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Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment 

as at the date of the Report and are subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report 

have been formed in good faith on the basis of the best information available at the time of writing, but no representation or 

warranty, express or implied, is made as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. GardaWorld accepts no liability 

arising out of or in connection with the comments made or the information set out in this Report and the reader is advised 

that any decision taken to act or not to act in reliance on this Report is taken solely at the reader’s own risk. In particular, 

the comments in this Report should not be construed as advice, legal or otherwise. 
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OUTLOOK 

Short term outlook 
 
 Tensions remain in Tripoli between various armed groups with deepening divisions based on ideology and 

political leanings. This undercurrent will continue to make itself felt and manifest in sporadic clashes. 

 12 Bde (LNA) and Third Force continue to vie for control of Sabha. Negotiations are ongoing however further 
clashes remain possible. Third Force has indicated a lack of support from the GNA, however as yet, shows 
no sign fully aligning with the LNA.  

 Further incidents are expected in the Jufra oil crescent area between LNA and BDB as LNA pursues its 
intent to take control and provide more in-depth security to its control over the oil crescent. Concerns have 
been raised that these groups may have the intent to gain a foothold in Sirte to use as a base for attacks 
against the crescent. 

 Sporadic clashes are expected in western Benghazi as the LNA conducts clearance operations and secures 
the area following its victory. Fighting is also expected in the Sabri and Suq a Hut areas. The threat from 
high profile attacks in wider Benghazi against civilian and security force targets remains extant. There is a 
possibility that LNA activity around Derna will begin to increase.  

 IS elements consolidating around the Bani Waled area have been disrupted due to airstrikes against training 
camps and positions. The group may look to reconsider its strategy to make it less susceptible to attrition by 
air power and Libyan forces. While it may look to consolidate elsewhere in the short term (reports indicate a 
growing presence around Murzuq), it is unlikely to abandon its interest in the Bani Waled/ Sirte area and 
further activity is expected.  

Medium to long term outlook  
 
 Libya’s political scene remains fractured with the GNA/PC/LPA continuing focus on gaining more traction. 

Renegotiations over the LPA may remove some hurdles and allow for progress however this would come at 
the expense of some of the factions.  

 The removal of IS in Sirte has resulted in the loss of a buffer zone between Misratan/MoD aligned troops and 
the LNA. Tensions between the two are currently being played out around the oil crescent area and in the 
south. There remains the potential for an escalation which could pull in forces from other areas.  Increasing 
confrontation between the two factions would also have the unintended consequence of creating greater 
opportunity for IS to regroup and reorganize.  

 Ideological differences threaten the unity of Misrata and Zintan. While family / tribal loyalties have generally 
proved stronger since the revolution, these differences will continue to add a layer of complexity and exert 
influence in the political and security environments.  

 The kidnap threat remains extant to both Libyans and expatriates. Libyans are being targeted by criminal 
gangs looking for financial reward as well as opposing factions while expatriates are potential targets for 
criminal gangs and possibly, Islamic extremist groups.  

 There is an increasing potential for destabilization in the south as feelings of marginalization grow and living 
conditions deteriorate. The situation could leave the area more vulnerable to exploitation by various factions 
and groups.  

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Governance 
 

 GNA reaches out to international backers 

 Prime Minister Prime Minister Serraj and Rome sign bilateral agreement on migration 

 HoR tensions beginning to be felt 
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Security 
 

 NATO offers to support GNA MoD 

 Misrata Military Council merges into the ‘Central Military Zone’ 

 

KEY DATES 
 

Date Occasion Comment 

   

17 February 2017 Revolution Day Anniversary of the 2011 revolution. 

19 March 2017 Commemoration Commemoration of victory over Gadhafi. 

01 May 2017 Labour Day National holiday. 

25 – 27 June 2017 Eid al Fitr End of Ramadan. 

01 – 03 September 2017 Eid ul Adha Feast of Sacrifice. 

16 September 2017 Martyrs Day  

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

      

Tripolitania High-Extreme High-Extreme High High High 

Cyrenaica High High-Extreme Moderate High High 

Fezzan High Moderate High High High  

 

  Threat Scale:   

 

 

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 

Governance 
 
GNA reaches out to international backers 

The Government of National Accord (GNA) has reached out to some of its key international backers this week 

with meetings between Prime Minister Fayez Serraj and the Secretary Generals of the UN and NATO. The 

government has been under increasing pressure since it passed its year anniversary in December amidst a flurry 

of criticism on its lack of progress. With its domestic popularity in decline and a steady stream of attempts by the 

General National Congress (GNC) and the House of Representatives (HoR) to undermine it, the GNA has been 

in increasing need of support.  

