RDF.  RDF has stated there is no 
extradition agreement between them and British authorities and therefore they will not grant the extradition 
request.  The decision is likely to position RDF to begin negotiating with British authorities.  

 An investigation has been called for by Sarraj after Brigadier Mohamed Gnaidi of BAM, stated that Libyan 
forces might attack Egypt, the UAE, and Saudi Arabia if they ‘continued to intervene in Libya.’  Gnaidi made 
the comments following the airstrike in Derna.  BAM has been criticized by some for its links to Qatar which 
remains under pressure from Saudia Arabia, the UAE, and Egypt over its alleged sponsorship of extremist 
groups.  

Migrant Crisis 
 An intense day saw around 900 people rescued from the Mediterranean towards the end of the week.  

Seven bodies were also found in one vessel.   

 As of October 24, more than 18,800 migrants had been intercepted according to the International 
Organization for Migration.  More than 111,000 have crossed to Italy, with the majority crossing from Libya. 

Oil & Gas 
 On October 28, protestors in Jakharrad demanded that the NOC develop their town and provide 

employment, threatening to close the nearby Wintershall oil field if their demands were not met.  On 
November 01, protestors followed through with their threats and blockaded the field.  

 The NOC is hoping to bring onboard 11 new offshore gas wells through 2018.  The gas is to be sent to 
Mellitah and could alleviate some of the disruption issues due to armed groups and sabotage. 
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KEY DATES 
 

Date Occasion Comment 
 

November 02-04 TeTe Desert Rally 

Waddan to Sirte desert rally over around 250km. The race is 

expected to attract 600 enthusiasts with 40 vehicles taking 

part and an additional 300 vehicles in attendance.  

November 25 Tripoli Marathon Possible disruptions to movements through the city 

December 01 The Prophet’s Birthday Public Holiday 

December 24 Independence Day Public Holiday 

February 17 Libyan Revolution Day Public Holiday 

May 01 May Day Public Holiday 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

Tripolitania High-Extreme High High-Extreme High High 

Cyrenaica Moderate High-Extreme Moderate High High 

Fezzan High Moderate High High High 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

 

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 

Security 
 
Warshefana:  GNA ‘security operation’ against the Popular Front for the Liberation of Libya 
GNA Western Commander Osama al-Jweili has begun a ‘security operation’ in Warshefana.  The operation is 
reported to have been sanctioned by GNA President Fayez Sarraj however the GNA MOD has denied any 
knowledge. Emad al-Treblsi and his militia is also reported to be involved however he has denied this, stating his 
forces have not left their camps and are solely focused on securing the road to Wadi Hai. 
 
Warshefana declared a State of Emergency on October 28 as forces inside the area began to mobilise in 
response to the growing threat. Negotiations took place however on November 01, forces from Zintan, the home 
town of Jweili, mobilized to al-Saeqa 22 military camp in Bi'r al Ghanam and Aziziyah.  On the same day, elders 
from Warshefana met with Sarraj in Tripoli.  Sarraj allegedly advised them to hand over locations allegedly 
connected to the Popular Front for the Liberation of Libya in order to avert a battle.  
 
Later that night, Jweili launched IDF attacks against 4 Brigade barracks at Aziziyah.  The 26 Brigade Camp and 
the Az Aziziyah training centre were also attacked.  A child was reported to have been killed in the attacks while 
another person was wounded.  Further attacks took place on the morning of November 03.  Two armed vehicles 
and two homes were destroyed, and civilians began fleeing the area.   
 
Zawiyah:  Militias unify and rebrand as clashes take place 
Islamic leaning militias who have held dominance in Zawiyah are assessed to be behind recent reports of 
‘military officers’ unifying and securing the city.  The move is assessed to be an attempt to rebrand and to try and 
deflect the threat posed by the LNA who remains intent on removing the militias and establishing control over the 
city.  
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The LNA has yet to make an overt move since deploying into the southern suburbs towards the end of October.  
They are currently projecting influence via the Awlad Suqr tribe and their allies.  The Awlad Suqr tribe dominates 
the southern suburbs of Zawiyah and has long competed with the Abu Hmaira tribe within the city.  The Abu 
Hmaira tribe dominates the area around the refinery, port and power station.  Clashes have occurred on three 
days this week, some of which have been intense.   
 
Misrata:  US Special Forces mount operation to arrest Benghazi consulate suspect 
US Special Forces mounted an arrest operation in Misrata this week.  The operation targeted Mustafa al-Imam, 
who is accused of being involved in the September 2012 attack against the US consulate in Benghazi in which 
four US citizens, including their ambassador, were killed.  Al-Imam was flown to a US warship where he will be 
transferred to the US to face justice.   
 
The operation was reportedly carried out with the knowledge of the PC.  A 'senior security official' within the 
GNA, Abdel Rahman al-Taweel stated that Imam was not Libyan.  Further reports suggest he is of Palestinian 
origin but has lived in Libya for some time. Unconfirmed sources suggest Imam was arrested at a local 
farmhouse with some speculation that the US Special Forces were working with a local militia.   
 
Imam appeared in a video of the attack and was described by one US source as an 'instigator.'  He is the second 
suspect to face justice in the US.  Ansar Sharia leader Ahmed Bukhatallah was arrested in June 2014 in 
Benghazi and has pleaded not guilty to 18 charges during his trial which began in October 2017 in Washington.   
 

WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT 

Tripolitania  
 
Significant activity 

 Murder/ Execution - Oct 26, Al-Jafara Province, Aziziyah:  Abdullah Momen was kidnapped and 
subsequently murdered after the ransom was not paid.  The kidnappers had demanded 300,000 LYD 
from Momen's family.  

 Arrest - Oct 27, Misrata Province, Misrata:  Misratan security forces arrested three suspected terrorists in 
Suq al-Khamis.  The terrorists were identified as Mahmoud Ibshesh, Ramadan Shaurbaji, and Feisal 
Zaltum.    

 Threat Warning - Oct 29, Sirte Province, Hunaywah:  During the early morning, IS established a 
checkpoint in al-Hunaywah area, 55km east of Sirte.  The checkpoint consisted of two vehicles and was 
conducting stops of civilian vehicles.   

 Arrest - Oct 29, Sirte Province, Sirte:  The Libyan navy seized three Egyptian fishing boats for fishing 
within the territorial waters off the coast of Sirte. 

 Armed Clash - Oct 30 17:30, Az Zawiyah Province, Zawiyah Oil Refinery:  Armed clashes took place 
near the refinery in Zawiyah.  The fighting, which involved heavy small arms, went on to around 1900hrs 
with three people wounded. 

 Armed Clash - Oct 30 21:30, Az Zawiyah Province, Zawiyah:  Armed clashes erupted near el-Basatein 
Hospital in Zawiyah.  Fighting went on until 0330hrs on October 31.   

 Kidnap - Oct 29, Az Zawiyah Province, Zawiyah:  Sheikh Basem al-Fazzani was kidnapped in front of a 
mosque in Abu Issa by three men.  Fazzani is a Salafist and supported the army during the recent 
fighting in Sabratah.  Reporting indicates he was taken by al-Farouq Brigade and Mohamed al-Fare, a 
senior militia leader in Zawiyah.   

 Arrest - Oct 29 00:00, Misrata Province, Misrata:  US Special Forces mounted an arrest operation in 
Misrata.  The operation targeted Mustafa al-Imam, who is accused of being involved in the September 
2012 attack against the US consulate in which four US citizens, including their ambassador, were killed.   

 Armed Clash - Oct 30, Sirte Province, As Sidr:  302 Reconnaissance Brigade (LNA) clashes with 
suspected IS fighters in about 15 vehicles, 60km south of as-Sidr during the evening.  IS withdrew 
quickly, and 302 were unable to pursue due to low visibility.   

 IDF - Nov 01 22:00, Al-Jafara Province, Aziziyah:  Forces belonging to GNA Western Commander 
Osama Jweil launched an IDF attack against 4 Brigade camp in Warshefana and a farmhouse in 
Aziziyah.   
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Cyrenaica 
 
Significant activity 

 Murder/ Execution - Oct 27, Benghazi Province, Abyar:  Thirty-six bodies of young men were found with 
signs of torture and gunshot wounds to the head and chest off Cement Factory road near Abyar.  
Unconfirmed sources claim that the men had been recently arrested by the LNA.  The LNA has launched 
an investigation into the killings.    

 Murder/ Execution - Oct 28, Derna Province, Ras al-Hilal:  A drive-by shooting targeted a member of 
Ras al-Hilal security forces.  There were no casualties reported. 

 Demonstration - Oct 28, Al-Wahat Province, Jakharrad:  Local residents mounted a demonstration 
calling for the NOC to develop the town and provide employment.  Protestors threatened to stop 
production at local wells as leverage should their demands not be met. 