 

That support, from international backers, is now beginning to crystalize. Following the recent re-opening of the 

Italian and Turkish embassies in Tripoli, Prime Minister Serraj has now secured renewed commitments from the 

UN and NATO for his government. While Prime Minister Serraj was somewhat critical of the UN Mission in Libya, 

stating their strategy needed to be clearer; the new Secretary General Antonio Guterres described the GNA as 

“the only legitimate government in the country.” The NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, indicated that 

the organisation was ready to provide support to the GNA’s Ministry of Defence and intelligence services. 

Stoltenberg also suggested that if requested, NATO could support efforts by the EU to train the Libyan 

Coastguard and Navy.  

 

Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 
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HoR tensions beginning to be felt 

Underlying tensions in the HoR are beginning to bubble to the surface. Southern HoR MPs who have decided to 

boycott in an effort to push for greater support for the area are rumoured to be pressuring the HoR to sack Prime 

Minister Abdullah Thinni. Prime Minister Thinni however is not the only one being targeted. A petition is also 

circulating asking for the dismissal of President Aquilah Saleh.  

Security 
 
NATO offers to support GNA MoD 

The offer from NATO to support the GNA in developing its military and security apparatus follows increasing 

support from Moscow to the GNA’s eastern rivals. Although negotiations continue in an effort to bring Libya’s 

opposing factions together, the longer it takes, and the more the different factions develop their own capabilities, 

the harder it will be to unify.  

 
Misrata Military Council merges into the ‘Central Military Zone’ 

This week, the Misrata Military Council (MMC) announced that the units which come under it had re-rolled into 

the Central Military Zone, indicating that this was to be the nucleus of the ‘Libyan National Army’. The 

announcement follows months of negotiations amongst western commanders aimed at unifying the plethora of 

armed groups into a national military. The exact make-up of the Central Military Zone is yet to be released and it 

is likely to take some time before the force truly begins to operate as a national force, assuming it maintains 

cohesion. Support from organisations like NATO could be a significant boost to the fledgling force.  

 

WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT 

Tripolitania  
 

Activity levels remain stable in Tripolitania this week with 18 incidents reported compared to 17 from the previous 

week. Critical services have remained at workable levels in the city however problems persist including a lack of 

diesel. Services remain vulnerable and as such, further problems are anticipated.  

 

Tensions remain high in Hay Andalous, western Tripoli following a series of raids by the GNA associated Rada 

Deterrence Force (RDF) which culminated in the arrest of the GNC affiliated 12 Battalion leader, Adel Shita on 

14 January.  

 

Clashes in Qaser Ben Ghashir continued this week as traders and an armed groupfrom Tarhouna try to take 

control of a local vegetable market. The market supplies a substantial amount of vegetables to the capital and as 

such is a significant source of income. Negotiations are ongoing in an attempt to halt attacks however further 

incidents are possible.  

 

Tarhouna is not the only area flexing its muscles. Following a feud with Zawiyah over the previous few weeks, 

Warshefana has now become embroiled in clashes with the Janzour Knights (JK). Both incidents were triggered 

by local issues however, there is the potential it could have implications on a more national level.  

Incidents 
 

Incidents by type, 26 Jan – 01 Feb  Incidents by district, 26 Jan – 01 Feb 
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Significant activity 
 

 Arrest - 26 Jan 17, Tripoli Province, Suq Al Juma: Reports indicate that Omar El-Akel, a commander in 
Al Furqan Brigade, was arrested in Suq al Juma by RDF. His family stated that his home in Al Ghararat 
was raided and that he was arrested for threatening a commander in RDF. RDF stated that 
investigations were underway and that he would be released if there was no case to answer.  

 Demonstration - 27 Jan 17, Tripoli Province, Hay Andalous: Residents in Hay Andalous protested at 
road blocks against the continued presence of the National Mobile Force. Burning tires were placed in 
the streets to block roads. NMF elements were reported to be gathering outside the police station. The 
72 hours ultimatum to leave is approximately 48 hours in. 