 Airstrike - Oct 30, Derna Province, Fatayeh:  Six airstrikes hit al-Fatayeh district in Derna.  At least 15 
civilians were reported to have been killed and a further 25 wounded including women and children.  The 
local council in Derna declared a three day mourning period on the evening of October 30.   

 Demonstration - Oct 30, Benghazi Province, Benghazi:  Teachers in the east of Libya have agreed to go 
back to work in time for the new semester after ending their strike.  The strike was called off after the 
HoR agreed in principle to increase their salaries.  The new semester begins on November 05.  
Teachers have been on strike since mid-September causing the start of the school year to be delayed 
three times.   

 Airstrike - Oct 30 00:00, Derna Province, Derna:  An airstrike took place around midnight targeting the 
western entrance of Derna.   

 Murder/ Execution - Oct 26, Al-Butnan Province, Tobruk:  Osama Saleh, a GECOL official in eastern 
Libya, was shot at by unknown men after he seized aluminum and brass cables which had been stolen 
from GECOL. 

 Demonstration - Nov 01, Al-Wahat Province, Jakharrad:  Protestors have blockaded Wintershall oilfield, 
claiming that the NOC has not met its demands.   

Fezzan 
 
Significant activity 
 

 Demonstration - Oct 29, Al-Jufra Province, Jufra:  A demonstration took place outside Jufra Municipal 
Council over a lack of services and poor performance. 

 Murder/ Execution - Oct 30, Sabha Province, Sabha:  Fadia Barghouthi was shot and injured in Sabah.  
He was transported to al-Jalaa Hospital in Benghazi for treatment. 

 Demonstration - Oct 30, Wadi Al-Hayaa Province, Germa:  Elders in Germa demonstrated against 
kidnappings and murders.  

 Arrest - Nov 01, Al-Jufra Province, Jufra:  A local radio presenter, Zubair al-Huoni, was arrested after 
taking part in a demonstration outside of al-Jufra Municipal Council on October 29. Huoni is also an 
activist who has led a campaign to dissolve the municipal council for poor performance.   
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ACRONYM LIST  
 

AIOR – Anti-IS Operations Room (Sabratah) 

AQ - Al-Qaeda 

BAM – Al-Bunyan Al-Marsous (Misrata aligned) 

BDB – Benghazi Defense Brigade / Saraya Defend Benghazi (SDB) (Al-Qaeda-aligned – AAS and RSCB 

associated/umbrella group) 

CNI – Critical National Infrastructure   

GATMJB - Operations Room for the Liberation of the City Ajdabiya and Support for Benghazi Rebels 

GECOL – General Electricity Company of Libya 

GMMR – Great Man-made River 

GNA – Government of National Accord (UN backed) 

GNC – General National Congress  

HCN - Host Country National 

HoR – House of Representatives (Tobruk based) 

IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 

IED - Improvised Explosive Device 

IOC - International Oil Company 

IS - Islamic State  

LIFG – Libyan Islamic Fighting Group 

LNA – Libyan National Army 

LPA – Libyan Political Agreement 

LROR - Libyan Revolutionary Operations Room  

MoD - Ministry of Defense 

MoF - Ministry of Finance 

MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 

MoI - Ministry of Interior 

MoJ - Ministry of Justice 

MoO - Ministry of Oil 

MoT - Ministry of Transportation 

MSCD – Mujahideen Shura Council of Derna (AQ aligned) 

NFDK - No Further Details Known 

NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 

NOC – National Oil Company 

NSG – National Salvation Government (GNC) 

NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 

PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 

PC – Presidency Council (GNA) 

PG – Presidential Guard 

PFG- Petroleum Facilities Guard 

PSC - Private Security Company 

PSD - Private Security Detail 

RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 

RSCB - Revolutionary Shura Council of Benghazi 

RTA - Road Traffic Accident 

SDB – Saraya Defend Benghazi / Benghazi Defense Brigade (BDB) (Al-Qaeda-aligned – AAS and RSCB 

associated/umbrella group) 

TCN - Third Country National 

Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 

UXO - Unexploded Ordnance
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports.  The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.   
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services.  These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.   
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.   
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.   
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative libya.RAM@garda.com 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Libya contact: 
 
Nigel Lea  
Regional Director, Libya:  
nigel.lea@garda.com  
M: +44 (0)7880 382865 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.   
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.   
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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