 Security Announcement - 27 Jan 17, Tripoli Province, Tripoli: RDF stated that they have foiled a terrorist 
plan to assassinate its members. The mastermind of the attack is reported to be affiliated with a radical 
group and has been arrested.  

 Shooting - 27 Jan 17, Tripoli Province, Abu Saleem: Alhamdulillah Al Shafatri Al Truhani, a commander 
with the Salah al Burki Brigade was shot and killed in Abu Saleem during the evening.  

 Armed Clashes - 27 Jan 17, Al Murqub Province, Suq al Jum`ah: Fighting broke out at a Tarhouna 
aligned checkpoint in Suq al Jum`ah.  Two Al Kani Brigade members were killed after they attempted to 
arrest two men from Garabuli on suspicion of carrying stolen copper.  

 Armed Clashes - 28 Jan 17, Tripoli Province, Garabuli: Armed clashes occurred in Garabuli between a 
local armed group and one from Tarhouna. Eight people were reported to have been killed and a 
number of others injured.  

 Armed Clashes - 28 Jan 17, Nuqat al Khams Province, Al Ajaylat: A local armed force and elements of 
the Tribes Army (Warshefana) clashed in Ajaylat. Seven people were killed and 22 others wounded in 
the fighting. 

 Kidnap - 30 Jan 17, Tripoli Province, Tripoli: Nuri Embaya, Director of Budget Management at the MoF 
was kidnapped after unknown armed men stormed the ministry. 

 Armed Attack - 31 Jan 17, Tripoli Province, Qaser Bin Ghashir: An armed gang of three attacked a clinic 
which resulted in a number of casualties.  

 Armed Clashes - 31 Jan 17, Tripoli Province, Abu Saleem: Armed clashes were reported between 
Ghnewia and Burki groups in Abu Saleem.  

 Murder/ Execution - 31 Jan 17, Az Zawiyah Province, Sabratah: A group commander from Sabratah 
known as 'Al Goba' was assassinated for having links to Zintan. 

 Shooting - 01 Feb 17, Misrata Province, Bani Waled: Gunmen opened fire on the Security Directorate. 
Security forces arrested one of the gunmen. 

 Arson - 01 Feb 17, Tripoli Province, Qaser Bin Ghashir: Four homes were burned down in Qasr Bin 
Ghashir.  

Cyrenaica 
 

Activity in Cyrenaica dropped significantly this week with nine incidents compared to 49 last week. The dramatic 

decrease follows intensive operations last week which culminated in the LNA declaring victory in Ganfouda. A 

week later, activity continues as LNA deal with remnants of opposition forces who retreated into a few high rises 

within the 12 Buildings area.  

 

LNA has reported finding high-tech equipment during clearance operations in Ganfouda including GSM 

interception equipment and drones. They also discovered a well-equipped field hospital and have since donated 

the equipment to one of their own field hospitals. A number of hostages and families caught up in the battle were 

also freed this week as well as a number of prisoners who the LNA has continued to detain.  

 

The security chief in Benghazi has refused to step down after a replacement was named this week. Current 

indications suggest some forces are backing the new chief while some are remaining loyal to the existing chief. 

The situation has the potential to cause division in the city which is almost fully liberated. The threat of high-

profile attacks against civilian and security force targets around Benghazi in general remains extant.  
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Incidents 
 

Incidents by type, 26 Jan – 01 Feb Incidents by district, 26 Jan – 01 Feb 

  

Significant activity 
 

 Armed Clashes - 26 Jan 17, Benghazi Province, Ganfouda: LNA found a VBIED making facility and a 
field hospital in Sha'biyat at Tirah, Ganfouda during clearance operations. A VBIED and remote 
detonator were seized. Three members of the Special Forces were also wounded in clashes as LNA 
lays siege to the 12 Buildings area where the last remaining opposition forces are located.  

 Armed Clashes - 27 Jan 17 06:00, Benghazi Province, Ganfouda: At 0600hrs, a convoy of vehicles 
attempted to breakout of the 12 Buildings area of Ganfouda where remaining opposition forces were 
located during an attack by LNA Special Forces. Three opposition fighters were killed while the breakout 
was aborted. Some may have escaped however, leading to LNA in Ajdabiya increasing security patrols 
around the city. LNA managed to seize eight buildings in the area while white flags were seen in a 
number of others. It is unclear if they were raised by fighters or families/ hostages still trapped in the 
area. RSCB sources confirmed they had withdrawn from some areas following heavy artillery fire and 
airstrikes. They claimed to have killed four soldiers and wounded nine.  

 VBIED - 27 Jan 17, Benghazi Province, Ganfouda: LNA destroyed a parked VBIED in Ganfouda in an 
airstrike. 

 Armed Clashes - 30 Jan 17, Benghazi Province, Ganfouda: LNA Special Forces, supported by Az 
Zawiyah Martys Brigade, are targeting opposition force remnants which have taken refuge in Building 12 
in Ganfouda with tanks and artillery.  LNA report that opposition forces have families and hostages with 
them and as a result are proceeding cautiously.  LNA stated that several opposition observation posts 
and vehicles have been destroyed and they have taken a number of casualties.  

 Kidnap - 31 Jan 17, Al Butnan Province, Tobruk: Jibreel al-Zwai, a HoR member from Kufra, was 
kidnapped from his home in Tobruk by armed men in a black jeep. Col. Ahmed Shoaib, head of security 
in Tobruk, stated that the kidnapping was connected to a tribal dispute.  

 Kidnap - 01 Feb 17, Derna Province, Derna: The MSCD abducted Sheikh Hussein Sassi and Saleh al 
Haboush in Derna. Both men are part of the delegation negotiating with the group. 

 Armed Clashes - 01 Feb 17, Benghazi Province, Ganfouda: LNA continued their operation against 
remnants of RSCB who retreated to the 12 Buildings area of Ganfouda. 
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Fezzan  
 
Incidents continue to be under-reported from the south. While tensions remain between Third Force and 12 
Brigade, no further incidents have been reported this week.  

Incidents 
 

Incidents by type, 26 Jan – 01 Feb Incidents by district, 26 Jan – 01 Feb 

  

 
Significant activity 

 

 Crime - 28 Jan 17, Sabha Province, Sabha: GECOL reported that five electrical towers which link Al 
Sabr and Al Nahar power plants were stolen and damaged.  

 Demonstration - 30 Jan 17, Sabha Province, Sabha: A demonstration took place in Sabha to protest 
against the ongoing energy crisis in the south. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 

AAS – Ansar al-Sharia (AQ affiliate) 

AQ - Al-Qaeda 

BAM – Al Bunyan Al Marsous (Misrata aligned) 

BDB – Benghazi Defense Brigade / Saraya Defend Benghazi (SDB) (Al Qaeda aligned – AAS and RSCB 

associated/umbrella group) 

CNI – Critical National Infrastructure   

GATMJB - Operations Room for the Liberation of the City Ajdabiya and Support for Benghazi Rebels 

GECOL – General Electricity Company of Libya 

GMMR – Great Man-made River 

GNA – Government of National Accord (UN backed) 

GNC – General National Congress (Tripoli based) 

HCN - Host Country National 

HoR – House of Representatives (Tobruk based) 

IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 

IED - Improvised Explosive Device 

IOC - International Oil Company 

IS - Islamic State  

LNA – Libyan National Army 

LPA – Libyan Political Agreement 

LROR - Libyan Revolutionary Operations Room  

MoD - Ministry of Defense 

MoF - Ministry of Finance 

MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 

MoI - Ministry of Interior 

MoJ - Ministry of Justice 

MoO - Ministry of Oil 

MoT - Ministry of Transportation 

MSCD – Mujahideen Shura Council of Derna (AQ aligned) 

NFDK - No Further Details Known 

NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 

NOC – National Oil Company 

NSG – National Salvation Government (GNC) 

NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 

PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 

PC – Presidency Council (GNA) 

PG – Presidential Guard 

PFG- Petroleum Facilities Guard 

PSC - Private Security Company 

PSD - Private Security Detail 

RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 

RSCB - Revolutionary Shura Council of Benghazi 

RTA - Road Traffic Accident 

SDB – Saraya Defend Benghazi / Benghazi Defense Brigade (BDB) (Al Qaeda-aligned – AAS and RSCB 

associated/umbrella group) 

TCN - Third Country National 

Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 

UXO - Unexploded Ordnance
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative libya.RAM@garda.com 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Libya contact: 
Nigel Lea, Regional Director, Libya nigel.lea@garda.com   
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